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OPEN  LETTERS. 


Century,  m 

Lincoln's  Ancestors  in  Virginia. 

THIS  brief  notice  of  the  ancestors  of  Lincoln  who 
lived  in  Virginia  is  designed  to  throw,  if  possible, 
some  additional  light  upon  the  history  of  the  fathers  of 
that  great  man,  and  perhaps  correct  some  errors  of  fact 
growing  out  of  the  unsettled  —  almost  illiterate  — 
condition  of  affairs  during  the  period  of  time  involved. 

That  the  early  ancestors  of  Lincoln  lived  in  Berks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  moved  thence  to  Virginia, 
as  Messrs.  Nicolay  and  Hay  state,  there  is  no  reason 
to  doubt.  It  is  confirmed  by  the  statements  of  the 
President  himself.  It  may  be  accepted,  too,  as  correct 
that  the  great-grandfather  of  Lincoln,  whose  name 
was  John  Lincoln,  lived  in  that  county  and  State  and 
emigrated  from  there  to  Virginia.  The  precise  date  of 
his  settlement  in  Virginia  has  not  as  yet  been  definitely 
ascertained. 

It  is  true,  as  stated  in  The  Century,  that  the  records 
belonging  to  the  Lincoln  family  during  their  residence 
in  Rockingham  county,  Virginia,  were  destroyed  by 
the  Federal  army  during  the  civil  war,  but  fortunately 
there  are  yet  in  existence  certain  official  and  indispu- 
tably authenticated  documents,  only  discovered  upon 
a  recent  search,  which  the  torch  of  war  did  not  touch 
and  which  disclose  some  interesting  information  on 
these  subjects.  In  the  year  1768  that  portion  of  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia,  now  contained  within 
the  county  of  Rockingham  constituted  a  part  of  the 
county  of  Augusta,  from  which  county  Rockingham 
was  detached  and  organized  in  1777.  Prior  to  this 
date  —  1777  —  all  transfers  of  real  estate  in  the  coun- 
try now  comprising  Rockingham  county  were  re- 
corded in  the  clerk's  office  of  Augusta  county  at  Staun- 
ton, the  county  seat.  The  records  of  this  office  disclose 
the  fact  that  on  the  16th  day  of  August,  1768,  there 
was  recorded  a  deed  from  the  heirs  of  Robert  McKay 
to  John  Lincoln,  conveying  a  tract  of  six  hundred 
acres  situate  on  Linvill's  Creek  in  the  county  of  Au- 
gusta, now  in  the  county  of  Rockingham.  This  tract 
of  six  hundred  acres  was  a  portion  of  a  very  extensive 
body  of  land  patented  to  McKay  and  others  as  early 
as  1739,  and  was  doubtless  regarded  then,  as  it  unques- 
tionably is  now,  as  among  the  finest  tracts  of  land  in 
the  fertile  Shenandoah  Valley.  The  consideration  that 
passed  from  John  Lincoln  to  McKay's  heirs  as  set  forth 
in  the  deed  is  merely  a  nominal  one,  "  the  sum  of  five 
shillings,  current  money  of  Virginia."  In  view  of  this 
purchase  of  land  in  Virginia  by  John  Lincoln,  it  may 
certainly  be  regarded  as  settled  that  he  —  the  great- 
grandfather of  the  President — located  in  what  now 
constitutes  Rockingham  countv,  Virginia,  as  early  as 
1768. 

Messrs.  Nicolay  and  Hay  intimate  in  the  Lincoln 
history,  and  Mr.  Nicolay  states  in  his  article  on  Lin- 
coln in  the  "  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,"  that  Abra- 

*  The  rest  of  the  original  six  hundred  acres  remained 
vested  in  John  Lincoln  until  the  date  of  his  death  in  1792, 
when  it  was  conveyed  by  his  executor  to  his  son  Jacob  Lin- 
coln.   The  executor's  deed  as  well  as  the  will  of  John  Lincoln 


ham,  Isaac,  Jacob,  Thomas,  and  John,  sons  of  John 
Lincoln,  were  born  in  Virginia.  Unless  it  can  be 
shown  that  John  Lincoln  located  in  Virginia  a  con- 
siderable time  prior  to  the  year  1 768,  it  may  be  fairly 
assumed  that  his  sons  just  named  were  all  born  in 
Pennsylvania  and  accompanied  their  father  to  Virginia 
upon  his  settlement  in  that  State.  This  idea  receives 
corroboration  from  certain  conveyances  to  his  sons 
made  by  John  Lincoln.  On  the  nth  of  August,  1773, 
only  five  years  after  the  date  of  the  conveyance  from 
the  McKays  to  John  Lincoln,  he  with  his  wife,  "  Re- 
beckah  R.,"  transferred  to  their  son  Isaac  two  hundred 
and  fifteen  acres  of  the  original  six-hundred-acre  tract, 
and  on  the  17th  day  of  August,  1773,  tney  also  con- 
veyed to  their  son  Abraham  —  the  grandfather  of  the 
President  —  two  hundred  and  ten. acres  of  this  same 
tract,  each  conveyance  being  made  for  a  nominal  con- 
sideration only, — "  five  shillings  current  money  of  Vir- 
ginia."* It  may  be  noted  that  the  elder  John  Lincoln, 
as  well  as  his  sons,  all  spelt  and  wrote  their  name 
"  Lincoln,"  and  in  no  instance  do  these  documents  dis- 
close any  other  method  of  spelling. 

At  what  time  did  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  grandfather 
of  the  President,  remove  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  ? 
Messrs.  Nicolay  and  Hay  fix  the  date  as  1780.  The 
date  of  the  land  warrants  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
4th  of  March,  1780,  and  the  subsequent  entries  of  the 
land  in  Kentucky  thereunder  certainly  confirm  the 
time  of  his  leaving  Virginia  as  being  as  early  as  1780, 
but  the  statement  by  Messrs.  Nicolay  and  Hay  "that 
he  took  his  wife  and  five  children  with  him  "  at  this 
time  is  not  borne  out  by  record  evidence  in  Rocking- 
ham county.  There  is  still  in  existence  the  original 
deed  from  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Bersheba,  t  his  wife, 
to  one  Michael  Shanks,  dated  the  18th  of  February, 
1780,  whereby,  "in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  pounds  current  money  of  Virginia  in  hand 
paid,"  they  granted  and  conveyed  to  Shanks  a  tract 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  consisting  of  the  two 
hundred  acres  received  from  John  Lincoln,  his  father, 
and  another  tract  of  about  forty  acres  obtained  from 
one  Munsey.  There  can  scarcely  be  any  reasonable 
doubt  that  this  was  the  sale  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  real 
estate  preparatory  to  his  emigration  to  Kentucky.  The 
deed  was  recorded  on  the  17th  of  June,  1780,  but  with- 
out the  privy  examination  of  "  Bersheba,"  his  wife,  at- 
tached to  the  transfer.  Consequently,  in  order  to  remedy 
this  defect  in  the  conveyance,  there  was  issued  on  the  8th 
of  September,  1 781,  by  the  county  court  of  Rockingham, 
a  commission  of  privy  examination  of  his  wife  "  Ber- 
sheba," "  she  being  unable  to  travel  to  our  said  county 
court  of  Rockingham  to  be  privily  examined  apart 
from  her  husband  whether  she  is  willing  to  relinquish 
her  right  of  dower  in  the  land  in  the  said  deed  men- 
tioned, as  the  law  in  that  case  directs."  This  commis- 
sion was  executed  by  the  commissioners  named  therein 

were  destroyed  during  the  war  by  the  burning  of  the  records  of 
the  county. 

tit  appears  from  these  documents  that  Lincoln's  great-grand- 
mother was  named  "  Rebeckah"and  his  grandmother  "Bersheba." 


)\am,  was  grandfather  to  the  President. 
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court,  and  -c-ded   he  «edj.  oth  of 

edgment  of    Bo  sne  a     ^  ^  said  degd 

SSSSn-  *■ "  ^  -  ",e  • sep- 

"ff .ke  pioneer  removed  to  Ker.- 

and  children.  Jghn  j,  Jr. 

Harrisonburg,  Virginia. 


The  following  letters  from  Lincoln  on  the  subject 
of  W -family ,  which  Mr.  Lamon  refers  to  in  his  life  of 
f  in  oln  a  having  been  destroyed  during  the  war,  have 
Lincoln  as  d  for  the  first  time  are  given 

been  since ^covered a  ^  Lincoln) 

5  ^^XVbrotheroflincaln's  grand, 
JSTwS  retained  in  Virginia,  and  the  originals  are 

2££?«E£     to  whose  courtesy  we 

are  indebted  for  their  publication.        j  ^  ff  ^  ^ 

Washington,  March  24,  1848. 

MR.  DAVID  LINCOLN.  renresentative,  Gov- 

DEAR  Sir  :  Your  very  worthy  "gesetta  ddr£S 

ernor  McDowell,  has  S^^ck ingham,  from  whence 
and  as  my  father  was  born  >"  Ko=HnS     d  t0  Kentucky 
his  father,  Abraham  Lincoln    em  a  ^ 
about  the  year  1782,  I  have  cowma  j  ^ 

ascertain  whether  we  are  nfw0lfme  telling  me  whether 
be  much  obliged,  if  ^^^f^^J^Sxa,  what 
you,  in  any  way,  know  anfnh?ng ™™y|lso  if  you  know 
relation  you  are  to  him,  and  so  oa.  a  y  .ft  y.r_ 
where  your  ^mlTck  as  "ar  as  vou/ knowledge  ex- 

K^^^-*****  a.  Lincoln. 


and  Mordecai  rt^^^SS?^  *« 
cle  Josiah,  farther  back  than  my  ^  heard 
Kentucky  to  Blue  River  in  Indiana  i  n  ^  .&  m 
from  him  in  a  great  many  ^^on  of  what  I  have 
living  I  cannot  say.    My  recou  ^  Qn 

r-^omash\heh1ostr-ofnce  if  Corydon,  Harnson 

-Cfa^fThomas,  *j"*^JgV?9k 
Illinois,  being  in  the  sev enty-firrt  y« *  01        g  amh;s 

correct?  and  which  of  *em  was  you  Qn 
of  them  alive?  I  am  Tennessee 
Wataga,  near  a  point  where  V irgm  r_ 
join  ;  and  that  he  removed  to  Ken- 
haps  thirty,  years.  Also  that  1  no  agQ 
tucky,  near  Lexington,  where  he  mea  a  g  Was 
What  was  your  grandfathe     Chnsti  ^  ^ 

he,  or  not  a  Quaker?  Doyou  know  any- 

from  Berks  county,  Pa.  to  Virginia  »  wr 

thine  of  your  family    or  ratner,  1  "  « 
family)  farther  back  than ^your ^ another  ?      ^  ^ 
If  it  be  not  too  much  trouble  to  y  ou,  ^ 
oleased  to  hear  from  you  again.  _  Be  assui 

desire.  very      y  '       a.  Lincoln. 


WASHINGTON,  April  2,  1 848 

Dear  Sxb  :  ^"^iToTS^fSlS* 
ceiving  and  reading  your  letter  ot        J  Abraham 
There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  that  y  did 
and  my  grandfather  was  the ,  same  man 
reside  in  Washington 1  county -  Kentock^]^  ^ 
you  found  them  m  1801  01 -  a.     1 n  d  from  Ken- 

Movdecai,  near  twenty  years  ago  rem 
tucky  to  Hancock  county  »  ^h«e, ^ 
SJSSST  His^two' sonfthere  now  are  Abraham 


[Since  the  November  f  =  was 

giniaabouti750--EDITOR^ 

Notes  on  Village  Improvement. 

b»-y«*>»««-^^^^«a.  of  the  e„p 

X.";e"ieS"iUtefu«of.lU„e,e»- 
ge,ie  ,„d  capable  who ^ «,         rf  ^ 


LINCOLNSJF  VIRGINIA 

President's  Father  Whs  Bora  In 
Rockingham  County. 

SOME     FORGOTTEN  HISTORY 

Letters  Sbowlngc  President  Lincoln's 
Efforts  To  Trace  Hts  Virginia 
Ancestry. 

[Special  Dispatch  to  the  Baltimore  Sun.l 
Richmond,  Va„  Feb.  12.— It  has  long 
been  known  that  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  during  the  most 
trying  period  of  the  country's  history, 
sprang  from  a  very  old  Virginia  family. 
That  members  of  the  Virginia  branch  of 
the  family  Id  direct  male  descent  are  still 
living  in  Virginia  is  probably  not  so  well 
known.  That  Abraham  Lincoln  while  he 
was  a  member  of  Congress  Indulged  In  a 
correspondence  with  an  unknown  Virginia 
relative  In  a  pathetic  effort  to  establish 
and  prove  his  claim  to  Virginia  ancestry  Is 
probably  hardly  known  at  all- 

The  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  Lin- 
coln Is  being  celebrated  in  song  and  story. 
Much  is  being  written  and  printed  about 
this  man,  who  sprang  from  very  humble 
origin  to  occupy  at  last  the  highest  office 
within  the  gift  of  the  people  of  the  na- 
tion and  whose  ambition  It  became  to  pre- 
serve the  Integrity  of  the  nation  amid  the 
horrors  of  a  great  war.     In  tracing  the 
evolution  of  the  mind  of  Lincoln  one  won- 
ders what  position  he  would  have  taken 
on  the  questions  which  then  confronted 
him  If  his  environment  had  neen  different. 
If  his  ancestors  had  not  emigrated  to  the 
West,  and  if  It  had  been  his  destiny  to  be 
born  among  the  Virginia  hills,  would  he 
have  followed  the  fortunes  of  Virginia  In 
that  momentous  struggle  from  the  effects 
of  which  the  country  even  now  has  hardly 
rallied?    In  that  event  the  history  of  the 
United  States  might  have  been  written  In 
different  characters  upon  another  page. 
Grandfather  Was  From  Aofrn»ta- 
But  the  grandfather  of  the  President 
turned  his  back  upon  his  native  State  when 
he  heard  the  call  of  the  great  West.  This 
ancestor  whose  name  was  also  Abraham, 
was  a  resident  of  Augusta  county,  Virginia, 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary 
War    He  served  as  captain  of  militia  dur- 
ing that  conflict,  sitting  as  a  member  of  a 
court-martial  in  Staunton   in  177b-  "e 
emigrated  to  Kentucky  at  the  close  of  the 
Revolution.     It  was  in   that   State  that 
Thomas,  the  father  of  the  President,  was 
born.     Nothing  now  remains  to  mark  the 
site  of  the  old  Lincoln  residence  on  Lyn- 
vllle  creek  but  a  corner  post  of  the  original 
building.    A  few  yards  distant  from  this 
solitary  sentinel  bubbles  the  Utile  spring 
from  which  the  family  derived  its  water 
supplv.  ,    ,  .. 

Not  far  from  the  old  Lincoln  house  site 
Is  the  homestead  of  the  Pennypackers,  which 
famllv  claims  the  distinction  of  being  cous- 
ins of  the  President  several  times  removed. 
The  lands  of  the  Pennypackers  lie  along 
Lvnville  creek,  a  swift-running  m™nt"'n 
stream  which  flows  through  one  of  the 
mos.  picturesque  and  fertile  section  o 
Rockingham  county,  formerly  a  part  of 
Augusta  county,  in  which  salubrious  see- 
Hon  will  be  found  the  homes  of  all  he 
ancestors  of  President  Lincoln  Se  en 
StaT  distant  from  Lynville  creek  >s  situ 
ated  the  picturesque  village ot  Lacy  Springs, 
the  famous  Winchester  pike  runs  through 
[he  little  town.  Lacy  1 Springs  la rtfce  home 
of   Abraham    Lucius   Lincoln,   the  oldest 

rirtrw£hVSh« 

bam    was  grandfather  to  the  President. 


The  Lincoln  homestead  was  built  In  1820. 

ii  in  handsome  and  comnjodlc-ua  dwelling, 

u  rounded  by  great  shad,  tree,  the  house 
standing  buck  some  distance  from  .he  main 
street  of  the  town. 

Has  Original  Letters. 

Abraham    Lucius    Lincoln,    now    an  In 
BtrUetor  In  Lion  College.  N.  C,  from  which 
school  he  graduated  lust  year,  has  In  bis 
„ossesslon  two  autograph  letters  of  Prcsb 
dent  Abraham  Lincoln,  willcb  were  written 
to  David  l.lncolu,  great^raiyUfither  «>f  trifl 
nresent  owner,  while  (he  Prudent  was  In 
Congress,  and  while  he  was  just  on  the 
eve  of  looming  large  on  the   horizon  of 
public  life     The  letters  were  written  in 
Washington.  D.  C,  ami  are  dated  respec- 
tively, March  24  and  April  2,  in  the  year 
1848.    The  general  purport  of  the  first  let- 
ter was  to  gain  some  information  concern; 
lug  the  relationship  believed  to  exist  be- 
tween the  writer  and  David  Lincoln.  The 
second  letter  is  In  reply  to  one  evidently 
received  from  David  Llucoln  in  answer  to 
the  first.    In  the  last  letter  the  President 
expresses  his  great  satisfaction  at  the  rela- 
tionship between  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
branches  of  the  family  being  established 
heyoud  a  doubt.     After  expressions  of  the 
kindliest  uature  the  President  ends  with 
the  assurance  that,  should  his  travels  ever 
lead  him  through  this  portion  of  the  State 
of  Virginia,  he  would  take  great  pleasure  in 
paying   his    respects   to   his   relatives  at 
Lacy  Springs.    The  letters  have  been  twice 
handed  down  from  father  to  son  and  are  re- 
garded as  family  heirlooms. 

Connection  Shown  By  Records 
Tracing    the    connection    between    the  | 
writer  and  the  recipient  of  these  letters  and  ; 
the  first  Lincoln  settlers  in  Rockingham, 
county,  the  old  records  of  the  County  Clr-  i 
cult  Court,  at  Staunton,  furnish  much  in- 
teresting Information.     In  the  clerk  s  of- 
fice of  the  court  at  Staunton  is  recoided  a 
paper  entitled,  "Grant  of  land  situate  on. 
Lynville  Creek,  Colony  of  Augusta  (now 
Rockingham  county),  to  John  Linkborn,  by 
his  Majesty  George  III,  King  of  Great 
Britain."    From  this  John  Liukhorn  de- 
scended Abraham,  grandfather  of  the  Presi- 
dent.   Both  the  Lincoln  and  the  1 enny- 
packer  places  on  Lynville  Creek  belonged 
to  this  original  grant  of  land.    It  Is  on 
this   latter    reservation   that    there  still 
I    stands  a  portion  of  the  old  stone  house  In 
which  the  original  settlers  lived  and  had 
their    being.    Miss    Kate     Penny  packer, 
youngest  daughter  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lin- 
coln pennypacker,  lives  there  at  the  pres- 
ent time.    Robert  T.  Lincoln,  only  son  of 
the  President,  visited  the  scene  of  the  early 
home  of  his  ancestors  and  was  the  guest 
of  Miss  Pennypacker  several  years  ago. 

Of  the  children  of  David  Lincoln  three 
spent  their  entire  lives   In  Rockingham 
county— Mrs.    Peter    Lincoln    Kootz,  of 
Athlone  ;  Jacob  Lincoln  and  Abraham  Lin- 
coln   all    deceased.    Preston    and  Jacob 
Lincoln,  sons  of  Jacob  Lincoln,  and  Dr. 
J    B,  Lincoln,  J.  J.  Lincoln  and  S.  W.  I 
Lincoln   sons  of  Abraham,  constitute  the 
present  generation  of  Rockingham  county  | 
Llncolns  bearing  the  original  patronymic,  j 
From  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Jacob  and  j 
Abraham  Lincoln  have  sprung  a  numer-  I 
ous  progeny,  dotting  almost  every  corner 
and  crossroads  of  the  county.    The  eldest 
great-grnndson  of  David  Lincoln  bearing 
the  name  is  Abraham  Lucius,  the  present 
owner   of   the   Lincoln  letters.    He  was 
born  September  17,  1887,  and  la  said  to 
greatly    resemble   bis  illustrious  relative 
President  Lincoln. 

This  young  man  is  now  teaching  and 
pursuing  his  master  of  arts  degree  in  Elon 
College,  where  he  graduated  (bachelor  of 
arts)  in  the  spring  of  last  year.  Rev.  Dr. 
W.  W.  Staley,  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  In  deliver- 
ing the  diploma  to  the  young  man  said: 
"Mr.  Lincoln,  If  you  build  a  character  to 
resemble  as  strongly  that  of  your  Illus- 
trious and  distinguished  relative,  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  as  you  resemble  him  in  fea- 
ture, possessing  as  you  do  the  heavy  black 
hair,  high  cheek  bones  and  big  mouth 
which  were  all  strong  characteristics  of 
the  President,  who  knows  but  that  some 
day  you,  too,  may  have  heaped  upon  you 
the  honor  and  responsibility  of  becoming 
the  President  of  the  United  States." 


A  LINCOLN  OF 

THE  VIRGINIA  BRANCH 


ABRAHAM  LUCIUS  LINCOLN 


years  ago,  Is  still  standing,  and  near  by  Is 
the  homestead  In  which  Daniel  Boone  the 
great  Kentucky  pioneer,  was  born.  About 
1750  one  branch  of  the  Lincoln  family, 
with  the  Boones  and  John  Hanks  and  his 
family,  left  Berks  county  for  the  boutn. 
John  Hanks  was  the  progenitor  of  Nancy 
Hanks,  the  mother  of  President  Lincoln, 
and  the  most  friendly  associations  existed 
among  the  three  families  for  many  years. 
One  of  the  most  eminent  citizens  of  Berks 
was  an  Abraham  Lincoln  In  the  Revolu- 
tionary War. 

In  view  of  all  these  reminders  the  ob- 
servance by  the  public  sctfools  yesterday 
was  supplemented  by  exercises  by  the  pa- 
triotic societies. 


I  LINCOLN^FOREBEARS. 

Historian  of  the  Family  Discusses  Its 
Virginia  Branch. 

To  I  he  Kttitvv  of  The  A  nr  York  Timcx: 

1  n  his  letter  "  I  nciviirer  "  states  Uiat  the 
Llncolns  were  ill  Virginia  as  early  as 
lliliL',  which  is  a  point  that  has  never  to 
my  recollection  before  been  mentioned, 
though  there  were  Lineal  ns  in  Arundel 
County,  Mil.,  as  early  us  1»>67,  where  a 
William  Lincoln  was  a  witness  to  a  will. 
The  ancestry  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
ha3  been  traced  from  Samuel  Lincoln  of 
Hingham,  and  from  the  President  back 
to  Samuel  Lincoln,  both  searches  giv- 
ing identically  the  same  data,  and  from 
public  records. 

President  Lincoln  knew  little  about  his 
forebears,  and  while  he  makes  the  state- 
ment that  they  were  Quakers,  the  facts 
are  that  while  many  of  them  did  attend 
the  Quaker  Church  they  were  not  mem- 
bers of  it.  Many  of  his  Pennsylvania 
relatives  and  ancestors  are  buried  in  the 
Friends'  Cemetery  at  Exeter,  Penn. 

The  names  quoted  by  '"inquirer"  as 
being-  given  by  the  President  as  common 
in  his  family— Enoch,  Levi,  Abraham,  and 
Mordecai — are  certainly  common  in  the 
Hingham  families,  and  those  of  Morde- 
cai and  Abraham,  particularly  so  in  that 
of  the  family  of  Samuel.  The  late  Solo- 
mon Lincoln  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  many 
years  ago  took  up  this  subject  and  fol- 
lowed it  out  very  carefully,  and  there 
has  never  been  anv  question  as  to  his  re- 
searches. Since  then  several  others  have 
taken  up  the  matter  and  made  more 
thorough  searches,  and  fully  proved  the 
correctness  of  Mr.  Solomon  Llncolns 
work  Some  of  these  people  were  of  the 
Pennsylvania  lines  of  Llncolns,  and  had 
found  among  the  family  old  documents 
and  old  records,  which  settled  many 
doubts.  ,     ,  , 

As  to  an  Abraham  Lincoln  being  :n 
Augusta  County,  Va.,  and  called  a  soldier 
there  is  nothing  improbable  in  that,  as 
we  know  bv  deeds  that  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, the  grandfather  of  the  President, 
was  living  in  that  section  in  J 168,  when 
his  father  John  bought  land,  as  per  deed 
recorded  at  Staunton,  Va.  [he  above 
mentioned  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  m 
173D,  and  in  1T7T  would  be  !!8  years  of  age, 
so  that  he  could  readily  have  served  as 
others  of  the  name  and  family  did  in  ine 
Revolutionary  Army. 

Perhaps  "Wharton  Dickinson  is  of  tin 
Pennsylvania  Dickinsons,  who  have  inter- 
married with  the  p!,:'!rJ;lJll'?1!1vr.nr  m 

JAMES  M.   LIM  OL.JN. 
Wareham,  Mass.,  March  15,  1012. 


I  Lincoln's  Lineage 

The  spelling  of  thj  ™  he  was 

Would  ^uirftUya\ock     That  Abraham 
f  Anglo-Saxon  stock.  Qf  hig 

'Lincoln  himself     new  by 

oestry  1b  ^V***  he  says', 
him  in  m  wl^h  12.   1809,  in 

"I   was  bom  £bfu     .     My  parentS 
Hardin  county.  Ke ntu    ■      t      ot  un- 
"ere    both   born     n  y.lsreBconiJ  families, 
distinguished  f-JTsay.    '    *  \S 
perhaps.     1       ,fnther     Abraham  l<m 
paternal  fandfat her  Rooklngnam 
coin,     emigrated     fro       tucUy  about 
l^n^n^xear  or  two  later 

ancestors,  who  were  W  Pennsyl- 
!  Virginia  *e£"ientlfy  them  with 

vanla.    An  eft ort  to  the  same 

tne  New  Eng  and  fjml«  deflnit 
1  name  ended  i     »J  christian  names." 
than  a  similarity  of  C         ^  H 

A  few  years  ago  -J     «      lbnshed  an 
Inlnghausen,  of  Baltimore  ^  h 

*  article   in  «**?*™e  to  a  Pennsyl- 
traced  Lincoln  n  Uneag  ^  name 

vanla  Dutch  or  g  n-    He  g  ^  feut 

of  the  grandfather  not  cQun, 

Abraham  "»*h0™i  ™?y  composed  of 
ty  community  was  larg^^^^  ^ 

Quakers  and  oi  f  DiDitcal 

wh0  had  a  specla  f°n^of  these  Link- 
names,  ««  "'christian  names, 
horns  had  b  W  d  there  were  Unk- 
Hennlnghausen  found  ry  ^ 

horns  during  the  Revo  horn  liv. 

Among  them  an  Abraham  that 

ing  m  V»rgln,ap(.0fd  a  deed,  dated  May 
he  found  on  "cord  a  c.  dfather 

»'   "M\  as ^AbrahanfT.nkhorn- 


freeholdTU  ITthursoay^aS  8, 


1926 


Abe  Lincoln  in  Virginia 


From  *>  copy  of  an  interesting  book 
called  'Forerunners,"  [jubhsheJ  by 
Harry  M.  Hirieklcr,  of  Harrisonburg 
Va.,  wequote  the  following  paragraph* 
about  tho  Lincoln  family  in  Rocking- 
ham County,  V,,.,  by  permission  of  the 
author. 

Kusan  Strickl.M  married  Harry  Shav- 
er. They  had  a  yon  Washington,  born 
Oct.  80,  1S13,  married  Uliza  Ann  Lin- 
coln, was  married  in  1H34.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  Amies 
Fleming  of  Mo. 

The  Lincolns,  by  Mrs.  Jacob  Kynaan. 

My  graat-grand-father,  Lincoln,  was 
born  in  Virginia,  but  moved  lo  Keu- 
tueky  in  early  life.  He  went  to  Virginia 
on  horse  back  with  considerable  money 
withhimin  his  "saddle  pockets."  He 
never  reached  his  Kentucky  home  and 
iLwa-i  always  supposed  he  was  rubbed 

and  killed,  I  think  his  name  waa  Abra- 
ham and  grandfathers  name  was  Abra- 
ham. H,  moved  from  Kentucky  to 
Missouri  in  1817.  He  located  first  in  what 
is  now  known  as  Saline  eounty.  It  was 
knowu  as  Teatson  Bottoui.  j 
In  lyia  he  moved  to  what  is  known  as 
Clay  County,  Mo.,  near  the  present  cite  Nauey  Hanks.  P. 

of  Liberty  and  he  had  the   first    black- 1  aiL'd        she  married  Thomas  Lincoln 
smith  .shop  there.  He  killed  a  panlhergo-  UI1U"  became  the  mother  of  the  President, 
ing  from  vhis  work  to  his  homo,  about  a      '    "  ' 
mile.  They  split    logs    and   built  high 
pens  to  keep  the   wolves  .from  getting 


The  right  winy  of     that   army  pushed 
aorosa  the  Alleghaiiiea  and  Ohio.  The 
left  wing  spread  over    northern  Mary- 
land und  poured  across  the  Potomac  and  j 
on  thru' the  Shenandoah  valley    Abra-  J 
ham  Lincoln's    family  belonged  to  the  | 
left  wing  of  the  immigrant    army.    His  j 
family  drifted  from  Lancaster  county, 
Pa.,  to  Rockingham  county.  Va.  Only  ( 
one  member  of  this  family  remained  in  j 
Rockingham  county    while   the    other  j 
members  of  the    family    followed  the ' 
po'itliern-most    drift     in  Kentucky. 
Home  member*  or  that  family  removed 
to  that  stale,  while  others  removed  into 
Missouri,  while  still  others  tinned  north 
into  Indiana  and  Illinois.  Abraham  Liu- 
coin  was  a  direct    descendant   of  the 
Pennsylvania  Pilgrims.  He,  as  well  us  I 
his  ancestors,  all  along  the  line,    whether  ' 
they  went  north  or  whether  they   went  | 
south  of  the  Mason  &  Dixon  lines,  lived 
among  people  who  were  more    or  less 
adverse  to  slavery. 
Someone  has  said,  "Show  me  a  great, 
an, and  I  will  show  you  a  great  mother." 
It  is  likely  that  Nancy  Hanks  was  a 
Rockingham  product.  Hank*  are  found 
with  early  records  of  Rockingham  coun- 
ty and  we  also  find  some  of  these  Ro  -k- 
inghams  in  Kentucky.   They  with  the 
Lincolns  followed  the  south  west  drift 
into  Kentucky. 

I  lind  a  marriage  bond  in  Rocking- j 
ham  County  where  John  Hanks  outer-! 
ed  into  bond  to  marry  Annie  Riinnion 
in  1800,  These  people  lived  in  the  same 
section  of  the  County  where  the  Lin- 
los  lived  1  wonder  if  Annie  is  not 
bably    her  husband 


their  stock  at  night 

i  My  grand-mother's  name  was  Agues 
Fleming  [m.  Abraham  Lincoln.J  Her 
mother  came  from  Ireland.  They  bad 
five  children,  Albert,  Arch,  Eli/a  Ann 
Khzabeth  and  Delila  Lincoln.  Tiiey  are 
all  dead  but  all  left  descendants  Her 
grand-father,  Abraham  Lincoln,  must 
have  been  a  brother  or  lirst  cousin  of 
the  President's  father. 

j  The  Lincolns 

I  John  Lincoln  located  on  LioviJl 
creek  prior  to  the  Revolution  coming 
from  Pennsylvania.  He  had  four  bods 
Oapt  .Jacob  Lincoln,  the  only  one 
who  remained  in  Virginia  and  built  the 
handsome  brick  residence  in  LinviJIe 
on  the  old  homestead. 
John. 

Isaac. 

Abraham  went  to  Kentucky  in  1771, 
when  Thomas  was  about  four  years 

Thomas  Lincoln  1778-1801. 

Abraham  born  in  Kentucky  Feb  12 
1809.  He  became  the  Kith  president  of 
the  U.  N.  His  ancestors    were  Quakers. 

Aim  hihza  Lincoln's  line. 

Thomas?  Lincoln  b  in  Virginia  went 
to  Kentucky. 

Abraham  Lincoln  m.  Agnes  Fleming, 
moved  to  Mo.  in  1817, 

Ann  Eliza  born  1817  m.  Waahineton 
shaver.  b 

His) 


try  tells  us  that  the  President's 
gram  father  was  killed  by  the  Indians 
near  lus  home  in  Kentucky.  It  is  said 
that  t no  Lincoln  home  on  Lin vi lie 
creek  was  the  first  brick  house  built  in 
Rockingham  County.  The  Lincolns 
Mrs.  Susan  Shaver  Kyi  nan  waa  edu- 
cated at  Hollm's  Institute,  RogersviUe 
Va.  She  met  and  married  Jacob  Rymau' 
a  young  Kentuckian  who  was  visiting 
David  Lincoln.  Mrs  Rymau  came  from 
the  well  known  Gatewood  family  of 
Kentucky.  David  Lincoln's  wife  was 
from  the  same  family. 

Jacob  Lincoln's  will. 
Jacob  Lincoln's  willjis  recorded  io 
Rockingham  county,  [burnt]  records.  It 
was  recorded  on  the  1 7th  of  February , 
182U  and  was  probated  in  the  same  year 
evidently,  although  the  date  is  destroy- 
ed. He  mentions  his  wife  and  the  fol- 
lowing children:  David,  Jacob,  Dorcas 
Strayer  (a  son  in  law,)  Matthew  Dyer, 
(a  son  inlaw,)  Rebecca,  Hannah,  Evans 
Polly  Hmtouof  Kentucky.  Abigail  Coil- 
man,  and  Elizabeth  Chrisman  Ho 
makes  his  three  sons-in-law,  John 
Strayer,  Doreas  Strayer  and  Joseph 
qpffman  executors  He  mentions  laud 
winch  lie  purchased  of  Thomas  Lincoln 
and  which  waa  willed  to  Thomas  by  bis 
father,  Among  other  things  he  gave  to 
his  daughter  Abigail,  a  negro  boy  called 
Sam  and  a  negro  girl  named  Emily 
which  she  now  has.  Witnesses  to  the 
will  were  Joseph  Hywater,  John  Pack- 
er and  John  Moor. 

The  Linvllle house  built  ir»  1800 
Jacob  Lincoln's  house  was  built  in  1800 
and  is  still  standing  in  excellent  state  of 
preservation  and  is  now  owned  by  <i  W 
Miller,  It  is  located  about  7  miles  liortl 
of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  and  about  a  mile 
downstream  from  Weuger's  mill  ju*i 
east  of  the  public  road  on  au  elevation 
separated  from  the  east   brauoh  of  the 
oreok  by  a    beautiful    meadow.  The 
President's  father  was  likely  bom  near 
the  shop  but  not  in  this  house.  It  hasa 
beautifully  carved  mantle  piece  and  a 
front  door  of  Colonial    design.  Jacob 
Lincoln  was  Captain  of  Militia  company 
No.  20.  Ttiepera  mal  tai  booksfor  the 
year  credit  Jacob    Lincoln    with  four 
slaves  and  Joint  Lincoln  with  no  slaves, 
Woollier  Lincoln's  were  taxed  with  per 
,  sonal taxes.  In  182U  the    following  Lin- 
colns were  taxed  with  lands,  all  in  Coili- 
|pany  No.  ti.  John  Lincoln  Sr.,  with  200 
j  acres;  Oapt.  Jacob  Lincoln  with  £25 
|  acres  and  200  acres  and   John  Lincoln 


John  Hank  signed  the  bond  in  tierman 
The  clerk  wrote  Ins  name  on  the  bond 
"Hawk." 

Mr.  Strickler  Kxplains. 
Mr.  Strickler.  in   writing   us,  says   in  I 
answering  queried: 

Barton's  life  gives  a  copy  of  the  mar-  : 
riage  bond  of  Thomas  Lincoln.  Strange 
to  say  that  the  earliest  historians  did  not 
find  this  record.  The  marriage  took 
place  in  another  county  and  they  did  not 
look  there  for  it.  Barton  does  not  think 
that  the  Lincolns  were  Quakers  but 
your  evidence  seems  to  be  pretty  ^ clear 
on  the  point.  John  Lincoln  may  not 
have  been.  Hut  that  happened  with 
nearly  every  (Quaker  family,  many 
would  nor  subscribe  to  the  severe  rules, 
did  not  join  any  church,  or  I'liitcd  with 
some  other  Protestant  church. So  we  see 
(hem  uniting  with  the  Baptist  church  in 
Virginia.  Man)  of  the  early  Meuuonites 
united  with  the  Baptist  church  in  Va. 
The  Presbyterians  thought  his  great- 
grandfather was  a  Quaker. 

Lincoln  was  spelled  L-i-u-c-o-l-n  in 
Virginia.  Bill  I  find  one  instance  at 
least  where  it  was  spelled  ''Linkhorn. 
I  found  on  an  old  paper  in  the  Clerk's 
Office  the  name  Linkhorn.  it  lootvod 
like  a  memorandum  placed  there  by 
some  one.  Across  the  lop  of  the  paper 
was  "Linkhorn"  then  ar  another  place 
was ''Linkhorn  &  Matthews."  I  his  was 
on  the  back  of  the  paper  and  not  in  the 
body  of  the  instrument  with  which  it 
had  nothing  lo  do  with  Lincoln.  1  have 
heard  the  name  pronounced  Linkhorn 
with  the  accent  on  the  Lfnic.  and  if  the 
person  pronouncing  it  was  a  real  hot- 
headed Johnny  Rob  he  might  place  the 
accent  on  the  horn,  emphasizing  that 
part  of  it.  Hut  I  have  not  seen  the 
name  signed  in  Viginia  m  anv  way  ex- 
cept Lincoln.  "Old  Abe  1  inkhorn"  was 
no  doubt  often  heard  in  the  south  dur- 
ing the  war. 

What  Saved  Dayton. 

Joseph  CofiFman  [  Kaufman]  in.  Aba- 
gail  Lincoln  and  wan  living  in  the 
Brick  House  a  short  distance  down  the 
crock  from  Day  I  en  where  Mr.  Long 
now  resides.  Abagail  Linclon  ColTman, 
an  elderly  lady  was  tho  lirst  cousin 
[twice  removed]  to  the  president.  Mrs. 
Colfman  had  a  very  devoted  black  a 
woman  when  she  sent  to  headquarters  I 
that  she  waa  a.  lirst  cousin  to  the  presi- 
dent and  she  pleaded  with  the  officers  to 
save  the  home  of  her  aged  mistress  and- 
also  to  save  Dayton.  It  is  a  fact  that  the 
tollman  mansion  waa  not  burned  wbiio 
many  all  around  it  waa  given  up  to 
names.  I  have  also  heard  that  Hen, 
Custer  had  his  headquarters  there.  Ii 
heard  tho  officer  who  came  to  burn  the 
boiisc  discovered  a  Masonic  aprou  and 
an  old  picture  of  the  President  in  one  of 
the  rooms  and  for  these  reasons  did  not 
burn  it.  A  few  days  after  the  burning 
id  and  around  Dayton  Sheridan  began 
his  retreat  down  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
burning  all  tho  barns  and  mills  and  kill- 
ing the  stock.  Hut  certainly  lien.  Sher- 
idan would  not  have  given  the  order  to 
burn  the  houses  around  Dayton  if  he 
had  known  that  Major  J.  S.  Meigs  had 
been  killed  in  a  fair  light  with  Con- 
federates and  not  by  citizens  of  thai 
place  apd  the  soldier  captured  was 
released  to  tell  the  truth  about  tin- 
light. 


/yw  ivi/'  ^  ^ 


August  Bf  im& 


Misa  Kate  Pennybaolrer 

LinviHe, 

Va. 

My  dear  34  se  Pennybakers 

8i»o©  re.turaing  home  from 
Virginia  t  hav®  thought  very  much  about  your 
antiou®  furniture.       I  do  not  know  what  you 
propose  to  do  with  them  but  I  hav©  thought  it 
would  bo  a  sham®  to  hare  the  pfcfccea  oo  long 
a»sooiatedf  distributed  to  different  parties, 

I  am  *onderlnf  if  you  are  thinking  of  selling 
them  liittbe  near  future,  if  ©o,  I  would  113c©  t® 
try  and  interest  some  of  my  friend®  in  a® dieting 
me  .to  purchase  what  you  oar®  to  dispose  of. 

ffould  fou  mind  making  a  il«t  of  *®h%t  you 
h*ve    «mft  also  £ive  the  price    you  have  placed 
on  each  piece,  also  the  lowest  possible  figure 
which  you  woxild  take  for  th®  entire  collection. 

^ith  ibl©  information  I  ©hall' take  immediate, 
s.tepe  to'  try  and  make  arrittl&eJ&ente  for  their 
purohaae. 

I  hav®  talked  w*th  &cm©    people  about  the 
collection  but  thev  are  unabi©  to  ^pprrieiate  them 
without  acting  thera,  and  I  ©hall  have  to  use  my 
own  influence  to  brln^  those  I  wish  to  interest  to 
my  point  of  view.    Of  oour®®  the  total  value 
placed  on  th©  entire  lot  will  have  much  to  do 
with  the  auooess  of  my  effort®,  so  1  hope  that  you 
will  price  then  at  the  lowest  poeoible  figure  which 
you  feel  represent®  th®ir  value. 

Remembering  very  pleasantly  ay  vlelt  wfcth  you 
I  an, m|ncer©ly  yours 


Sincerely  youre. 


August  17,  lOTt 


u 

Miss  Kate  ©nnybfsker 


Linville,  Va. 

My  dear  ^iss  penaybafcsrt 

I  «m  glad  to  hear  from 
you  and  remember  *ery  pleasantly  my  ^lslt  ** 
your  home* 

M  the  time  I  approached  you  about  the 

po.ama  purchase  £J2s2fft3 Inline  an 
furniture  in  your  ro«e*Bion,  I  naa  m\ mw» 

organisation  nhich  waa  ^^.^J^^te 
Lincoln  Colonial  Boom  and  I  felt  J**°*t. 
JSld  make  a  good  foundation  for  the  P^ect. 
SJ* *£«  Se  ^Uer^er  ^ 
them  that  you  were  not  ready  Just  tnOT  w  ^ 
of  thorn* 

My  official  oaplcity  with  this  Jgg^g  0pen 
the  wa?  for  a  sale.    1  hare  g^AjfJf |T  " 
arailaUe  Lincoln  antique,  and  should  ballad  to 
do  what  I  can  to  assist  you  to^u^ 
SeasT understand  that  I  except  no  emissions  and 
«y^^that  X  may  do  for  you  in  this  ro^ct 
ISl^sratis  and  in  the  interest  of  Lincolnlana. 

t  «ini  d  onceest  that  you  list  the  places  and 
I  would  «n«ges»^jr         holding  each  item, 
state  the  price  at  tthieh  you  are  ™ia***e> 
*£ill  then  Get  busy  and  see  what  X  can  do. 

Most  sincerely  yours, 


umf* 


i 


!?£OGS  YOU 


■ 


/ 


mm 


mm 


Hi 


AMu  for 


.   W  I  » 


\ 


October  24,  1928. 


Miss  Sate  Pennybaker 
Linville 

Sockixi^haa  County 
Virginia 

My  dear  Miss  Pennybaker j 

I  am  very  glad  to  receive  your  letter  giving 
the  items  of  your  antique  pieces  of  furniture  and  al- 
though I  have  sent  out  some  letters  relative  to  them,  I 
shall  he  glad  to  pursue  the  efforts  still  further. 

As  yet  the  photographs  of  these  pieces  have 
act  arrived  hut  when  they  come,  I  shall  he  very  glad 
to  send  them  to  one  of  the  best  prospects* 

I  shall  be  very  glad  to  learn  if  you  are  suc- 
cessful in  the  disposition  of  the  items. 


Respectfully  yours. 


»  Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation. 

LAW:CZ 

LOUIS  JU  WW 


December  4,  1928 


Mi  30  Kate  Pennybaker 
Limrille,  Virginia 


My  dear  Mi  as  pennytoaker: 

I  hare  J-*  received  the  photo g«£ef 
^iture  which  ^^res~  %^y    T^lS  »  t- 

L,»M  U  di.po.ine  of  any  of  the  it«B. 

fk.  package  was  hroton  open  .hen  It  arrived  and 
„  I  do  not  fcno.  that  I  have  all  of  the  print.. 


aespectfully  yo1"9' 


LA3:CS 

Louis  A.  Warren 


 '  Director, 

Lincoln  Ilieiorloai  iieeearckrVoundation 


January  30,  1929 


lies  Kate  ireiasybafcer 
Mnville,  Yirginia 

Uy  dear  Mis  a 

I  was  very  glad  to  receive  your  letter, 
especially  so  because  I  feel  that  now  I  hare  been  In 
touch  with  someone  who  may  possibly  be  Interested  Is 


I  eaaaoi  understand,  howorer,  who  the 
Ibv  Browning  is        represents  or  auctioneering  company 
and  who  happens  to  be  acquainted  with  me,  as  X  have  cer- 
tainly adTlaed  no  such  person  of  your  antiques. 

1  have  taken  the  miter  up  with  the  Chicago 
Historical  Society  and  I  cannot  seem  to  get  very  much 
response  from  them  Just  at  present. 

If  yon  have  not  already  heard  from  this  other 
party  which  I  have  Interested,  yon  will  hear  from  him  In 
a  few  cays  I  am  sure,  and  1  would  suggest  yon  make  no  more 
in  disposing  ©f  the  items  until  you  hear  from  him. 

X  shall  be  pleased  to  continue  to  do  ell  I  can 
to  help  you  sell  the  curios  hut  you  need  not  consider  any 
financial  remuneration  because  this  Foundation  would  not 
reveal  any  financial  consideration  for  the  efforts  it  In 
putting  forth  in  this  field. 

1  shall  take  the  matter  up  with  yon  again  in 
a  few  days  as  seen  as  1  hear  from  the  parties  which  have 
recently  become  interested  in  your  curios. 

Hespectfully  yours. 


rtjiTiiiB  ii.  9i  m  ..      if  mi  mi  niiiiii.iMnii  mm  n  ul  iii.iijm-iiiiiii.K-i  i  wsgft^    -juluuj-  *****  # 

La*:¥L  Xdncoln  Historical  Research  Foundation. 


ml  kt$  *  V 


ml  slaa?  » 


Kiss  Kate  Peanybaksr 
Unvilie,  Virginia 

«y  dear  Mies  Pennyfeafcer! 

I  have  yotff  kind  letter  and  regret  to  learn 
that  the  Lincoln  Heatoriai  University  with  hea&euarters 
at  Washington,  did  net  feel  as  thoagh  they  could  in* 
vest  in  the  pieces  of  furniture  which  you  nave.       i  ' 

Relative  to  the  Mr.  Browning  who  wishes  to 
tell  your  fursifcnre,  I  cannot  seem  to  smmmk&r  hisi,  but 
if  has  relatives  In  Decatur  it  is  possible  that  I  say 
know  thesu 

I  hate  one  or  two  other  inquiries  about  the 
furniture  and  within  the  course  of  a  week  or  so  will 
take  up  the  matter  with  you  again  if  1  can  interest  them. 

1  hope  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  yon  to 
sacrifice  these  valuable  curios  hut  if  at  any  eta  you 
change  your  mind  relative  to  the  assount  you  feel  you  will 
he  able  to  get  for  them,  kindly  advise  ne  as  the  price 
of  course  is  always  a  consideration  in  the  purchasing  of 
antiques* 

Segretting  again  that  the  Lincoln  Memorial 
University  is  act  to  have  your  collection,  I  m 

Sespeotfully  yours, 


&ftfft*& 


• •  •    I  Director, 
toln  Historical  Besearch  foundation. 


fete 


A.  Lucius  Lincoln 

UPPER  HOUSE 
LAWRENCEVILLE  SCHOOL 
L.AWRENCEVILLE,  NEW  JERSEY 


December  19,1 928 

Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mr.  Warren: 

Your  letter  of  December  reached  me  yesterday 
after  several  remailings  in  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina. 

I  shall  be  very  glad  to  f orward  you  jh ortly 
a  cut,  which  happens  to  be  at  P^ent  in  the 
hands  of  printers  in  Baltimore.   I  am  writing 
the  printers  by  this  mail. 

You  may  be  interested  to  know  that  I  have  in 
ny  possession  two  original  Lincoln  letters. 
These  letters,  dated  1848,  are  personal 
having  for  the  subject  the  Lincoln  family 
nf Vi?*inia    They  are  addressed  to  my  great - 
JrJ\  father    David  Lincoln  and  were  willed  to 
me  by  my  grandfather,  Abraham  Lincoln,  who 
Itel  in 1903.  I  should  be  glad  to  furnish 
you  typed  copies  or  photostats  at  no 
expense. 

1  "  I  have,  also,  an  excellent  photograph  of  my 

grandfather . 


Very  truly  yours, 


Urn  flfu^  i 

ic  &BtX**t  Abraham  Lucius  Lincoln 


»oeeraber  36,1928 


Mr.  A»Lmitsi35*tecolii 
I,awrencewille  School 
Lawrenoewllle,  Hew  Jersey 

My  dear  Mr*  kincofcaj 

Tour  letter  was  very  welcome, 
net  only  because  I  an  interested  in  using  the 
pl&togrsph,  telcavse  esisecially  became  of  the 
contests  which  you  haw©  had  with  the  number*  of 
your  fanily. 

She  magasiae  article  of  which  I  sooke  Is  to 
appear  in  the  gfatioa^l  Republic  for  February. 
I  efcp^Bjteyou  hM  better  forward  the  cut  to  the 
editor  Mr.  Frank  P.Litschert,  4£5  3&a&  St.  S.W. 
^aa^iaagton,  D.  0.  as  I  am  sure  It  -sill  be  to  late 
Jaf  it  ooiaHt  "to'aift  first. 

I  sua  writing   mm  Litschert  today  telling 
him  he  ©ay  expect  the  cut  sad  to  be  on  the  lo  kout 
for  it. 

Tour  offer  to  foraifdi  m  copies  of  the 
Dawid  Lincoln  letters  is  wery  kind  indeed  and 
while  I  hare  seen  the©  in  print  I  should  like 
wery  ranch  to  hare  Ifte  photostat  copies  of  these 
letters. 

Hien  the  magasine  is  out  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
hare  thea  send  you  a  copy. 


Respectfully 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Koso.'srch  foundation 


Jane  18,  1929 


&r«  O&zrihim  Jjaatu&  Lincoln 
WfiwefTlU*,  Hev  Jersey 

My  dear  My,  Lincoln: 

It  baa  occurred  to  no  that  poealbly  you  ni$it 
fee  Interested  la  the  history  of  lasamlaa  Uaeeln's  family, 
and  I  m  taking  the  privilege  to  send  ycm  a  reprint  of  a 
aagaslae  article  *hieh  appeared  ia  the  Indiana  M&gaslae  of 

History. 

feu  will  find  bore  the  first  attempt  to  toll 
the  etory  of  tale  associate  of  J&raaea  Lincoln,  the  pioneer 

father  of  the 

I  treat  ycm  stay  enjoy  reading  ft. 
Beepectfolly  youro. 


LAWsVL 


_  t  f  .     m  jn    (,     |]|0  tfUWNT, 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation. 


FAMILY  HISTORY  IN 
LETTERS  BY  LINCOLN 

Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach,  of  This  City,  Comes  Into 
Possession  of  Two  Interesting  Missives,  Concern 
ing  President's  Ancestry,  Written  in  1848 


By  C.  H.  BONTE 


I 


N  VIEW  of  the  celebration  next 
Wednesday  of  the  birthday  anni- 
versary of  Abraham  Lincoln,  it  is 
only  natural  that  thoughts  are  begin- 
ning to  turn  to  intimate  phases  in  the 
life  of  the  Great  Emancipator,  as  so 
frequently  expressed  in  his  many  lucid 
and  straightforward  letters.  Two  of 
these,  which  only  recently  came  to 
light  in  New  England,  where  .hey  were 
achieved  from  a  descendant  of  the  man 
Solomon  Lincoln,  to  whom  they  were  ( 
written,  have  just  come  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  noted  Philadelphia  spe- 
cialist in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
books,  autographs  and  letters,  Dr.  A. 
S.  W.  Rosenbach. 

These  Lincoln  missives  are  of  par- 
ticular interest  since  they  were  writ- 
ten, not  after  he  had  risen  to  the  full 
glory  of  the  Presidential  office,  but  in 
1848,  shortly  after  he  had  been  sent 
to  Washington  as  a  Representative 
from  his  State.  They  are  both  in  per- 
fect condition,  their  paper  being  of  a 
very  sturdy  nature  and  the  ink  used  of 
a  sort  which  has  not  faded.  They  both 
contain  facts  about  Lincoln's  ancestry, 
which  must  be  authentic,  coming  as 
they  do  from  his  own  hand.  One,  dated 
March  6,  1848.  reads: 
Mr.  SoIouh'D  Lincoln. 
Dear  Sir: 

Your  letter  to  Mr.  Hale,  in  which 
you  do  me  the  honor  of  making  some 
kind  enquiries  concerning  me,  has  been 
handed  me  by  Mr.  Hale,  with  the  re 
quest  that  I  should  give  you  the  de 
sired  information.  I  was  born  Feb 
12th,  1809,  in  Hardin  .County,  Ken- 
tucky. My  father's  name  is  Thomas: 
my  granfather  was  Abraham,  the  same 
as  my  own.  My  grandfather  went  from 
Rockinham  county,  in  Virginia,  to  Ken- 
tucky, about  the  year  1782;  and,  two 
years  afterwards,  was  killed  by  the  In- 
dians. We  have  a  vague  tradition,  that 
my  great-grandfather  went  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  Virginia,  and  that  he  was  a 
Quaker.  Further  back  than  this,  I 
have  never  heard  anything.  It  may  do 
no  harm  to  say  that  'Abraham''  and 
"Mordecai"  are  common  names  in  our 
family;  while  the  name  "Levi,"  so 
common  among  the  Lincolns  of  New 
England,  I  have  not  known  in  any  in- 
stance among  us. 

Owing  to  my  father  being  left  an  or- 
phan at  the  age  of  six  years,  in  pov- 
erty, and  in  a  new  country,  he  became 
a  wholly  uneducated  man,  which  I  sup- 
pose is  the  reason  why  I  know  so  little 
of  our  family  history.  I  believe  1  can 
say  nothing  more  that  would  at  all  in- 
terest you.  If  you  shall  be  able  to 
trace  any  connection  between  yourself 


and  me,  or,  in  fact,  whether  you  shall 
or  not,  I  should  be  pleased  to  have  a 
line  from  you  at  any  time. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  LINCOLN. 
The  other  letter,  written  to  the  same 
man,  who,  though  hearing  the  identical 
family  name  as  the  martyred  President, 
was  probably  not  a  blood  relation,  con- 
tinues the  interesting  discussion  which 
was  started  in  the  first.  This  was 
penned  on  March  24,  of  the  same  year, 
and  it  says: 
Mr.  Solomon  Lincoln, 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  21st  is  re- 
ceived.   I  shall  not  be  able  to  answer 
your  interrogatories  very  fully.    I  will, 
however,  do  the  best  I  can.    I  have 
mentioned  that  my  grandfather's  name 
was  Abraham.    He  had,  as  I  th»nk  I 
have  heard,  four  brothers,  Isaac,  Jacob, 
Thomas  and  John.    He  had  three  sons, 
Mordecai,  Josiah  and  Thomas,  the  last 
my  father.     My  Uncle  Mordecai  had 
three  sons,  Abraham,  James  and  Mor- 
decai.   Uncle  Jonah  had  several  daugh- 
ters, and  an  only  son,  Thomas  My 
father  had  an  only  child,  myself,  of 
course.    This  is  all  I  know  certainly 
on  the  subject  of  name;  it  is.  however, 
my  father's  understanding  that  Abra- 
ham. Mordecai  and   Thomas   are  old 
family  names  of  ours.  The  reason  I  did 
!not  mention  Thomas  as  a  family  name 
in  my  other  letter  was  because  it  is 
so  very  common  a  name,  as  to  prove 
but  little,  if  anything,  in  the  way  of 
identification. 

Since  I  wrote  you,  it  occurred  to  me 
to  inquire  of  Governor  McDowell,  who 
represents  the  district  in  Virginia  in- 
cluding Rockingham,  whether  he  knew 
nei-Kons  of  our  name  there,  tie  in 
forms  he  does;  though  none  very  inti- 
mately except  one,  an  old  man  by  the 


r. 


Christian  name  of  David.  1  hat  he  is 
of  our  family  I  have  no  doubt.  I  now 
address  him  a  letter,  making  such  in- 
quiries as  suggest  themselves;  and. 
when  I  shall  receive  an  nnswer,  I  WW 
communicate  to  you  anything  that  may 
seem  pertinent  to  your  object. 

Very  truly  yours, 

A.  LINCOLN. 


DR.J.E.LINCOLN  DIES; 
KIN  OF  PRESIDENT 

One   of  the   Few  Remaining 
Oldtime  Country  Physicians 
of  Virignia. 


WAS  AN  ARDENT  DEMOCRAT 


Abraham  Lincoln,  His  Cousin,  Had 
Been  a  Guest  in  House  Where 
Virginian  Was  Born. 


Studied  Medicine  Here. 

Dr.  Lincoln  was  born  In  1856.  He 
graduated  from  Bellevue  Medical 
College  in  New  York,  and,  after 
practicing  a  few  years  in  West  Vir- 
ginia, located  at  his  old  home  near 
Lacey  Spring.  Three  years  ago  he 
observed  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
his  return  there  to  practice. 

He  was  president  of  the  Rocking- 
ham Board  of  Health,  for  a  genera- 
tion was  a  Democratic  leader  and 
in  1928  was  a  warm  supporter  of 
Alfred  E.  Smith  for  President.  He 
was  proud  of  the  achievements  of 
his  cousin,  President  Lincoln,  but 
never  wavered  in  his  devotion  to  the 
South  and  the  Democratic  party. 

He  left  a  wife,  the  former  Miss 
Amanda  Cline  of  West  Virginia,  and 
a  son,  Dr.  Asa  Liggett  Lincoln,  who 
practices  in  New  York. 


Special  to  The  New  York  Times. 
HARRISONBURG,  Va.,  March  15. 
—Dr.  John  E.  Lincoln,  one  of  the 
few  remaining  old-time  Virginia 
country  physicians,  a  cousin  of  Pres- 
ident Abraham  Lincoln  and  a  great- 
great-grandson  of  "Virginia  John" 
Lincoln,  who  established  the  Lincoln 
family  in  Rockingham  County  about 
1760,  died  today  from  cancer  of  the 
throat  at  the  age  of  75. 

Dr.  Lincoln  had  characteristics  like 
some  of  the  martyred  President. 
He  was  tall,  slender  and  angular 
and  possessed  the  President'3  fac- 
ulty in  expressing  himself.  A  great- 
uncle,  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  was  a 
Captain  in  the  Revolutionary  Army, 
migrated  with  other  Virginia  soldiers 
to  take  up  land  grants  in  Kentucky 
offered  to  them  as  a  bonus.  Cap- 
tain Lincoln  took  with  him  his  son, 
Jonathan,  father  of  the  President, 
and  settled  near  Hogdenville  The 
Captain  was  killed  in  the  vicinity  by 
Indians. 

Son  of  a  Farmer. 

Dr.  Lincoln's  grandfather,  David 
Lincoln,  entertained  President  Lin- 
coln in  the  early  '40s  when  the 
Illlnoisan  was  on  his  way  to  Wash- 
ington after  being  elected  to  Con 
gress.  David  in  those  days  kept  a 
tavern  at  what  is  now  known  as 
Lacey  Spring,  Va.,  and  the  Presi- 
dent stopped  there  over  night  renew- 
ing his  acquaintance  with  his  Vir- 
ginia relatives.  Dr.  John  E  Lincoln 
was  born  in  this  tavern,  the  son  of 
A  B  Lincoln,  who  was  a  tarmer. 
Dr.  Lincoln's  family  were  sympa- 
thiasers  with  the  South  in  the  Civil 

WArshort  distance  from  Lacey  Spring 
is  the  old  Lincoln  burying  ground, 
where  rests  the  body  of  "Virginia. 
John"  Lincoln,  great-grandfather  of 
the  President.  Near  by  is  the  bury- 
ing ground  of  the  family  s  slaves 
the  Lincolns  remaining  in  Virginia 
having  been  slave-owners. 

Rockingham  members  of  the  Lin- 
coln family  were  mmnnt,  giving 
refutation  to  the  idea  that  the  Lin- 
colns were  "poor  white  trash.  Ine 
old  Lincoln  homes  on  the  Edom 
Road  north  of  Harrisonburg  are 
among  the  most  substantial  brick 
structures  in  Rockingham  County. 
The  doorways  and  mantlepieces  are 
of  beautiful  hand-sarved  work  Two 
years  ago  descendants  of  "Virginia 
John"  Lincoln  sold  the  old  Lincoln 
grandfather  clock,  several  pieces  of 
furniture  and  handworked  silverware 
for  $15,000. 


DR.J.E.LINCOLN  DIES; 
KIN  OF  PRESIDENT 

One   of  the    Few  Remaining 
Old-Time  Country  Physicians 
of  Virginia. 


WAS  AN  ARDENT  DEMOCRAT 


Abraham  Lincoln,  His  Cousin,  Had 
Been  a  Guest  in  House  Where 
Virginian  Was  Born. 


Special  to  The  New  York  Times. 
HARRISONBURG,  Va.,  March  15. 
—Dr.  John  E.  Lincoln,  one  of  the 
few     remaining     old-time  Virginia 
country  physicians,  a  cousin  of  Pres- 
ident Abraham  Lincoln  and  a  great- 
great-grandson   of   "Virginia  John" 
Lincoln,  who  established  the  Lincoln  I 
lamily  in  Rockingham  County  about  j 
1760,  died  today  from  cancer  of  the 
throat  at  the  age  of  75. 
Dr.  Lincoln  had  characteristics  like 
I  some    of    the    martyred  President. 
He   was   tall,   slender   and  angular) 
and  possessed  the  President's  fac- 
ulty in  expressing  himself.    A  great- 
uncle,  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  was  a 
Captain  in  the  Revolutionary  Army, 
migrated  with  other  Virginia  soldiers 
to  take  up  land  giants  in  Kentucky 
offered  to  them  as  a  bonus.  Cap- 
tain Lincoln  took  with  him  his  son, 
Jonathan,   father   of   the  President, 
and  settled  near  Hogdenville.  The 
Captain  was  killed  in  the  vicinity  by 
Indians. 

Son  of  a  Farmer. 

Dr.  Lincoln's  grandfather,  David 
Lincoln,  entertained  President  Lin- 
coln  in    the    early    '40s    when  the 


Illinoisan  was  on  his  way  to  Wash- 
ington after  being  elected  to  Con- 
gress. David  in  those  days  kept  a 
tavern  at  what  is  now  known  as 
!  Lacey  Spring,  Va.,  and  the  Presi- 
dent stopped  there  over  night,  renew- 
ing his  acquaintance  with  his  Vir- 
ginia relatives.  Dr.  John  E.  Lincoln 
was  born  in  this  tavern,  the  son  of 
A.  B.  Lincoln,  who  was  a  farmer. 
Dr.  Lincoln's  family  were  sympa- 
thizers with  the  South  in  the  Civil 
War. 

j  A  short  distance  from  Lacey  Spring 
is  the  old  Lincoln  burying  ground, 
where  rests  the  body  of  "Virginia 
John"  Lincoln,  great-grandfather  of 
the  President.  Near  by  is  the  bury- 1 
ing  ground  of  the  family's  slaves, 
the  Lincolns  remaining  in  Virginia  | 
having  been  slave-owners. 

Rockingham  members  of  the  Lin- 
coln family  were  prosperous,  giving 
refutation  to  the  idea  that  the  Lin- 
colns were  "poor  white  trash."  The 
old  Lincoln  homes  on  the  Edom 
Road  north  of  Harrisonburg  are 
among  the  most  substantial  brick 
structures  in  Rockingham  County. 
The  doorways  and  mantelpieces  are 
of  beautiful  hand-carved  work.  Two 
years  ago  descendants  of  "Virginia 
John"  Lincoln  sold  the  old  Lincoln 
grandfather  clock,  several  pieces  of 
furniture  and  handworked  silverware 
for  $15,000. 

t  Studied  Medicine  Here. 

Dr.  Lincoln  was  born  in  1856.  He 
graduated  from  Bellevue  Medical 
College  in  New  York,  and,  after 
practicing  a  few  years  in  West  Vir- 
ginia, located  at  his  old  home  near 
Lacey  Spring.  Three  years  ago  he 
observed  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
his  return  there  to  practice. 

He  was  president  of  the  Rocking- 
ham Board  of  Health,  for  a  genera- 
tion was  a  Democratic  leader  and 
in  1928  was  a  warm  supporter  of 
Alfred  E.  Smith  for  President.  He 
was  proud  of  the  achievements  of 
his  cousin,  President  Lincoln,  but 
never  wavered  in  his  devotion  to  the 
South  and  the  Democratic  party.  j 

He  left  a  wife,  the  former  Miss  j 
Amanda  Cline  of  West  Virginia,  and 
a  son,  Dr.  Asa  Liggett  Lincoln,  who  i 
practices  in  New  York. 


i 


Dr.  J.  E.  Lincoln  , 
Is  Dead;  Cousin 
Of  Emancipator  ( 

Physician,  Who  Resembled 
Martyred  President,Passes 
at    Lacey    Spring,  Va. 

Practiced    Half  Century 

Proud  of  Famed  Kinsman, 
but  Was  Loyal  Democrat 

Special  to  the  Herald  Tribune 
HARRISONBURG.  Va.,   March    15  — 
Dr.  John  E.  Lincoln,  a  cousin  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  and  the  last  of  the  old 
j  school  of  country  physicians  in  Rock- 
I  Ingham  County,  Va.,  died  today  at  his 
home  at  Lacey  Spring    He  has  been 
In  ill  health  for  a  year!  but  his  condi- 
tion became  serious  only  yesterday.  He 
was  seventy-five  year  old. 

Dr.  Lincoln  was  a  great-great  grand- 
son of  "Virginia  John"  Lincoln,  who 
established  the  Lincoln  family  in  Vir- 
ginia about  1760.  Dr.  Lincoln  1  bore 
marked  characteristics  of  the  martyred 
President.  He  was  tall,  angular  and 
slender.  He  had  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
instinct  of  expressing  himself  In 
pointed  sentences. 

Learned  Medicine  at  Bellevue 
For  years  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Rockingham  County  board  of  health. 
He  was  born  in  the  old  Lincoln  Tavern 
at  Lacey  Spring  and  was  graduated  in 
medicine  from  Bellevue  Hospital  Col- 
lege, New  York.  Three  years  ago  he  ob- 
served his  fiftieth  anniversary  of  con- 
tinuous medical  practice  in  Rocking- 
ham County.  A  son,  Dr.  A.  Liggett 
Lincoln,  is  practicing  medicine  in  New 
York  City. 

For  a  generation  Dr.  Lincoln  was  a 
Democratic  leader  in  this  evenly  divided 
political  county.  He -was  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  Alfred  E.  Smith  in  1928 
While  taking  great  pride  in  the  accom- 
plishments of  his  distinguished  cousin 
the  President,  Dr.  Lincoln  never  wa- 
vered In  his  devotion  to  the  South  and 
the  Democratic  party. 

His  great-uncle,  Abraham  Lincoln,  a 
captain   in   the    Revolutionary  Army, 
migrated  with  Virginia  soldiers  to  take 
up  land  grants  In  Kentucky  offered  as 
a  bonus  to  those  who  fought  for  the 
independence  of  the  colonies.  Captain 
Abraham  Lincoln  took  with  him  his 
son.  the  father  of  the  martyred  Presi- 
dent, and  settled  around  Hodgenville. 
Ky.    The  father  was  killed  by  Indians. 
Father  Entertained  Future  President 
Dr.  Lincoln's  father,  A.  B.  Lincoln, 
entertained   Abraham  Lincoln  In  the 
early  forties  when  he  was  en  route  to 
Washington  from  Illinois  after  being 
elected   to  Congress.     A,   B.  Lincoln 
kept   the   tavern.     There    is   a  local 
legend  that  Lacey  Spring  should  have 
been  named  Lincoln  Spring;  that  the 
Postmaster  General  misread  the  writ- 
ing when  application  was  made  for 
the  country  post  office  and  designated 
it   Lacey   Spring   Instead   of  Lincoln 
Spring.     A.   B.   Lincoln  sympathized 
with  the  South.    He  was  a  Methodist 
and  a  staunch  Democrat. 

Near  Dr.  Lincoln's  home  Is  the  old 
Lincoln  family  burying  ground,  where 
rests  the  body  of  "Virginia  John"  Lin- 
coln,   the    great-grandfather    of  the 
I  President.   Nearby  is  the  burial  ground 
I  of  the  slaves.    The  Llncolns  who  re- 


en  route  to  Washington  from  Illinois 
after  being  elected  to  Congress,  but 
Dr.  Lincoln's  father,  A.  B.  Lincoln, 
was  a  "fighting  Democrat." 

The  doctor  himself,  ni though  ex- 
pressing pride  In  the  achievements  of 
his  cousin,  was  himself  a  life-Ion/: 
Democrat  and  an  ardent  advocate  of 
Gov,  Alfred  E.  Smith  for  president 
in  1928. 

The  old  Lincoln  Tavern  at  Lacey 
.Sprint's,  where  Dr.  Lincoln  was  born 
in  1856,  and  the  old  Lincoln  home  on 
the  Edom  Road,  north  of  Harrison- 
burg, are  substantial  brick  structures 
which  are  pointed  to  in  refutation  of 
the  idea  that  the  Lincolns  were  of 
the  class  referred  lo  in  the  south  as 
"poor  white  trash." 

The  branch  of  the  family  remain- 
ing in  Rockingham  County  has  in- 
eluded  many  substantial  citizens, 
among  them  Dr.  Lincoln  who  was 
graduated  In  medicine  from  Bellevue 
College,    New  York. 

After  several  years'  practice  in 
West  Virginia  he  returned  to  his 
native  county  where  three  years  ago 
he  observed  the  50th  anniversary  of 
Ins  continuous  practice  as  a  country 
physician.  He  was  president  of  the 
Rockingham  County  Hoard  of  Health 
and  a  leader  of  the  Democratic  party 
in  the  county. 
Surviving  Dr.  Lincoln  are  his 
idow,  formerly  Miss  Amanda  Cline 
of  West  Virginia,  and  a  son.  Dr.  Asa 
Liggett  Lincoln  of  New  York. 


I  *     ^^E^e mrorat,  Dies 

HARRISONBURG,  Va  .  March  15. 
e  _(AP)— J3r.   John   E.    Lincoln,   75.  a 
d    cousin    of    Abraham    Lincoln,  died 
"    here  today. 
.'       Tall  and  angular,  he  bore  a  marked 
v    physical  resemblance  to  the  martyred 
',    president   anil   also  was   known  : 
I    the  faculty  of  expressing  himself  In 
h    pointed  sentences, 
it      Dr.  Lincoln  was  a  great  grandsi 
t    of    "Virginia    John"     Lincoln,  who 
established    the    Lincoln    family  In 
Rockingham   County   in   about  1760. 
His   great    uncle,    Abraham  Lincoln, 
a     captain     in     the  Revolutionary 
Army,   migrated   with    Virginia  sol- 
-    dlers  to  take  up  grant  lands  in  Ken- 
(_   tucky   and   took   with   him   his  son. 
Jonathan   Lincoln,   father  of  Presi- 
dent Abraham  Lincoln. 

Dr.    Lincoln's   grandfather,  David 
i     Lincoln,    entertained    Abraham  Lin- 
coln in  the  early  '40s  when  he  was 


LINCOLN'S  COUSIN  DIES 

Kin  of  Martyr  Succumbs  at  Virginia 
Home 

HARRISONBURG,  Va.,  March  15  (A. 
p.).— Dr.  John  E.  Lincoln,  75,  a  cou- 
sin of  President  Lincoln,  died  here 
today. 

Dr.  Lincoln  was  a  great  grandson 
of  "Virginia  John"  Lincoln,  who  es- 
tablished the  Lincoln  family  in 
Rockingham  county  about  1760.  His 
great  uncle,  Abraham  Lincoln,  a  cap- 
tain in  the  Revolutionary  Army,  mi- 
grated with  Virginia  soldiers  to  take 
up  grant  lands  in  Kentucky  and  took 
with  him  his  son,  Jonathan  Lincoln, 
father  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Dr.  Lincoln  was  graduated  in  med- 
icine from  Bellevue  College,  New 
York,  and  after  several  years'  prac- 
tice in  West  Virginia  returned  to  his 
native  county,  where  three  years  ago 
he  observed  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  his  continuous  practice  as  a  coun- 
try physician. 


S  ■  /£.  -  y/ 


LINCOLN'S  COUSIN  DIES 


Virginia  Physician  Bore  Close  Re- 
semblance to  Martyred  President 
Harrisonburg,  Va.,  March  16—  (AP)— 
Dr.  John  E.  Lincoln,  a  cousin  of  Presi- 
dent Abraham  Lincoln,  -whom  he  re- 
sembled in  physical  characteristics  and 
pungent  manner  of  expression,  died 
here  yesterday.  A 
Born  in  the  old  Lincoln  tavern  at 
Lecey  Springs  where  his  grandfather, 
David  Lincoln,  entertained  the  martyr- 
ed President  when  he  was  en  route  , 
from  Illinois  to  Washington  after_  his ' 
election  to  Congress,  Dr.  Lincoln  had 
spent  the  major  portion  of  his  seventy- 
five  years  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  his  native  county.  '  >. 

Three  years  ago  he  celebrated  his 
fiftieth  consecutive  year  of  practice  as 
a  country  physician.  He  was  a.  gradu- 
ate of  Bellevue  Medical  College,  New 
York,  and  as  a  young  man  practiced 
for  several  years  in  West  Virginia. 

Surviving  Dr.  Lincoln  are  his  widow, 
formerly  Miss  Amanda  Cline,  of  West 
Virginia,  and  a  son,  Dr.  Asa  Liggett 
Lincoln,  of  New  York.        '.  . 
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LINCOLN'S  COUSIN  DIES 

\i,  Inlitn    Life  I'"'*    Democrat.  >!«<• 
Ap,.r»..m,-  »l  Ma.ljred  Prc.ld.nl 

HAIlrUSUlJHU.  Va.,  Mur.  16.— I*) 
-Dr.  John  E.  Lincoln.  75.  a  cousin  o! 
Pmldont  Abraham  Lincoln,  died  here 
today. 

Tall  and  annular,  he  bore  a  marked 

of  cXIiresalnS  hlmsell  In  pointed  sen-, 

"dT'  Lincoln's  »ra?«ather.  w<JJ 
Line..!.,,  entertained  Abraham  LImoln 
ta  the  earls  rortlea  when  he  was  en 
™»!fl  wish.nelun  iron,  Illinois  .m>r 
being  elected  to  conjresa.  but  Dr.  Lui 
"in*  rather  was  a  "flBhtlng1  Demo- 

CrTne  doctor  hlmsell.  although  ox- 
pressing  pride  In  the  achievements  of 
SL  cousin,  hlms.lt    a  MMOM 

Denvicrai  and  »n  ardent  "d«""te  01 
Al  Smith  for  president.  In  l»^». 


relatives.  He  spent  the  night  with 
David  Lincoln  at  the  Big  Spring  j 
Tavern.  He  was  accompanied  by  a  | 
butler.  There  on  that  night  Ab- 
raham and  David  lenewed  family 
relationship  and  talked  about  the 
events  that  kept  part  of  the  fam- 
ily in  Virginia  and  sent  part  of  it 
to  Kentucky  and  the  Middle  West. 
It  is  said  that  Abraham  Lincoln,  al- 
though talking  late  at  night  and 
after  eating  a  meagre  meal  of  corn- 
bread  and  eggs,  arose  early  next 
morning  and  started  on  his  way  to 
Washington  to  take  his  seat  in 
Congress. 

This  visit  was  followed  by  many 
letters  which  were  exchanged  be- 
tween David  and  Abraham. 

David  Lincoln  was  an  ardent 
Democrat  and  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  while  Abraham 
claimed  he  belonged  to  the  Quaker 
church. 

David  Prominent 

David  Lincoln  married  Catherine 
Bright,  who  survived    him  many, 
years.   He  was   a  prominent  man  j 
in  his  day,  being   a  magistrate  to 
administer  Justice  apd  to  settle  tho  i 
differences  between  neighbors.  One  j 
of  David  Lincoln's  children  was  A.  i 
B.  Lincoln,  the  father  of  Dr.  Lin- 
coln.   A.  B.  Lincoln   was  born  in  j 
1917.    He  attended  the    Old  Field 
School  and  his  chief  interest  was  ; 
with  the  farm  and  the  mill  of  the  , 
Lincoln  family  at  Lacey.   He  suc- 
ceeded his  father  as  proprietor  of  j 
the    Lincoln.    Tavern    at    Lacey  j 
Spring.  A.  B.  Lincoln  was  a  Meth-  i 
odist  and  a  "fighting   Democrat",  j 
as  he  is  described   in  the  histories 
of  that  period.   He  was  one  of  the 
early  members  of  the  Masonic  or- 
der in  that  community.   His  wife 
was  Mary    Hughes,    a  native    of  i 
Rockingham  county. 

Dr.  Lincoln  Born  in  1856 

Dr.  Lincoln,  one  of  the  sons  of 
A.  B.  Lincoln,  was  born  in  the  old  1 
Lincoln  Tavern  in  1856.    He    was  i 
educated  under    the  tutorship  of  • 
Prof.  J.  W.  Taylor,  one  of  the  nota- 
ble educators  of  Rockingham  coun- 
tv  a  generation  ago.  At  the  age  of 
18,  Dr.  Lincoln  entered  Bellevu^: 
Hospital  Medical    College    of  New 
York,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1878.   For  two   years  he  practiced 
at  Yellow  Spring,  W.  .Va.,  doing  all 
the  work  of  a    country  physician 
and  surgeon. 

While  in  Yellow  Spring.  Dr.  Lin- 
coln met  and  married  Miss  Aman- 
da Alice  Kline,  a  representative  of  j 
an  old  German  family.    She  has) 
been  his  family  help-mate  through 
out  his  long    career    as  a  count  ,' , 
physician— a  real  helpmate.  After 
two  years,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  re-  j 
turned    to    Rockingham  county, 
where  for  fifty  years  he  has  been 
one  of  the  most  prominent  country 
physicians  of  Rockingham. 

No  man  won    the  affections  of 
the  people  of  Rockingham  like  D'.  j 
Lincoln.    His  kindness,  his  gentle -j 
ness.  his  willingness  to  always  re- 
spond to  a  cail   day  or  night  won  1 
him  a  place  in  the  hearts  of  pcopl'J. 

Dr.  Lincoln  also    took  an  actives  i 
interest  in  civic  u flairs.   Ife  worked 
in  and  out   of  season    for  those 
things  to  better  the  health  of  Rock 
ingham  people.    One  of    his  last  1 


messages  was  that  to  the  Rocking- 
ham Board  of  Supervisors,  in 
which  he  asked  that  the  $300  ap- 
propriation be  made  for  the  labo- 
ratory at  the  Rockingham  Memor- 
ial Hospital  so  that  It  would  be  re- 
moved. This  was  a  week  ago.  Hj 
whispered  the  message  to  his  de- 
voted friend,  Dr.  W.  A.  Vaughan. 
who  in  turn  delivered  it  to  tha 
Board  of  Supervisors  a  week  ago 
when  the  Board  was  considering 
the  budget. 

Dr.  Lincoln  is  survived  by  his 
widow  and  two  sons,  Dr.  Asa  Lig- 
get  Lincoln,  a  distinguished  spe- 
cialist of  New  York,  and  Robert 
Edstn  Lincoln,  of  Bluefield,  W.  Va. 

MONDAY,  MARCH  16,  1931. 


LINCOLN'S  COUSIN  DIES; 
BACKED  AL  SMITH  IN  1928 


HARRISONBURG,  Va.,  March  15 
(AP).— Dr.  John  E.  Lincoln,  75,  a 
cousin  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln, 
died  here  today. 

Tall  and  angular,  he  bore  a  marked 
physical  resemblance  to  the  martyred 
President  and  was  known  for  the 
ability  of  expressing  himself  In  point- 
ed sentences. 

Dr.  Lincoln's  grandfather  entertain- 
ed Abraham  Lincoln  when  he  was 
en  route  to"  Washington  from  Illinois, 
but  the  doctor  himself,  although  ex- 
pressing pride  in  his  cousin,  was  a 
lifelong  Democrat  and  an  ardent  advo- 
cate of  Alfred  E.  Smith  for  President 
in  1928. 


ew  York  Times,  March  16,  1931 


DR.J.E.LINCOLN  DIES; 
KIN  OFWIDENT 

One  of  the  Few  Remaining 
Oldtime  Country  Physicians 
of  Virignia. 


WAS  AN  ARDENT  DEMOCRAT 

Abraham  Lincoln,  His  Cousin,  Had 
Been  a  Guest  in  House  Where 
Virginian  Was  Born. 


Special  to  The  Nev,  York  Txmes. 
HARRISONBURG,  Va.,  March  15. 
-Dr.  John  E.  Lincoln,  one  of  the 
few    remaining    old-time  Virgmia 
country  physicians,  a  cousin  of  Pres 
ident  Abraham  Lincoln  and  a  great 
great-grandson  of  "Virginia  John 
Lincoln,  who  established I  the  Lmcoln 
family  in  Rockingham  County  about 
1760,  died  today  from  cancer  of  the 
throat  at  the  age  of  75. 

Dr  Lincoln  had  characteristics  like 
some   of   the   martyred  President. 
He  was  tall,  slender  and  angular 
and  possessed  the  President's  fac- 
ulty in  expressing  himself.   A  great 
uncle,  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  was  a 
Canton  in  the  Revolutionary  Army, 
SSSSd         other  Virginia  soldiers 
To  take  up  land  grants  in  Kentucky 
offered  to  them  as  a  bonus.  Cap- 
tato  Lincoln  took  with  him  his  son, 
Jonathan,  father  g*^™*^ 
St^wlsSdWSnity  by 
Indians. 

Son  of  a  Farmer. 

Dr.  Lincoln's  grandfather,  David 
Lincoln,  entertained  President  Lin- 

,     •  parlv   '40s   when  the 

coin   in   the   early    ^  _ 

IUinoisan  was  on  his  way _i 
ington  after  being  elected  to  Con 
gress     David  in  those  days  kept  a 
SJern  at  what  is  now  known  as 
,  Lacey  Spring,  Va.,  and  the  Presi 
dent  stopped  there  over  nJUenew 
>ing  his  acquaintance  with  hi 
ginia  relatives.   Dr.  John 
was  born  in  this  tavern  the  son  of 
A   B.  Lincoln,  who  was  a  farmer. 

-r  familv  were  sympa- 

Dr.  Lincoln  s  Iamuy  w  ,h  civil 
thizers  with  the  Sputh  in  the  Civu 

War. 


ii 


A  short  distance  from  Lacey  Spring 
is  the  old  Lincoln  burying  ground 
where  rests  the  body  of  "Virginia 
John''  Lincoln,  great-grandfather  of 
thP  President.  Near  by  is  the  bury- 
inl  ground  of  the  family's  slaves 
thf  LiScolns  remaining  in  Virginia 
having  been  slave-owners. 

Rockingham  members  of  the  Lin 
coin  family  were  PWff^f1^! 
refutation  to  the  idea  that  the  ub 
coins  were  "poor  white  trash.  The 

^^norfh  horHar0risonburgEda5 
fmone  the  most  Substantial  brfck 
structures  in  Rockingham  _  County 
The  doorways  and  mantlepieces  are 
of  beautiful  hand-sarved  work.  Two 

yjeohn"  agincdoeirsoKe°old  ^ES£ 

for  $15,000. 

Studied  Medicine  Here. 

Dr.  Lincoln  was  born  in  1856.  He 
graduated  from  Bellevue  Medical 
College  in  New  York  and,  after 
practicing  a  few  years  in  West  Vir-  | 
ginia,  located  at  his  old  home  near 
Lacey  Spring.  Three  years  ago  he 
observed  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
his  return  there  to  practice. 

He  was  president  of  the  Rocking- 
ham Board  of  Health,  for  a  genera- 
tion^ was  a  Democratic  leader  and 
In  1928  was  a  warm  supporter  of 
Alfred  E  Smith  for  President  He 
was  Proud  of  the  achievements  of 
h?s  cousin,  President  Lincoln  but 
never  wavered  in  his  devotion  to  the 

practices  in  New  York. 
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•optonbar  1, 


R.  a.  £L.  Box  &9 
Ca«on  City,  ?'ic^ 

Kf  dear  Hi*.  3**^* 

t  *h**ir  »mi  vary  mch  for  taking  fa  mc&i 

intent  in  SS^535  I  —  «  -Tf!" 
the  XAncoln  faesily, 

I  «  wry  gl^  lndaod  to  hCT.  »h«  lotto* 

and  visit  iae  (BP* 

Tan  will  be  Inters  ated,  X  know.  In 

sfs^*^  ser a.  ss  «.  ^  fouo. 

it. 

It  1»  rt*f  litoly  thai  your  brothor 
w»uld  U3.  to  hart  copied  of  this  little  ML1*U 

30  I  Will  80,53  10  a1*'* 

thanking  you  again  for  your  Interest 
in  this  family  history,  I  ara 

Sinoerely  yours» 

 ,  T)i  rect  or 

<3nc.  .".'j;  .  V^flMi 


Mm  Pulaski,  Illinois, 
Maroh  12,  1954. 


Mr.  'Louis  A.  Barren,  Director, 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation, 

The  Lincoln  national  Life  Insurance  Go. 
Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Sir:- 

I  am  writing  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Susan  Upp  of  this  city  who  is  extemely 
anxious  to  establish  her  relationship  to  Abraham  Lincoln.  Her  daughter  Mrs 
Murrel  Boyden  had  some  very  helpful  correspodence  with  you,  but  as  Mrs 
Boyden  has  returned  to  California,  Mrs.  Upp  asked  me  to  take  up  the  Matter 
with  you0 

Mrs»  UPP  is  doubly  anxious  to  establish  her  exact  relationship  with 
that  of  the  president,  since  an  article  appeared  recently  in  our  county 

one  Ulysses  Judson  Lincoln 
of  Lincoln,  claims  a.  fourth  oousin  relationship  and  he  expresses  the  belief 
that  he  and  his.  brother  anflUsister  George  V,  Lincoln,  Portland,  Ore.,  and 
rfS*  ?la  May  LinGOln  Blane,  Oakland,  Cal.,  and  their  cousins  Mrs.  Cecelia 
Lincoln  Sawyer  and  Mrs.  Emma  Lincoln  Williams  both  of  Decatur,  111.  all 
fourth  cousins,  are  the  nearest  living  relatives  of  Abraham  Lincoln!  except- 
ing,  of  course,  his  two  granddaughters  living  in  the  East.    This  branch  of 
the  Lincoln  family  traces  it's  xxbxxx  lineage  through  David  Lincoln  of 
Virginia  who  aaa  a  first  cousin  of  Abraham  Lincoln.    Davia  Lincoln  was  the 
father  of  John  Strother  Lincoln  whose  son  James  F.  Lincoln  was  the  father 
of  Ulysses  J.  Lincoln.  Mrs.  Upp  claims  a  third  cousin  relationship  to  the 
president. 

In  your  ctrrespondence  with  Mrs.  Boyden,  you  sent  her  a  list  of  the 
American  line  ancestors  of  Sarah  Lincoln  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Upp,  and  in 
a  foot  note    you  explained  that  "Thomas    fb  1732)  was  a  brother  of 
Abraham  Lincoln's  great-grandfather  Abraham".    I  have  several  histories  of 
the  ancestry  of  Abraham  Lincoln  the  president,  but  in  none  of  them  do  the 

5  ThlLle    jn  n^iaSheLtha^  !S\|£K^&Sto  ®Sam  who  was  the  father 
or  i nomas.    In  order  to  get  grandfather  Abraham  or  great-grandfather 
Abraham^rightly  placed,  we  would  appreciate  a  list  of  the  ancestry,  in  the 
?E  v6ir  biI?h»  °f  Abraham  Lincoln  the  president,  back  to  Mordecai 

&J£?»  JSfJOSJi!  gr?at-Srea*-Srandfather  of  both*  the  president  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Sarah  Lincoln. 

m+    ttS^Sf  feaa°Vre  are  anxlous  t0  dear  up  the  relationship  is  because 
Mt.  Pulaski  ia  rich  in  Lincoln  traditions  from  the  fact  that  during  his 

ttrlUe8XS  aS  a  lawyQr»  hQ  r0(ie  **e  Judicial  Circuit  in  which  Mt.  Pulaski. 
fSl9  ^Sr000?*?  Seat  °f  Logan  county»  was  located.    This  was  in  the  years 
lit  I? 853  an*he  Yas  Present  at  most  court  sessions  during  these  years  as 
was  also  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  The  court  house  in  Mt.  Pulaski  which  stands 
in  the  center  of  the  public  square  and  is  in  a  splendid  state  of  preserva- 

?aS  t^v4?!* in?tion  of  beinS  one  of  two  similar  buildings  in  this 
n!a!?       ^S*1  L±nco1?  Poetised  law,    that  are  still  practically  in  thei  r 
original  state  or  architecture.  The  other  court  house  at  Metamora,  111. 
has  been  converted  into  a  Lincoln  Shrine.  A  movement  is  on  foot  now  to  * 
*  L*nooln  f^fine  of  the  Mt.  Pulaski  court  house.    With  this  priceless 

>£22  £  M!?0rial  in  lts  midst>        is  fitting  that  Mt.  Pulaski  should  also 
have  as  citizens,  near  relatives  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Thanking  you  for  assistance  you  may  render  us,  I  am, 


Very  sincerely  yours 


March  15,  1934 


Mr,  Ch&rlea  Sahmltz 
IflU  puLaekl,  HI. 


Dear  wr«  seHaltu 
y  ~    .  fiama  test  ae  ««  wore  preparing  a  bulletin 

r  Your  letter  cm*  ^  \        **&  you  to  wait  abo  t  a 

on  Lincoln's  fa-lly  *g^^t% only  be able  S*  pla*e  J» 
,ee*  or  eo  f-/nt^^UeWn  Srllll  Lip  you,  butit  will 

Very  einoerely  youir*« 


Director 

Lincoln  Kietorioal  Beeeerch  Fo^datloa 


44£ 


"en/, 


.  0  

CHARLES   B.   MONTGOMERY         -         2016   WALNUT  STREET         -  PHILADELPHIA 


T — '  V 


Jvm  8#  1934 


Mr.  Charles  B.  Montj 
3016  Walhut  St, 
Philadelphia,  Pa, 


^  Montgomery? 

*d  especially  tl^^SS^JS  B 

orlcft  fehA  ^_WiJX        w»dly  let  us  know  at  what 

SSS^ZfXSf  U  hdld  «o  that  we  WTeam 

W  or  not  wo  care  to  acquire  it. 

family  in  Berks^S*^/?*  yoUr  r8fe2*onc8  *o  the  Warren 
.r    '  *n  seres  county  history,  and  it  ia  *w* 
they  moved  alon^         *^  T*     ,      .       8  onaent  that 

SB  2»S  S^Mrs? 

Tory  truly  yours. 


«■«■  Liacoln  IMM  Ho.^  JgSSSm 


July  7,  1938 


Mr.  Charles  3.  Montgomery 
2016  Walnut  Street 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 


My  dear  Mr.  Montgomery: 

In  poin*  through  some  correspondence  with  reference 

to  *e  Uaoolf  llud  a  ^-S/S  7»«» 

t    ^  k    lantA  in  which  you  are  offering  to  dispose  Ui  * 
June  5,  193*  m  wuicti  T       wondering  if  this 

ment  signed  hy  John  Lincoln,  1765.    I  an  not  ^ 

do  own  t  is  still  in  your  possession,  and  whether  or  no  y> 
care  to  dispose  of  it. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWS® 


Director 


5 


August  2,  193S 


Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania 
Harrl«btur«,  Pennsylvania 

Gantleir.en: 

In  making  som*  inquiries  about  the  John  Lincoln 
document  which  was  aval  labia  some  time  ago  in  Pennsylvania 
I  have  discovered  that  it  is  now  in  the  Historical  Society 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  gift  of  Charles  B.  Montgomery,  who 
writes  me  to  this  effect  fr:a  Chelsea,  Sngland. 

1  m  wondering  if  you  would  be  able  to  give  me 
a  photostat  copy  of  this  document,  and  we  would  be  pleased 
indeed  to  stand  the  cost  of  having  It  made. 

Tours  veiy  truly, 


IAWiSB  Director 


/ 


THE  "LOST"  LINCOLNS 


By 


1 


Carmen  Weir 

(Illinois  Magazine  Staff.) 

—DECATUR. 
►  OUGHT  vainly  for  generations 
by  historians  on  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, a  lost  branch  of  the  Civil 
war  President's  family  has  been 
discovered  living  quietly  in  Decatur 
and  Macon  county. 

The  family  was  never  actually  "lost," 
explain  Mrs.  Emma  Lincoln  Williams, 
332  East  Marietta  street,  Decatur,  and 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Celie  Lincoln  Sawyer, 
rural  route  3,  fourth  esusins  to  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  During  the  many  years 
these  Lincolns  lived  in  Moultrie  coun- 
ty, respected  and  prominent  citizens, 
their  relationship  was  as  much  an 
established  fact  as  the  succession  of 
the  seasons. 

Respected  and  self-respecting,  they 
lived  unheralded  and  unsung.  That 
is  why  Waldo  Lincoln  in  his  "History 
of  tha  Lincoln  Family"  -wrote  the  fol- 
lowing of  John  Strother  Lincoln,  their 
grandfather:  "John  Strother,  born  Dec. 
30,  1809;  died  Aug.  5,  1878  in  Illinois. 
He  married  and  had  a  large  family 
of  which  nothing  has  been  learned. 
The  following  from  Rockingham  coun- 
ty, Va.,  Burnt  Records,  vol.  xxii,  p.  232, 
gives  the  only  information  of  his  wife 
that  has  been  obtained:  'September 
28,  1849'  'and  the  said  John  S.  Lin- 
coln and  Hester  Ann  his  wife,  being 
one  of  the  legal  heirs  of  the  said  David 
Lincoln,  and  as  such  is  entitled  to  an 
equal  undivided   eighth   part  of  the 

aforesaid  land'  conveyed  the  same 

to  Benjamin  F.,  Jacob  and  Abraham 
Lincoln.' 

"Of  which  nothing  has  been  learn- 
ed." The  Moultrie  county  Lincolns 
come  forward  now  to  fill  in  the  gaps 
in  history.  For  years  Moultrie  coun- 
ty visitors  to  the  tomb  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  Springfield  have  declared 
to  Herbert  Wells  Fay,  custodian,  that 
they  were  related  to  the  great  man. 
When  questioned,  however,  none  could 
run  his  family  line  back  more  than 
two  or  three  generations,  insufficient 
to  establish  claims. 

Last  summer  Mrs.  Sawyer  after  only 
a  few  months  of  research,  letter  writ- 
ing to  various  sources  and  visits  to 
the  state  library  was  able  to  establish 
beyond  doubt  the  most  complete 
genealogy  of  that  branch  of  Mr.  Lin- 
'.oln's  family  that  had  ever  been  com- 
piled. The  lineage  of  the  Moultrie 
county  Lincolns,  going  back  through 
11  generations  to  Samuel  Lincoln  who 
was  born  in  England  was  recognized 
by  Custodian  Fay  in  a  privately  pub- 
lished pamphlet. 

THE  lineage  which  Mrs.  Sawyer  has 
traced  begins  with  Robert  Lincoln 
of  Hingham,  England,  who  died  on  his 
native  soil  in  1543.  Another  Robert 
Lincoln  of  Hingham  continued  the 
line  and  died  in  1556.  Next  in  line 
was  Richard  Lincoln  of  Hingham, 
and   Scranton   Morley   England  Who 


am  his  only  child.  I  am  now  in  my 
40th  year  and  I  live  in  Springfield, 
Sangamon  county,  Illinois.  This  is  the 
outline  of  my  grandfather's  family  in 
the  West. 

David  Lincoln  was  able  to  give  Ab- 
raham Lincoln  information  which  es- 
tablished his  own  relationship  with 
the  Virginia  Lincolns.  David  Lincoln, 
great  grandfather  of  the  Macon  coun- 
ty women,  was  born  June  28,  1871, 
in  Linville  Creek,  Va>,  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Dorcas  Robinson  Lincoln. 
He  died  April  26,  1849  at  Lacey 
Springs,  Va.  In  1835  he  was  one  of 
the  commissioners  to  organize  for  the 
regiment,  the  145th  Virginia  militia. 

FARMER,  he  lived  at  Dayton, 
Va.,  and  Lacey  Springs,  Va.  In 
Lacey  Springs  he  kept  an  inn,  an 
ancient  two  story  log  house  which 
was  said  to  have  been  erected  in 
colonial  times  and  which  was  burned 
In  Feb.  1898.  He  was  married  Dec. 
6,  1808  to  Catherine  Bright  who  was 
born  Feb.  3,  1784  and  died  at  Lacey 
Springs  about  1849  or  1850. 

Romance  and  glamor  wrought  by 
the  ages  hover  over  the  family  of 
"Virginia  John,"  great  great  great 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Sawyer  and  Mrs. 
Williams,  whose  traditions  have  come 
down  to  the  new  generation  from  lips 
long  cold. 

"Virginia  John"  Lincoln  was  the  son 
of  Mordecai  and  Hannah  Salter  Lin- 
coln. He  was  born  in  Freehold,  N.  J., 
May  3,  1716,  and  died  Nov.  1778  on 
Linville  Creek,  Rockingham  county, 
Va.  The  will  of  John  Lincoln  was 
probated  in  Rockingham  county  and 
is  preserved  in  Staunton.  He  married 
Rebecca  Flowers  Morris,  the  widow 
of  James  Morris  who  was  born  March 
30,  1720  and  died  July  20,  1806. 

"Virginia  John"  was  a  weaver  and 
lived  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.  (now 
Berks  county).  He  removed  to  the 
Shenandoah  valley  in  Virginia  about 
1768  and  settled  eight  miles  north 
of  Harrisonburg,  Rockingham  coun- 
ty. His  eldest  son,  Jacob,  great  great 
grandfather  of  the  Macon  county  Lin- 
colns, was  the  only  one  who  remained 
in  Virginia. 

Great  great  grandfather  Jacob  Lin- 
coln was  born  Nov.  6,  1751  in  Carnar- 
von, Pa.,  coming  to  Virginia  with  his 
parents  as  a  child.  He  lived  and  died 
in  Linville,  his  death  recorded  Jan. 
29,  1822.  The  dates  come  from  Jacob's 
bible  and  from  his  tombstone.  Other 
records  come  from  an  old  family  al- 
bum. 

JACOB  LINCOLN  was  married  Au- 
gust 29,  1870  in  Rockingham  coun- 
ty, Va.,  to  Dorcas,  daughter  of  David 
and  Dorcas  Robinson.  His  will,  re- 
corded in  Rockingham  county  Feb.  7, 
1822,  and  probated  the  same  year  men- 
tions his  widow  and  the  following  chil- 
dren: David,  Jacob,  Rebecca,  Dorcas 


Of  the  five  children  born  to  John 
Strother  Lincoln,  Doralis  Marshall  Lin- 
coln, father  of  Mrs.  Sawyer  and  Mrs. 
Williams,  and  third  cousin  to  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  continued  to  live  in 
Moultrie  county. 

Doralis  Marshall  Lincoln  was  born 
March  16,  1832  in  Rockingham  coun- 
ty Virginia.  He  married  Lydia  Ger- 
trude Spore  April  26,  1866  in  Illinois. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Ohio  Oct.  10, 
1843.  Doralis  lived  in  Virginia,  Ohio 
and  Illinois  where  he  was  a  farmer. 
In  Moultrie  county  he  was  a  tax  col- 
lector and  assessor  for  many  years. 
He  died  there  March  22,  1894.  Of 
Doralis'  brothers  and  sisters  David  C. 
Jacob,  James  F.  and  Charlotte  Cather- 
ine are  all  dead. 

Children  of  the  brothers  and  sisters 
are  scattered  through  Oregon,  Wash- 
ington, California  and  Chicago.  Ulysses 
Judson  Lincoln,  son  of  James  F.  Lin- 
coln, is  living  in  Lincoln,  111. 

The  story  of  this  branch  of  the  Lin- 
coln family  is  now  brought  up  to  date 
with  the  living  children  of  Doralis 
Marshall  and  Lydia  Spore  Lincoln.  It 
is  recorded  in  the  state  library  in 
Springfield. 

Dayton  Monroe  Lincoln,  born  Feb. 
9,  1867  in  Logan  county  attended  Val- 
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to  Benjar 
Lincoln.' 

"Of  which  nothing  hai  been  learn- 
ed." The  Moultrie  county  Lincoln* 
come  forward  now  to  fill  in  the  gaps 
In  history-    For  years  Moultrie  coun- 

Lincoln  in  Springfield  have  declared 
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jrnealogy  of  that  branch  of  Mr.  Lin- 
oln's  family  that  had  ever  been  com- 
illcd.  The  lineage  of  the  Moultrie 
M'unty  Lincolns.  going  back  through 
1  generations  to  Samuel  Lincoln  who 
v!ls  born  In  England  was  recognized 
iy  Custodian  Fay  In  a  privately  pub- 
lished pamphlet 


ge  which  Mrs.  Sawyer  ha* 
egins  with  Robert  Lincoln 
i,  England,  who  died  on  hi* 
in  1543.  Another  Robert 
of  Hingham 


■oil 


IBM. 


:  in 


and  Scranton  Morley  England  who 
died  In  1630  and  Edward  Lincoln  of 
I-llngham  and  Seranton  Morley  who 
died  In  1640. 

It  was  the  latter'*  son,  Samuel  Lin- 
coln, who  carried  the  lineage  Into 
America  and  died  in  Hingham,  Mass.. 


May  26. 


He 


had  married  one  Martha  Lyiord  1 
was  born  in  Hingham,  Mass.,  and  died 
April  10,  1693  and  from  their  children 
?[>rang  the  long  line  of  Lincolns  traced 
directly  to  Mrs,  Sawyer,  Mm,  William* 
and  their  brothers  and  alstera  In  other 
parts  of  the  country* 

David  Lincoln,  Virginia  farmer  and 
innkeeper,  and  great  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Sawyer  nnd  Mrs.  Williams,  estab- 
lished that  he  was  Abraham  Lincoln's 
first  cousin  after  the  future  President 
had  written  to  him  inquiring  about 
the  relationship.  Abraham  Linroln, 
Ihen  practising  law  In  Springfield 
spent  the  night  with  David  on  his 
way  to  Washington. 

The  authenticity  of  this  relationship 
Is  confirmed  by  William  E.  Barton  in 
his  "The  Lineage  of  Lincoln"  and  he 
tells  of  the  correspondence  between 
Abraham  and  David  as  follows: 

"He  (Abraham  Lincoln)  aiso  ob- 
tained from    Ex-Governor  McDowell, 


ving  t 


r  of 


Congress 

eluded  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  the 
name  of  David  Lincoln,  then  living 
In  Llnville  Creek,  In  Rockinghum 
county,  Virginia,  where  Thorns*  Lin- 
coln (father  of  Abraham  Lincoln)  wai 
horn.  To  this  David  Lincoln,  Abraham 


tnt her 


vas  born  in  Rocklnghai 
il*  father.  Abraham,  emigrated  to 
Kentucky  about  the  year  1782,  I  hnve 
oncluded  to  address  you  to  ascertain 

much  obliged  If  you 


will  i 


citing  r 


whetr, 


grandfather,  what 


Also  If  you  knoi 


)N  April  2,  1848,  he  ^ 


to  the 

;  "Lut 


evening  I  was  much  gratified  by  re- 

Ihe  30th  of  March.  There  ia  no  longer 
any  doubt  that  your  uncle  Abraham 
and  my  grandfather  was  the  same 
man.  His  family  did  reside  In  Wash- 
ington county,  Kentucky,  just  a*  you 
*«y  you  found  them  In  1801  or  1802. 
The  oldest  *on.  Uncle  Mordecaf,  near 
20  year*  ago  removed  from  Kentucky 
to  Hancock  county,  Illinois  ,  where 
within  a  year  or  two  afterward  he 
died  and  where  hi*  surviving  children 


w  llvi 
"HI* 


Mordecal  and  their  poatofflca 
arpe.  Uncle  Joslah.  farther 
n  my  recollection,  went  from 
t  to  Blue  River  in  Indiana.  1 

heard  from  him  in  a  great 


in  Colee  county.  lUinoli  being  In  the 
Tlst  year  of  hi*  lira.  Hi*  postoffice  la 
Charleston,    Cole*   county,    Illinois.  I 


am  his  only  child.  I  am  now  In  my 
40th  year  and  I  live  In  Springfield. 
Sangamon  county,  Illinois.  This  is  tba 
outline  of  my  grandfather's  family  In 


coin,  a  lost  branch  of  the  Civil 
"wit  President's  family  has  been 
Ftovered  living  quietly  in  Decatur 
id  Macon  county. 

The  family  was  never  actually  "lost," 
tpiain  Mrs.  Emma  Lincoln  Williams, 
East  Marietta  afreet.  Decatur,  and 
Slater.  Mrs.  Cells,  Lincoln  Sawyer, 
ural  mute  2,  fourth  snuslns  to  Abra- 
;sm  Lincoln.  During  ">.a  many  years 
hese  Lincoln*  lived  in  Moultrie  coun- 
;>,  respected  and  prominent  citizen*, 
heir  relationship  was  a*  mucb  an 
■>tabll*hed  fact  as  the  succession  of 


Documentary  Proof 
Establishes  Macon 
County  Sawyers  with 
the  Moultrie  County 
Lincolns. 


That 


f  th*  Lincoln  Family"  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing of  John  Strolhcr  Lincoln,  their 
grandfather:  "John  Strolhcr.  born  Dec. 
30,  1806;  died  Aug.  6,  1878  In  Illinois. 
Ho  married  and  had  a  large  family 
of  which  nothing  ha*  been  learned. 
The  following  from  Rockingham  coun- 
ty, Va„  Burnt  Records,  vol.  xxli,  p.  232, 
gives  the  only  information  of  his  wlta 
that  ha*  been  obtained:  'September 
28,  1849'  'and  the  said  John  S.  Lin- 
coln and  Hester  Ann  his  wife,  being 
one  of  th*  legal  heirs  of  the  said  David 
Lincoln,  and  as  such  is  entitled  to  an 
equal   undivided    eighth   part  of  the 


Streyer.  a  son-in-law.  Matthew  Dyer, 
Rebecca.  H-nnah  EvBns,  Abigail  Coff- 
men,  Elizabeth  Chrisman,  Polly  Hln- 
ton  (Ly'la  or  Mary)  of  Kentucky, 

Jacob  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Conti- 
nental army  during  the  Revolution, 
qualifying  for  his  commission  March 
26,  1781.  HI*  war  record,  obtained 
from  Washington  by  Mrs,  Sawyer, 
with  that  of  David  Lincoln,  shows  that 
he  was  a  captain  and  lieutenant  In  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  built  the  first 
atone  house  in  Rockingham  county  in 
1780  and  this  structure  la  stilt  stand- 
ing. 


in  1875  that  his  branch  of  the 
illy  became  "lost"  to  history. 

armcr  in  Piatt  and  Moultrie  coun- 
He  married  Margaret  Bunyan 
Hammond,  III.,  in  1892.  and  their 


.,  Chei 


[radu- 


dally 


le  history  up  to,  date, 
of  five,  Mrs.  Williams  sat 
ler  grandmother.  Hester 
i  Lincoln,  beneath  a  wide 
spreading  apple  tree  on  the  Moultrie 
county  farm.  Ae  her  grandmother 
taught  her  to  place  tiny  stitches  In  a 
straight  row.  she  heard  the  story  of 
how  Hester  Ann  and  John  Slrother 
Lincoln  had  eloped  on  horseback  to 
Maryland. 

John  Strolher  Lincoln,  son  of  David 
and  Catherine  Bright  Lincoln,  waa 
born  in  Rockingham  county,  Virginia 
Dee.  30,  1809,  -He  married  Hester  Ann 
Burniide,  cousin  of  General  Am- 
brose Everett  Burnaide  who  was  a 
West  Point  graduate,  a  colonel  In  the 
Civil  war.  and  brigadier  and  major 
general  of  the  volunteers.     In  1866 


teral 


ate  of  James  Millikin  university  in 
Decatur,  Is  n  practising  attorney  In  Ft 
Wayne,  Ind.  Cheater  Abraham  mar^ 
rled  Freda  Grace  Haaa  of  Columbia 
City,  Ind.,  nnd  they  have  one  son. 
Marshall  Lee.  By  hla  second  marriage 
Dayton  Monroe  Lincoln  had  three  chil- 
dren, Katherlne,  Gertrude  and  Lillian 
of  Los  Angeles,  Cnl. 

ABIGAIL  ADINA  LINCOLN  mar- 
ried Edward  Alvln  Thorpe  in 
Nome,  Alaska,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Eugene  Lincoln  and  Irene 
■Doris.  Abigail  Adina  attended  Val- 
paraiso university  and  waa  a  teacher 
In  Moultrie  county. 

Hester  Catherine  who  died  in  1(130  in 
Seattle.  Wash.,  was  a  teacher  in  Moul- 
trie county  before  her  marriage  to 
George  Harry  Conklln  In  Decatur  In 
1893.  Maggie  died  in  infancy  and 
Clement  Valentine  died  in  1928  in 
Cornucopia,  Ore.,  leaving  hi*  wife, 
Pearl  Romirk  and  three  children, 
Claire,  Raymond  and  Roy  of  Port- 
land. 

Emma  Violet  Lincoln  (Mr*.  Wil- 
liam*) of  Decatur  married  Jacob  B, 
Williams  June  21,  1893.  Ha  died  July 
9,  1919  and  their  son.  Carlyle  Lincoln 
William*,  Is  a  Wabash  railway  ac- 
countant In  Decatur.    Mrs.  Williams 


school* 

n  Ira  Sawyer  of  E 
n  are  William  LI 

Millikin  university,  gradui 
the  department  of  enginee: 
of  the  University  of 
now  Instructor  of  civil  engineering  at 
the  University  of  Florida  In  Gaines- 
ville; Mary  Elizabeth  who  attended 
Decatur  schools  and  Millikin  uni- 
versity and  i*  a  graduate  of  Federal 
Art  school:  Julia  Catherine,  a  student 
at  Illinois  Slate  Normal  university, 
Normal,  and  Jean  Ann.  a  student  In 
the  grade  schools  of  Macon  county. 

William    Lincoln    Sawyer  married 
Enid  Janice  Friend,  a  teacher  In  De- 
They  1 


Is  one  of  the  prized  r 
family.  It  has  a  pi 
the  Sawyer  home. 

Julia  Frances,  the  last  of  X>oi 
Marshall  Lincoln's  children,  alter 
Decatur  schools  and  the  Univet 
of  Washington  in  Seattle,  ' 


n  this  branch  of  the  1 
Mary  Elizabeth  Saw 
l£lkenes*  of  Abraham 


ngest 


■mall  property  owned  by  h 
(Abraham's  grandfather)  passed,  i 
his  death,  to  Mordecal,  the  eldest  a 


life  of  his  brother. 

Scores  of  tales  and  tradition*  of 
Lincolns  are  treasured  and  often 
pealed  by  the  living  ancestor*.  ' 
youngest  generation  Is  being  tral 
In  Lincoln  lore  and  in  every  home 
ture*  and  histories  or  the  Civil  ' 
President  have  private  elgnlficanc 


twlc 


i  Moi 


r  M.  Way 


.  Hest 


John  Slrother  Line 
from  Virginia  In  183! 
Logan  county  In  IIUi 
In  all  three  state*, 
moved  from  Logan  I 


Katherlne,  Wilms  and  Josephine,  are 
living  in  Seattle,  Wash. 

Lulher  C,  Lincoln  died  In  1881. 
Charles  Ernest  Lincoln  married  Agne* 
Hahn  of  Decatur  and  of  two  children 
born    to    them    both    are  deceived. 

the  Mueller  company  In  Indianapolis 
where  he  married  Emma  Joachiml. 
Cella  Florence  Lincoln  Sawyer  at- 


July  6,  1934 


Celia  Lincoln  Sawyer 
E.  Et  $3 

Decatur,  Illinois 
Dear  Madani 


Blank  you  vary  much  for  sending  us  the  news- 
paper  clipping  giving  us  data  referring  to  the  relation- 
ship between  the  Sawyers  and  the  Lincolns. 

It  is  interesting  indeed  and  we  will  be  very 
glad  to  keep  it  in  our  file  containing  inforraation  on 
those  families  associated  with  the  Lincolns. 

1 1  vas  very  thoughtful  of  you  indeed  to  think 
of  us  in  this  way. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


LAW j  IK 


Director 


! 

THE  GREEN  BOOKMAN 

vwBRiRGEM&aaBsEtoi  VIRGINIA 

711  W  Main  St.    Charlottesville.  Va. 

April  10th  1936. 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation* 
Fort  Wayne  Ind. 


Gentlemen: 

We  have  a  Lincoln  item  that  may  be  of  considerable  valuale  and  may  not  be  so 
good  after  all,  however  we  want  to  know  to  more  about  it  before  we  sell  it.     A  broadside 
9  3/4  x  12  3/4  in  good  condition. 

Lands  for  sale. 

I  will  offer  for    sale  on  the  20th  of  February  next,  at  the  residence  of  the  late 
Catherine  Paul,  dec*d  in  the  county  of  Hardy,  the  TWO  TRACTS  OF  LAND,  of  which  she  died 
seized,  lying  on  the  waters  of  Lost  River,  in  the  county  of  Hardy,  adjoining  the  lands  of 
Joseph  Miller,  Esq,  George  See  and  others.     The  two  tracts  adjoin,  each  other  and  contain 
from  500  to  700  acres,  and  taken  together  is  a  valuable  stock  farm.    There  is  large  quanit 
-yof  good  Timothy  meadow,  and  much  more  can  be  made;  the  land  is  kind  to  the  growth  of 
grass.     There  is  a  Swelling -House,  good  Apple  Orchard,  7c.  upon  the  land.     The  unde  sign 
-ed  deems  a  particular  description  unec/essary,  as  individuals  wishing  to  purchase  the 
priperty  can  examine  for  themselves. 

If  not  sold  on  the  20th  of  February  or  before  that  ctomm   time,  the  lands  will  be  offerd 
for  rent.     Terms  will  be  made  known  on  the  day  of  sale,    ^he  title  is  good,  and  a  gen- 
eral warrantee  will  be  made  if  required. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  Agent. 

For  John  C  Lincoln  and  Palena  Denis, 
Devisees  of  Catherine  Paul  dec'd. 

January  1st  1838. 

your  very  truly. 


The  Green  Bookman. 


From  Office  or 

i-C  /"\  ="3.     p  T  CfT- 


April  14,  1936 


A.Warrei 
fational 


■  1 


a  as 


The  Garden  Bookman 
711  West  Main  Street 
Charlott esv llle ,  Virginia 

Lear  Sir: 

I  wish  I  might  be  of  more  assistance  to  you 
in  giving  you  some  idea  of  the  manuscript  you  have  discovered 

signed  by  Abraham  Lincal^^g  0^  $xm%  'S3-, -edited  by  me 

he^ar^  i» 'not.  difficult,  however,  to  identify 
John  C.  Lincoln  and  Balena  Denis  as  the  children  of  Mordecai 
Lincoln  and  Clara  Paul  Lincoln.     Clara  was  the  daughter  of 
Catharine  Paul  of  lardy  County,  now  West  Virginia. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  ;ibxahem  Lincoln, 
agent  for  the.  property,  was  a  cousin  of  Mordecai  Lincoln  and 
lived  at  Linville  in  Bockingham  County,  Virginia.     This  Abraham 
Lincoln  asd  Thomas,  the  father  of  the  President,  were  counsins 
which  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the  relationship  and  also  allow 
you  possibly  to  place  a  price  upon  the  manuscript.     I  do  not 
think  we  would  be  interested  in  acquiring  It  ourselves. 

Very  truly  yours,  * \ 


§**Mfi  to  oe  ai^icta  opituop.-'ae  ym^wm 
e  011  another  oar^  of  this  farm .  to  tine  v 


LA«:AAM  : 


Director 

e stead.    Ttfhioh  did  you  say  that  di 


reaa,  or  else  that  you  meant  by 
been  torn1  down*     -  I 

m  you  sincerely,  I  am 


If 

From  Office  of  Miss  F.3T. Converse,  Public  Stenographer  and  Genealogist, 
503  First  National  Bank  Building,  Harrisonburg, Virginia. 


July  31,1937. 


Dr. Louis  A.larr en, Direct or, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr .Warren: 


Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of  July  23,  en- 
closing several  copies  of  "LINCOLN  LORE?  which  I  greatly  appre- 


ciate. 


Is  it  asking  too  much  to  ask  you  to  read  the  enclosed 
transcript  of  my  notes  of  your  address  of  June  23, -edited  by  me 
throug^eferenL  to  newspaper  articles,  **££f 
bv  Mr  Crown's  version  in  the  Harrisonburg  paper, June  24?    There  are 
several  places where  I  still  need  a  little  assistance, if  you  have 
tire  to  fill  in  just  a  little;  if  you  haven't  the  time,  please  don't 
ootler  about  U.     Mr  .Reynolds,  who  lives  on  ^  » 
asked  me,  Wednesday,  to  make  copies  of  this  f or  him,  for  *°^s^» 
he  said  he  would  be  in  town  August  5.    I  tried  to  get  this  mailed  to 
you  earlier, for  your  approval. 

My  sister  thinks  this  is  imposing  upon  you.    I  think  so, 
+  ™    h„t  t  wrmid  rather  imnose  upon  you  than  misrepresent  your 
statements  or  in  any  way^Sst  the  troth.      Mr  .Reynolds  may  order  other 
lnl\£    later    but  even  if  he  disposes  of  only  the  two  now  ordered, 
!0Sould  likf  myTeSg  of  the  Address  <£eely  tra 
instances,)  to  have  your  approval.    Parts  of  it  are    word  for  word, 
but  not  many.  here 

There  seems  to  be  divided  opinion/as  to  whether  Thomas 
Lincoln  was  born  on  another  part  of  this  farm,  tothe * 
^Ike    or  in  a  log  house  now  used  as  a  machine  shed  directly  east  or 
the  old  pa?t  of  the  Jacob  Lincoln  homestead,  or  in  the  said  old  part 
of  the  said  Jacob  Lincoln  homestead.    Which  did  you  say  that  day?  I 

a  house  that  had  been  torn  down. 

Thanking  you  sincerely,  I  am 

Very  truly, 

%  £  Gnr****  <?  (F.F.Converse)  . 


Enclosures. 


mm  hav6  with  Mr. S.Whitney,  a  member  of  the*Old  Ship  Church  which  Saa- 
uel  Lincoln  attended  in  Hinfeham,  Masisaohuaafcte.    As  early  as  i©du, 
Li  for  the  "Lincoln  Pilgrims" 

a+  +h»  rsp«H«%  dinner/  June  S3, 1937,  at  the  Jacob  Lincoln 

Life  "oxidation,  made  an  address  on  the  Llncolns. 

Dr .Warren  said, in  effect,  in  part  as  follows: 

that ,  and  what  you  said  about.  Mr*  narx  y  v  f  t 

"It  is  a  pleasure  to  come  here  to  this  very  wonderful  old 

%  Lincoln  collector,  etc./ 

home.    First  of  all,  I  want  to  express  appreciation  to  the  group 
who  have  come  here  to-day  to  help  us  do  honor  to  the  Lincoln 
family,  and  to  the  host  and  hostess  and  their  family  for  their 

wonderful  courtesy  and  for  the  opportunity  of  dining  in  their 

Wa  had  the  pleasure  o*  d viag  «.>  »  ~ 

spacious  dining-hall.    The  pilgrims  certainly  appreciate  it, 

Massachusetts,  whore  Samuel  liven  #nen  nx©  * 

We  are  trying  to  celebrate  the  300th  anniversary  of  Samuel 

The  guest  minister  was  from  ^nglano » -rroci  zu.  ■       >  * 

Lincoln's  coming  to  America.    In  1637,  an  18  year  old  boy  disembarked 

Samuel  Lincoln  >?&.r& »    I  expect  bop  or  »»•  P  P 

at  Boston, -at  Hingham,  to  be  specific;-  he  soon  took  up  his  resi- 

service  mav  hate  been  related  to  Samuel  Lin 

dence  at  BstiKMa. 

to  honor*    You  can  go  back  into  New  isngianc  x.o--  y 

(Typist's  note:    Dr .Warren,  if  you  said  anything  at  this  point 

his  descendants,    it  was  a  very  xiiuswriu  j 

about  Samuel's  residence  in  Salem,  and  the  other  four  Massachusetts 

the  Linoolns  need  be  ashamed  or  tne  >.amixy#    x*    x  » 

toms.taentioned  in-Lincoln  Lore*)  please  fill  ttxtzx  in  that  part). 

Massachusetts  line,  became  Attoraey~uan»-r8.x  in 

Levi  Lincoln,  Jr*r 
presidency.  1&**s£xkk.  served  as  Governor  of  his  State,  and  was 

jj^Mfciy  the  moat  popular  Governor'  Massachusetts  has  eve-  mm 

isn't  it  too  bad  that  when  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1348  visited 

«L*i  tu^«  th«t  h*  did  not  1-iow  at  that  time  that  his  people  had 


 2—  yf. 


We  have  with  Mr.E.Whitney,  a  member  of  the^ld  Ship  Church  which  Sam- 
mi  Lincoln  attended  in  Hlngham,  Massachusetts.    As  early  as  iet>u, 
sSuel  Uncoln  and  his  associates  built  this  old  Church. 


(If  you  recall  what  you  said  about  Mr.Duncan  right  here,  please  add 


that,  and  what  you  said  about  Mr.  Harley  (was  it?), --as  to  his  being 
a  Lincoln  collector,  etc.) 


fed         il  An*  ft+   »n*ifif<   oh   9'f  clSfl  Gtf  V£b-C$   61£|1  flVBrf  CdW 


We  had  the  pleasure  of  being  at  a  service  at  Hlngham, 
Massachusetts,  where  Samuel  lived  when  his  son  Mordecai  was  born. 
The  guest  minister  was  from  England , -from  the  very  place  from  which 
Samuel  Lincoln  dame.    I  expect  25£  of  the  people  who  attended  the 
service  may  have  been  related  to  Samuel  Lincoln  whom  we  were  trying 
to  honor.    You  can  go  back  into  Hew  England  to-day  and  find  many  of 
hie  descendants.    It  was  a  very  illustrious  family.  No  one  related  to 
the  Lincolns  need  be  ashamed  of  the  family.    Levi  Lincoln,  of  the 


Massachusetts  line,  became  Attorney-General  in  Thomas  Jefferson's 

Levi  Lincoln,  Jr., 
presidency.  Lax*****  served  as  Governor  of  his  State,  and  was 

probably  the  most  popular  Governor  Msssachusetts  has  ever  had. 

Isn't  it  too  bad  that  when  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1348  visited 

Levi  Lincoln  that  he  did  not  know  at  that  time  that  his  people  had 


«» 3  *** 


come  'from  Massachusetts?    He  said  tofcl 
family  back  any  further  than  Pennsylvania 

'  th'sy  war©  all  of  the  vary  seme  branch* 

'We  had  a  great  time  In  Boston  recalling  some  of  the  eon- 
tributlona  'which  the  Lincoln©  had  made  to  the-  history  of  that  section 

"  we  saw  a  very  wonderful  iron  foundry  that  was  conducted  by  Samuel 
Lincoln,  and  the  old  Mordeoai  Lincoln  home  still  stands, — a  toa'gnif- 
5, cent  home  now  standing'  at  Scituate/.*-, 

At"  Newark  "Kew  Jersey,  we  had  luncheon  Monday.    A  very 
large  group • took  luncheon  there.    Among  the  number  was  Ida  liar  o  ell, 
who  fcfts:  often  been  named  as  one  of  the  ten  leading  women  is.  America. 
You  "will  find  a  very  Interesting  article  In  the  frew  York  Times  of 
Sunday,  'in  w&ich  she  mentions  this  very  section  and  her  visit  here* 

"'V^ilbt  toow  ^hat  X  ever  attended  a  more  appropriately  arranged 

'"luncheon  than  that  one/  That  afternoon,'!  counted,  I  think,  some- 
thing'like  sixteen  cars".  •  :We  went  to  Monmouth^  Sew '  Jersey,  f^^te^He 
-aofcst — -9e»i^'-l--te¥e^  and  saw  the 

old"  hwae  of  Mordeoai  Second,  'thai;  protj&fcly  stood  on  the  very  spot 
(To  put  beneath  each  page  as  it  is  being  read,  to  make  it  more  legible) 

where  John  Lincoln,  his  son,  was  born.    We  saw  the  tombstone  of 
'^)tow&e«4Lh  who  was  a  •sister'  Of    '  :^1^v    l»inooln.    A  little  service 


— 3— 

come  from  Massachusetts?    He  said  that  he  couldn't  trace  his 
family  back  any  further  than  Pennsylvania.    But  now  we  do  know  that 
they  were  all  of  the  very  same  branoh. 

We  had  a  great  time  in  Boston  recalling  some  of  the  con- 
tributions which  the  Lincolns  had  made  to  the  history  of  that  seotion, 
We  saw  a  very  wonderful  iron  foundry  that  was  conducted  by  Samuel 
Lincoln,  and  the  old  Mordecai  Lincoln  home  still  stands,— a  magnif- 
icent home  now  standing  at  Soituate. 

At  Newark,  New  Jersey,  we  had  luncheon  Monday.    A  very 
large  group  took  luncheon  there.    Among  the  number  was  Ida  Tarbell, 
who  has  often  been  named  as  one  of  the  ten  leading  women  in  America. 
You  will  find  a  very  interesting  article  in  the  New  York  Times  of 
Sunday,  in  which  she  mentions  this  very  section  and  her  visit  here, 
I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  attended  a  more  appropriately  arranged 
luncheon  than  that  one.    That  afternoon,  I  counted,  I  think,  some- 
thing  like  sixteen  cars.    We  went  to  Monmouth^  New  Jersey, {*£ypi-et-9 
-note* — Dgr-^-I-  have  -  the  -  wrong  - 1  own-in-New- Jer  sey H  and  saw  the 
old  home  of  Mordecai  Second,  that  probably  stood  on  the  very  spot 
where  John  Lincoln,  his  son,  was  born.    We  saw  the  tombstone  of 
ae^she^  who  was  a  sister  of  Lincoln.    A  little  service 


was  held  at  her  grave.    I  said  afterwards  I  didn't  believe  there  had 

aavlng  been  ereoted.    They  s«em©d  to  f  $ei  that"  it  was  more  in  ac- 

held 

ever  been  any  funeral  rites  xsi&  there  before.    It  occurred  to  me 

eordancra  with  their  dimple  mode  of  life  not  to  honor  their  dead  with 


that  there  was  lying  a  little  girl  who  had  never  had  any  servi 

'monuments.    So,  when  the  ground  was  fi lie's.,  they  covered  it  * 


ces 

'i  th. 


before, — a  little  child  buried  there  in  1720. 

three  or  four  feet  of  soil,  and  then  began  fchair  seoon^  b^ryin^- 

We  went  to  a  little  Quaker  Church  at    , where 

d  on  top  of  the  forma  " 

was  put  on  a  typical  old-time  Quaker  service.    The  presiding  officer 

Samuel  Lincoln  came'  from  England.  In.  1637  to  'Boston,  His 

told  us  that  we  were  going  to  wait  'until  the  Spirit  moved*  some  one. 

sdn  Mordedai  reamined  in  Massachusetts.'    Mordecal's  son,  Mordeoai, 

Presently  there  came  a  white-clad  girl,  walking  slowly  through  the 

Junior,  started  the  migration  by  going  with  his  brother  to  NevTJer* 

Churdh,  singing  a  beautiful  old  homn.    Some  one  said,   'Here  comes  the 

say.    From  that  time  on,  most  of  the  Lincoln s  were  born  in  one 

spirit  of   . 1      Then  one  or  two  indivuals  arose  and 

""xvs  :r.  Eiu  Still  another.  J 

made  very  impressive  remarks  concerning  the  Lincolns  who  had  lived 

there,    Lincoln,  himself,  recalled  his  Quaker  ancestry. 

•and  died  in  Virginia.    John  Lincoln's  son  Abraham  was  born  in  Perm- 

Yesterday,  we  moved  on  into  Berks  Countv,  and  there  we  were 

sylvania,"  married  here  in  Virginia,  was  massacred  in  Kentucky,  and 

thrilled  by  seeing  one  of  the  old  Lincoln  homes,  the  home  where  John 

on  Friday  we  will  stand  In  front  of  his  grave.    Abraham  Lincoln's  son 

Lincoln  grew  up.    Mordeoai  had  acquired  an  interest,  in  partnership, 

^Nfeaafr  was- bora  here  in.  yiarginiaA  ^rrisd  in  - 

in  an  iron  foundry/    Apparently,  he  made  some  money,  because  he  imme- 

iixmois.    Abraham,  tnr  Presiuesit,  son  of  Thomas    was  bo*n  <rs  Fen— 

diately  acquired  some  very  fine  tracts  of  land  in  Berks  County.  I 

saw  some  magnificent  wheat  growing  at  that  old  home  place. 

that  thee©  families  should  more- on;  sometimes  tlere  were  from  tweiva 


We  went  to  another  Church.    The  thing  that  impressed  us  most 
was  the  Quaker  burying-ground .    It  was  entirely  level,  no  monuments 


having  been  erected.    They  seemed  to  feel  that  it  was  more  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  simple  mode  of  life  not  to  honor  their  dead  with 
monuments.    So.  when  the  ground  was  filled,  they  covered  it  with 
three  or  four  feet  of  soil,  and  then  began  their  second  burying- 
ground  on  top  of  the  former  graves. 

Samuel  Lincoln  came  from  England  in  1637  to  Boston,  His 
son  Mordecai  reamined  in  Massachusetts.    Mordecai's  son,  Mordecal, 
Junior,  started  the  migration  by  going  with  his  brother  to  New  Jer- 
sey.   From  that  time  on,  most  of  the  Lincolns  were  born  in  one 
State,  married  in  another,  and  died  in  still  another.    John  Lincoln, 
son  of  Mordecai  II,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  married  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  died  in  Virginia.    John  Lincoln's  son  Abraham  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, married  here  in  Virginia,  was  massacred  in  Kentucky,  and 
on  Friday  we  will  stand  in  front  of  his  grave.    Abraham  Lincoln's  son 
Thomas  was  born  here  in  Virginia,  married  in  Kentucky,  and  died  in 
Illinois.    Abraham,  the  President,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky, married  in  Illinois,  and  died  in  Washington.    It  was  natural 
that  these  families  should  move  on;  sometimes  there  were  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  or  eighteen  children  in  a  family.    They  had  to  find  new 
homes,  and  they  did.  and  continually  moved  westward.    Virginia  stands 


mi  m  an 

— 6— 


once,  but  I  am  inclined. to  think  that  Barsheba  Herring^oouldn't  have 
in  the  midst  of  the  entire  migration.    Here  began, -or  I  should  say 

been  his  first  wife.    We  do  know  that  there  isuo  Josiah  in  the .Lin- 
there  was  developed  here  to  a  fuller  extent, — the  influences  which 

coin  line  •    jtxsmxKffimi % ^lBff%'^^%iBT8^^fni^yyp''t^A 

made  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  grandfather  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln, 

&Ltl  *>lfVu   QJUn    <*%X  £jjM/l&  ''! 

I  am  sure  that  when  He  married  into  the  Herring  family^ he  was 
the  man  he  was.    Here,  in  this  house  T?l  Lincoln1  s  father  was  born, 

marrying  into  one  of  the  good  families  of  the  County*    In.  1782,  Abra- 
and  here  he  lived  for  the  first  six  years  of  his  life.    He  was  born 

ham  and  his  wife,  Beraheba,  and  five  children  left  here.  Abraham, 
here, — we  think,  in  1776;— in  Kentucky,  he  registered  as  a  male  21 

owned  in  Kentucky,  about  4,000  (?)  acres  of  land. .  That  is  not  the. 
years  of  age  in  1797.    They  left  here  in  1782,  which  made  him  about 

estate  of  a' peer*  worthless  -vagrant.    Th^t  is  the  estate  of  a  man  ^ 
six  years  old.    Thomas  Lincoln  was  the  most  misunderstood  of  all  the 

who  had  a  wonderful  future  before  him.  - Hqw  old.    Forty-two  year^  .of 
Lincolns.    His  father,  Abraham,  was  Captain  of  one  of  the  two  military 

age,    I  doubt  whether  there  is  more  than . one  man  here  to-day 
Companies  in  this  County  during  the  Revolution, —a  man  who  served 

younger  than  Abraham  Lincoln  was  when  he  was  massacred  bv   ■  'Indians 
as  Adjutant -General,  one  of  a  half  dozen  of  the  most  outstanding  men 

in  1786*    They  think  that  the  massacre  of  this  man  stirred  up  the 
in  your  County. 

people  to  go  out  against  the  Indians %    The  widow.  Bershebd.,,  kept  her 
Here  we  are  to-day,  meeting  in  a  house  where  the  Linville 

little  brood  with  her.  She  tried  to  bring  up,  hec  children  out  th^ra_/r 
Creek  Baptist  Church  meetings  were  often  held.    Daniel  Boone's    -<  f.x 

the  wilderness  of  Kentucky*    Some  of  the  men  trJLed,to  awtndl « Jier  out 
and  Abraham's  great-grandfather,  John,  lived  side  by  side  in  Berks 

of  her  property*    She  was  not  a  poverty-stricken  woman  at  aa*£  tliae. 
County,  Pennsylvania.    The  Boones  and  the  Lincolns  intermarried  four 

but  s  woman  without  money*  It  was  literally  true  that/Abraham's  a 
or  five  times.    Abraham's  grandfather,  Abraham,  married  some  good 

father .  Th etnas,  one  :>f  these  children .  was  a, .poor*  wanderinfi  be 
woman  here*    I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  it  was  a  Boone,  because, 

as  he  said,  going  from  place  to  place  to  labor,  and  he  did  labor*, 
after  naming  his  first  child  Mordeoai,  he  named  his  next  one  Josiah. 

I  have  in  my  possession  a  book  showing  .that  in  Kentucky,  is  1799,    „  . 
Josiah  Boone  lived  close  by*    Some  claim  that  Atattam  he  only  married 


once,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  Bersheba  Herring  couldn't  have 
teen  his  firet  wife.  We  do  Know  that  there  is  no  Josiah  in  the  Lin- 
coln line,  wftUy  >  MfjE  IM  WWWT$? 

I  am  sure  that  when  he  married  into  the  Herring  family  he  was 

marrying  into  one  of  the  good  families  of  the  County.    In  1782,  Abra- 
ham and  his  wife,  Bersheba,  and  five  children  left  here.  Abraham 
owned  in  Kentucky,  about  4,000  <*)  acres  of  land.    That  is  not  the 
estate  of  a  poor,  worthless  vagrant.    That  is  the  estate  of  a  man 
„ho  had  a  wonderful  future  before  him.    How  old,    Forty-two  years  of 
age.    I  doubt  whether  there  is  more  than  one  man  here  to-day 
younger  than  Abraham  Lincoln  was  when  he  was  massacred  by  the  Indians 
in  1786.    They  think  that  the  massacre  of  this  man  stirred  up  the 
people  to  go  out  against  the  Indians.    The  widow,  Bersheba,  kept  her 
little  brood  with  her.    She  tried  to  bring  up  her  children  out  there  in 
the  wilderness  of  Kentucky.    Some  of  the  men  tried  to  swindle  her  out 


of  her  property.    She  was  not  a  poverty-stricken  woman  at  any  time, 

President 

hut  a  woman  without  money.    It  was  literally  true  that/Abraham's 
father,  Thomas,  one  ,f  these  children,  was  a  poor,  wandering  boy, 
as  he  said,  going  from  place  to  place  to  labor,  and  he  did  labor. 
I  have  in  my  possession  a  book  showing  that  in  Kentucky,  in  1799. 


soon  after  he  was  EO  years  old,  he  worked  for  Mr.Hacraft  (?). 


His  mother  had  moved  over  to  Washington  County,  Kentucky,  and  he  had 


bought  a  little  place  for  his  mother.    The  State  of  Kentucky  has 


taken  over  the  little  burial  ground  which  contains  the  remains  of  the 


widow  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  so  now  we  have  a  State  ground  where  Bersheba 


Lincoln  lies  buried,  if  this  matter,  we  f  rom-very 


fine  people.    Certainly,  the  culture  of  this  home  here  and  the 
(Typist* s  note:    Please  fill  in  your  statement  as  to 
what  you  discovered  in  Texas  about  Thomas  Lincoln1 s 
earnings  in  18G6  for  the  water-trip. } 


there  is  no  mystery  In  life  so  far  as  great  men  are  concerned. 


is  true  that  he  seems  to  stand  out  among  us,  ara  Wocdrow  Wilson  onee 


said  about  him:    *To  an  Eastern  politician,  he  must  have  ammtm&  like 

Immediately,  Thomas  began  to  buy  clothes  for  his  wedding. 

an  accident,  but  to  the  Western  he  Biust  have  secsuid  likft  3hL*  evidence » * 

There  was  only  one  man  in  the  list  I  saw  in  some  old  account  books 

Re  w$ $  a  coHibi nation  of  the  mvsticaX  and  of  the  nrectical. 

who  had  paid  more  for  his  wedding  clothes  than  Thomas  Lincoln  did.  He 

(Typist * t  note:    Please  insert  what  you  said  about  the 
Ohri&tianity  of  the  f airily} , 
had  purchase  a  new  hat,  too,  and  a  bridle  for  his  horse.    Here  was 


a  man  who  when  he  went  to  his  wedding  was  as  well  dressed  as  any  man 

I»  Abraham  Lincoln,  we  caa  see  wfcat  can  come  out  of  generations  of 
in  Kentucky.    All  through  that  book  containing  these  lists,  there  is 

fine  living.  .,  ;         *j  j 

evidence  of  (his  prosperity,  did  you  say?).  After 

'Justs,  one  word  in  conclusion  about  Abraham  .Lincoln,  himself, 
his  marriage  to  Nancy  Hanks,  he  moved  back  to  Elizabethtown,  Ken- 

X  expect  thftrflf  wcm  amny  other  families  j.U9t  as  great  end  greater 
tucky.    When  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born,  his  father,  Thomas,  owned  about 


hundred  acres  of  land.    I  know  from  the  records  that  no  one 


need  be  ashamed  of  Thomas  Lincoln.    Not  only  do  we  find  that  he  had 

property,  but  we  find  him  loaning  money,  going  as  bondsman,— a  rather 

outstanding  man.    People  have  wondered  how  Abraham  Lincoln  could 

have  come  from  a  worthless  vagabond.    Well,  he  didn't.    When  we  get 

down  to  the  truth  of  this  matter,  we  find  that  he  came  from  very 

fine  people.    Certainly,  the  culture  of  this  home  here  and  the 

culture  of  the  New  Jersey  home  will  allow  us  to  appreciate  that 

there  is  no  mystery  in  life  so  far  as  great  men  are  concerned.  It 

is  true  that  he  seems  to  stand  out  among  us*  mm  Woodrow  Wilson  once 

Lid  about  him:     'To  an  Eastern  politician,  he  must  have  seemed  like 

accident,  but  to  the  Western  he  must  have  seemed  like  Providence.' 

He  was  a  combination  of  the  mystical  and  of  the  practical. 

(Typist's  note:    Please  insert  what  you  said  about  the 
Christianity  of  the  family) . 


sa: 


an 


In  Abraham  Lincoln,  we  can  see  what  can  come  out  of  generations  of 
fine  living. 

Just  one  word  in  conclusion  about  Abraham  Lincoln,  himself, 
I  expect  there  were  amny  other  families  just  as  great  and  greater 


—10— 


than  the  Lincoln,  but  what  kind  of  place  does  he  occurs    I  .  , 

American  hero,    $e  occupy?    i  am  golng 

to  give  just  two  or  three  testimonies,    in  England    H  G  Well 
hero;  Washing!,  ^gland,  H.G.Wells  was  in- 

viewed  '"*  £t 

viewed.    Some  one  questioned  him  about  ereat  me„ 

w  "out  great  men,  saying  that  he  must 

have  stood  on  a  sort  „f  „.  , 

sort  of  pinnacle  and  have  seen  the  great  men  that  stood 

out  higher  than  other  men.    This  man  told  Wells  that  b  I 

ioia  wells  that  he  would  like  to 

have  him  name  a  few  of  them     Th«  It 

them.    The  strange  thing  is  that  one  of  those 

men  was  Abraham  Lincoln.    Here  was  tw 

Here  was  that  great  historian  seeing  Lincoln 

a  x  c. viier  ie®i*  somet ins n *      _ «.  *      . , 
stand  out  a  little  bit  higher  than  other  men 

the  fajKily  had  lived  we  f*f  i  -  - 

'    .  .  . 1X1  T'°  appreciate  Lincoln," 

How  important  this  room  i<*»    tt™„  4 

room  is.    How  important  this  whole  com- 

-it,  is:  Lora  Curzon  maae  ms  statemeat  before  oxfora 

He  said,     .Ttere  are  three  great  orations  in  the  Anglo-Saeon  tonOTe,  one 

fvspdrtei  of™ddr'e-is"" 
oy  the  younger  Pitt,  ******** 

and  two  by  an  American,  Abraham 
Uncoln.-the  one  his    Gettysburg  Address,  and  the  other  the  Second" 
-augural,    *  Washingtoni  „  ^  ^  ^  ^  <  _  ^ 

to  hold  in  one  hand  the  original  manuscript  of  the  Gettysburg  Address 

and  in  the  other  hand  the  original  ««•  . 

original  of  the  Second  Inaugural,  written  by 

the  son  of  the  man  who  was  born  here. 

Much  as  we  all  admire  Washington,  always  the  great  American, 

'Ilr8t  "  "e  heartS  °f  —« —  is  no  rivalry  between 
Uncoln  and  Washington,  the  great  American  hero.    Lincoln  was  not  an 


j    ^quooo  ail  «»ob  »oaXq  t< 
^eriean  hero.    He  is  a  universal  hero.    Lincoln  is  an  International 

hero;  Washington  «»  a  National  hero.    Possihly,  as  we  view  Lincoln 

from  far  off.  he  will  become  still  greater.    Abraham  Lincoln  could 

mt.s  ^arl^  &BiSL  t^MHI  ^-Cw .  .  /.^a^L/-'.".-.  -..^tat 

never  get  away  fro.  the  influence  of  the  services  held  in  this  house,- 

perhaps  not  in  this  very  room,  for  I  am  told  the  services  that  were 

held  in  this  room  were  held  later.— 

♦  ^»c  in  all  these  communties  where 

I  rather  fear  sometimes  that  m  axj.  x,u* 


the  family  had  lived  we  fail  to  appreciate  Lincoln." 

... 

Typist- s  note:    You  probably  su»ed  up  everything 
Se  address     I  rather^Wnk  you  dfd.    If  so,  please 
and  I  ' few  words  So  cover  that.Many  thanks. 

Reporter  or  aadress. 


na  ton  aft*' 


0 


LINCOLN  \5?  NATIONAL 
LIFE  FOUNDATION 


LOUIS  A.  WARREN 

DIRECTOR 


FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


August  6,  1937 


RESEARCH  BUREAU 

INTERPRETS  THE  LIFE  OF  LINCOLN 
AS  REVEALED  IN  AUTHORIZED  PUBLIC  REC- 
ORDS AND  ORIGINAL  MANUSCRIPTS. 


LIBRARY  BUREAU 

GATHERS  AND  CATALOGUES  ALL 
CLASSES  OF  LINCOLN  LITERATURE  FOR 
ITS    REFERENCE  LIBRARY. 


PUBLICATION  BUREAU 

ISSUES  A  WEEKLY  BULLETIN  LIN- 
COLN Lore  AN 0  PREPARES  HISTORICAL 
DATA  FOR  RELEASE  IN  BOOKS,  PAM- 
PHLETS. MAGAZINES.  AND  NEWSPAPERS. 


IMFORMATION  BUREAU 

COMPILES,  INDEXES,  AND  MAKES  A- 
VAILABLE.  INFORMATION  BEARING  ON  THE 
SUBJECT  OF  LINCOLNIANA 


EXHIBIT  BUREAU 

COLLECTS  AND  DISPLAYS  IN  ITS  MU- 
SEUM: MANUSCRIPTS.  PORTRAITS,  CURIOS. 
AND  SOUVENIRS,  ASSOCIATED  WITH  LIN- 
COLN. 


SPEAKERS  BUREAU 

PROVIDES  SPEAKERS  FOR  MEETINGS 
OF  CIVIC  CLUBS,  SCHOOL  GROUPS,  CHURCH 
ORGANIZATIONS.  ETC. 


Miss  F.  F.  Converse 

503  First  National  Bank  Building 

Har ri  sonburg ,  Vi  rgi  nia 

My  dear  Miss  Converse: 

It  has  "been  a  pleasure  indeed  to  read  over  the 
notes  made  at  the  time  of  my  informal  talk  at  the  Lincoln 
home  near  Harrisonburg,  Virginia  and  I  have  taken  occasion 
to  make  such  corrections  as  I  think  might  he  necessary. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  better  authority  than  local 
authority  for  the  actual  location  of  the  home  in  which 
Lincoln' s  father  was  horn.    Possibly  it  could  be  ascertained 
how  early  the  back  part  of  the  Jacob  Lincoln  homestead  was 
built,  although  I  do  recall  quite  vividly  that  on  earlier 
visits  to  the  county  it  was  suggested  that  the  log  house 
to  the  Bast  of  the  old  part  of  the  homestead  was  the  original 
structure  on  the  farm. 


Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:  SB 


EDUCATIONAL  BUREAU 

PROMOTES  ESSAY  CONTESTS.  AR- 
RANGES PROGRAMS,  AND  STIMULATES  AN 
INTEREST  IN  THE  STUDY  OF  LINCOLN'S 
LIFE. 


MEMORIAL  BUREAU 

MARKS  SITES  OF  HISTORICAL  SIG- 
NIFICANCE, AND  EMPHASIZES  ANNIVER- 
SARY OCCASIONS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  LIN- 
COLN. 


"The  Center  of  Lincoln  Information  in  America" 


August  6,  19177 


Miss  F«  ?»  Converse 

503  First  National  Bank  Building 

Harrisonburg,  Virginia 


My  dear  Hiss  Converse: 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  indeed  to  re-.d  over  the 
a*  I*  tb«  time  of  ray  informal  talk  at  the  Lincoln* 
notes  ssade  at  the  suae  ox  my  takan  occasion 

home  near  Harrisonburg,  Virginia  and  I  ^^JT 
to  make  such  corrections  as  I  think  might  be  necessary. 

I  do  net  know  of  any  better  authority  than  local 
authority  for  the  ^uTd  £  fsceltainad 

built?  altho^h  X  do  recall  quite  * M£  5^2?" 
visits  to  the  county  it  was  suggested  that  the  log 
fo  the  last  of  the  old  part  of  the  homestead  m  the  original 
structure  on  the  farau 


Very  truly  yours. 


Director 


Oaklanders  Are 
Lincoln's  Kin 

<?e-AU.-.<   

Two  Families  Trace 
Genealogy  Directly 

To  Great  Emancipator 

>/;>/;/ 

Two  Oakland  families  linked  by 
relationship  and  memory  with 
Abraham  Lincoln,  followed  festivi- 
ties closely  today  wh— .  the  former 
president's  birthday  was  celebrated 
throughout  the  Nation. 

The  first  is  a  third  cousin,  Mrs. 
Ola  M.  Elaine,  of  818  Foothill 
Boulevard — before  her  marriage, 
Ola  Lincoln — who  can  trace  her 
direct  descent  from  Lincoln  in  the 
family  genealogy. 

She  is  the  daughter  of  James  F. 
Lincoln,  son  of  John  Strother  Lin- 
coln, whose  father,  David  Lincoln, 
was  a  first  cousin  of  Abraham. 

In  1830  when  Lincoln  was  prac- 
tising law  in  Springfield,  III.,  he 
heard  of  his  cousin  David,  then 
proprietor  of  an  inn  at  Rockingham, 
Va..  and  spent  a  night  with  him 
while  making  a  trip  from  Spring- 
field to  Washington  D.  C. 

Mrs.  Blaine,  who  lived  in  Lincoln, 
III.,  a  city  surveyed  by  Lincoln, 
spent  her  girlhood  there  before 
coming  to  Oakland  25  years  ago. 

One  of  her  personal  friends. 
County  Judge  L.  B.  Stringer,  of 
Lincoln,  was  the  principal  speaker 
at  the  birthday  celebration  in  that 
city,  which  was  broadcast  over  a 
National  network.  Judge  Stringer 
helped  compile  the  genealogy  which 
is  the  prize  object  in  the  family's 
collection  of  Lincolniana. 

Robert  M.  Blaine,  her  husband,  is 
a  third  cousin  of  James  G.  Blaine, 
presidential  candidate  in  1884,  and 
Secretary  of  State  in  1889. 

Mrs.  M  W.  H.  Michael,  5429 
Shatter  Avenue,  whose  mother  was 
Anna  Elizabeth  Whipple,  a  de- 
scendant of  William  Whipple,  51st 
man  to  sign  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, July  4,  1776,  has  in  her 
possession  a  "Welcome  Lincoln'' 
badge. 

The  badge  sold  on  the  occasion  of 
•  Lincoln's  visit  to  Providence,  R,  I. — 
Miss  Whipple's  birthplace— is  an  old 
daguerreotype  of  Lincoln. 

Mrs.  Michael  can  lecall  her' 
mother  telling  how  the  young 
people  of  Providence,  wearing  the 
badges,  climbed  upon  fences  and 
buildings,  hoping  to  get  a  glimpse 
of  the  President  as  he  passed.  Mrs. 
Michael  was  willed  the  badge  when 
her  mother  died  35  years  ago  at  her 
home  in  Pasadena. 


Tuscola,  Illinois.    May  17th,  1958. 


Mr.  John  J.  Lincoln,  Preside** , 
Pocahontas  Operators  Association, 
Bluefield,  West  Virginia. 


My  dear  Col.  Lincoln: 

S3SW  J»Sff  S1- =  ~  "  - 

distinctly  and  pleasing. 

I  -  writing  you  as  a  »^X.l»"Srt* 

of  whether  -u    no^o    agnail  t.  ^ 

in  your  family  line,     l  -ave  u  Frances  Yarnall  who 

letters  of  •^^•*«t^Ur  of  4^1nla  John"  Lincoln, 
married  Hexy  Lincoln,  a  sister  ox 

The  daughter  of  *r anees  Yarnal  1  andhi. 
Lincoln,  was  nary  Yarnall  they  later  settled  in 

John  Lincoln,  son  0  ^^/^.fMd  ir7  Lincoln  Yarnall 
nh-in      The  last  trace  1  have  01  *r«uooo 
was  in  Berks.  Co.,  Pa.,  when  they  made  a  deed  1*  17=9. 

!  am  certain  this  couple  ^^%2^^J^ZLm 
great-grandfather  Jesse  Yarn  11         ^in  Harrison^  jg^ 

rr^rand  "ry  !&&  Yarnall  was  signed  by  Jesse. 

I  «  hoping  you  are  one  of  ^*f.?$Jf E^?^ 
family  records,  and  if  you  have  any  knowledge  of  this  branch 
f^lly,  I  would  be  very  happy  to  know  about  them. 

Pescendents  of  John  brother  Lincoln  living  near  Decatur, 
Illinois,  have  written  to  -  ■  ^ icited    to  t .U- »U  ^  ^ 
mother  knew  of  the  Lincoln- Yarnall  marriag 
proud  of  her  Yarnall  relationship. 

FranoeS  Yarnall  and  M*ry  Lincoln  ^ 
Mordecai,  who  dies  intestate  in  Berks . 
daughter  Ann  who  married  a  man  named  "J*^"^  he  is  tM  one  I  am 
Lincoln  history  that  they  also  had  a  son,         ^  ramliies  were 

trying  to  verify.    The  Yarnall.  Boone    ^*  their  settleEent 

closely  allied  in  Pennsylvania  with  the  Lincox  , 
in  Kentucky  was  about  the  flame  time. 

anv  information,  and  for  your 
Thanking  you  in  advance  for  "\ 
indulgence  in  hearing  the  wrta-ta^M^U**^ 

f0r^nhlTku  Tuscola,  111. 


COPY 


-  . 


mm 


in  R.  #3 

imHiMII  Illinois 
dear  "Man* 


mi9  it  is  rathe*  doubtful  that  we 
will  have  apace  in  Idnooln  Kinsman 
it  i*  quite  poaolhle  as  we  -o  on  we  id  12  h«v»  won 
-or  publi-Mn-  such  information  as  ^ouy  little  paew 
phlet  on  Mnoolm  contains,  a  copy  of  wMdi  **©  have 
here  in  our   ©und-i  tion# 

'a  ^ould  appreciate  it  very  Nstftfc  if 
you  would  call  the  attention  of  j»our  relative*  to 
the  Lincoln  "bulletin  we       ">v>nnifv»  to  mhHeh 
he  Innin-  July  15.  "  . 

■  »,    i  °f  the  continuation  of  this 

JJ*1""  i«P««ti  on  Aether  o*  not  the  ifrtfuu  0f 
the  Lincoln  fondly  care  to  ha*®  it  continued  m  we 
are  ©specially  publishing  it  for  them, 

WMIP  truly  yours, 


LAtftBS  Biroctor 
.  '  .  irren 


«A*f«i#»Y  Unjoin   Bom  In  Hlngbsa,  ISagl&ad, 
Ml  MMfrtlfffl  Ul  g^Bl  u  1637.  la  Ilk*** 

3>tod  1690,  Hlajguua, 


SSSlSn3«B  Co.  Poaa.  17l& 
araadfathw  of  WMfflMSfflWR  ■  Wwfo> 


itod  17  >7,  .icttaato,  KM** 
H^^i  Lin^^.  Bom  in  Bcitaat®,  *»*»»  1«. 

Mod  |p|«  *m*y$ 

Born  la  JfraehoXd* 


Mod  ITftk  BoeMi^aan  Co,  ?lyt^aia. 

M.lliWfiiffff1 


;*om  la  Carnarroa, 
Mod  1822,  Roclciaga«®  Oo.Va. 
Bfothoy  of  Cspt.  A&wfcaa* 


£ft  a?ae*&Uaa 

jWWg  jfPjB    ^  1778 

om  toofelaj^rasi  $9*  vlrgxaxa  W* 
Biod  is 51,  Illlaot*. 

?  .fifty  of  mtidAj]gtte^im3 


Bom  KeatwfiJqr  1*9 

Died  lagaiagtoa,  B.C# 


Afrmhfifa  Aim1-1 


Bora  :-tocfcla$ja»  Qo#^a.  17®! 

OrtaVQwHadf**^  0f  n^OT?»g  fluff* 
Xfc  m  #H*  l^vld,  with  ^a*a  Aom^m 

on  his  way  to  5&®hla^mu 


iota  /toofeladh«&  So.  m#iBU^» 
Mod  XS78,  nitaota- 

Oresaf  athor  of  SftUft  MwAli  " 
^^^^^ 

XtoreHs  tterslsall  Uafsola. 

Bom  Mftltftfp  Oo.Ta.  »U*  189*.  Ulltat 


1883.  LMag  EKEI  3  XUiaoiah 


1-  5  •  \<\-bl 


OLN  HOMESTEAD  IN  VIRGINIA 


/     Special  to  The  Nkw  York  Times. 

EDOM,  Va.-Many  tourists  are 
finding  their  way  through 
the  peaceful  Shenandoah  Val- 
Jley  to  an  old,  marvelously  pre- 
served farmhouse  on  the  Edom- 
Broadway  Road,  a  few  miles  west 
of  the  famous  Lee  Highway,  which 
was  the  ancestral  home  of  the  fore- 
bears of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Only 
recently  it  has  come  to  light  that, 
instead  of  being  the  poverty-stricken 
folk  of  legend,  the  ancestors  of  the 
great  emancipator  were  among  the 
most  prosperous  in  the  rich,  agri- 
cultural valley  of  Virginia. 

It  was  from  this  old  farmhouse 
that  Abraham  Lincoln,  grandfather 
of  the  sixteenth  President,  followed 
his  friend,  Daniel  Boone,  into  the 
wilderness  of  Kentucky  to  establish 
himself  as  one  of  the  new  western 
country's  largest  plantation  owners. 
And  it  was  in  the  house  in  the 
sunny    Shenandoah    hill-land  that 


„    ..        ,  H-  H.  Kroh 

Marking  (he  grave  of  the  last  off 
the  Lincoln  slaves  near  Edom,  Va. 


V 


Ua 


Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of  Honest 
Abe,  was  born. 

There  has  been  much  delving  into 
old  records,  since  the  prestige  of 
the  Virginia  Lincolns  in  post-colo- 
nial times  became  established,  and 
a  renewed  interest  in  that  branch 
of  the  family.    The  Lincoln  home- 
stead in  the  center  of  the  720-acre 
farm  of  John  Lincoln  is  visited  by 
increasing  hosts  of  tourists  and  the 
family  burying  grounds  near  by,  on 
land  still  owned  by  one  of  the  de- 
scendants of  the  Virginia  Lincolns, 
has  become  an  American  shrine  de- 
spite its  unkempt  condition  and  the 
necessity  of  walking  across  several 
hundred  feet  of  tilled  land  to  reach 
its  colony  of  historic  tombstones. 
*     *  * 

RAY  RENALDS.  a    young  Vir- 
ginia farmer,  now    owns  the 
house.    It  is  the  embodiment 
of  the  building  instincts  of  two  gen- 
erations of  the  Lincoln  family.  The 
rear  portion  formed    the  original 
homestead    of    John   Lincoln,  the 
President's  great-great-grandfather 
The  newer  and  larger  front  section 
was    later    built    by  the  Virginia 
pioneer's  son,  Jacob  Lincoln,  great- 
grandfather of  Abe. 
The  foundations  of  the  old  Linville 
'Baptist  Church  are    near    by,  on 
acres  that  were  formerly  a  part  of 
the  Lincoln  family  tract.    It  was 
there  that  the  President's  forebears 
worshiped  and  in  which  members 
of  the  family  were  leaders  in  the 
early  religious  activities  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  Lincoln  homestead  is  easily 
accessible  to  tourists,  with  good 
roads  leading  from  the  famous  Lee 
Highway,  one  of  the  country's 
most  heavily  traveled  transconti- 
nental routes,  to  the  homestead 
Slte-  H.  H.  Kroh. 


lib 


Lincoln's  Folks  Wealthy, 
Records  in  Virginia  Reveal 


Special  to  The  Inquirer 
EDOM,  Va.,  Feb.  11.— The  gen- 
erally accepted  story  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  came  from  shiftless,  pover- 
ty-stricken folk  belied  by  amaz- 
ing records  discovered  in  Rock- 
ingham and  Augusta  counties,  Vir- 
ginia. Lincoln's  father,  Thomas,  was 
born  in  a  large  brick  house  on  a 
prosperous  farm  near  here  and,  but 
for  a  quirk  of  fate,  the  President 
around  whom  the  Civil  War  raged 
would  have  been  a  Southerner,  with 
a  plantation  of  perhaps  some  720 
inherited  acres  in  the  fertile  Shen- 
andoah Valley. 

The  Lincoln  farm,  a  large  part  of 
which  is  now  owned  and  tilled  by 
Ray  Renalds,  a  husky  young  native 
of  this  State,  has  been  attracting 
thousands  of  visitors  since  the  dis- 
covery of  records  which  provide  a 
Virginia  precede— and,  moreover, 
one  with  a  "fortune"  angle  in  it— 
to  the  life  of  "Honest  Abe." 

These  records  go  back  to  the  1700's 
when  John  Lincoln— later  known  as 
"Virginia"  John— moved  from  Berks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  to  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley  and  built  the  first 
unit  of  the  farmhouse  in  which  the 
President's  father  was  born.  The 
fortune  of  the  family  grew  and  Abra- 
ham, grandfather  of  the  Great 
Emancipator,  received  210  acres  from 
his  father,  "Virginia  John." 
GRANDFATHER  WEALTHY 

A  man  of  affluence,  ambitious, 
prosperous,  Abraham  married  a  Vir- 
ginia girl,  and  settled  down  to  in- 
crease his  property,  until  his  hold- 
ings included  720  of  the  most  fertile 
acres  in  the  valley.  Within  the  hos- 
pitable walls  of  his  home  there  ap- 
peared as  frequent  visitors  many  of 
the  men  whose  names  were  later  to 
be  glowingly  recorded  in  the  history 
of  the  growing  nation. 

One  of  the  most  welcome  visitors 
there  was  Daniel  Boone  who  told 
wonderful  tales  of  Kentucky,  which 
he  had  attempted  to  colonize.  In  1781 
Abraham  sold  some  of  hLs  land  hold- 
ings for  5000  pounds,  Virginia  money 
the  official  records  show,  to  follow 
the  Boone  trail  to  Kentucky.  Thomas 
and  three  other  sons  went  with 
him.  Only  Son  Jacob  remained  be- 
hind. 

The  Lincolns  became  people  oi 
wealth  even  in  the  little  known  land 
of  Kentucky,  according  to  Dr.  Louis 
A  Warren  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  an 
official  of  the  Lincoln  National  Lite 
Foundation.  In  a  lecture  recently 
in  the  old  Virginia  homestead,  he 
told  a  large  group  of  relatives  of 
the  Lincoln  family  that  the  Pres- 
ident's pioneering  grandfather,  with 
the  money  derived  from  his  Vir- 
ginia land,  had  established  himself 
at  Long  Run,  near  Louisville,  on  a 
5000-acre  plantation  and  that  he 
was  one  of  the  largest  land-owners 
of  that  region. 


MISFORTUNE  BEGINS 

It  was  not  until  after  the  elder 
Abraham  has  been  slain  by  a  ma- 
rauding Indian  who  attempted  to 
steal  the  youthful  Thomas  that  mis- 
fortune befell  the  family  of  the  man 
who  was  later  to  sit  in  the  Presi- 
dent's chair. 

Brother  Mordecai,  with  a  musket 
shot  from  a  great  distance,  killed  the 
Indian  with  a  bullet  that  slivered  a 
silver  ornament  hung  from  the 
brave's  neck,  as  the  frightened 
Thomas  looked  on.  The  incident  led 
to  the  organization  of  Kentucky's 
first  militia.  But,  while  they  served 
to  prevent  frequent  recurrences  of 
the  slaughter  of  white  people  by  the 
Indians,  they  did  not  protect  Grand- 
father Abe's  widow  from  the  swind- 
lers and  land  grabbers  who,  Dr.  War- 
ren said,  succeeded  in  depleting  the 
Lincoln  family's  fortune  until  there 
was  little  left  of  it. 

Thomas  grew  up  into  a  restless, 
roving  young  man.  He  tried  carpen 
try,  farming,  and  changed  his  oc 
cupation  time  and  time  again  be- 
fore marrying  and  "settling  down" 
for  a  brief  time  in  the  Harlan  county 
log  cabin  where  "Honest  Abe"  was 
born. 

HAD  "GREAT  COAT" 

Nevertheless  the  Kentucky  annals 
have  produced  evidence  that  in  later 
years  Thomas  Lincoln  became  a 
prosperous  man.  He  frequently  loan 
ed  out  sizeable  sums  of  money  at  in 
terest.  Even  for  his  wedding  to  Nancy 
Hanks,  he  purchased  one  of  the  few 
known  "great  coats"  of  the  country 
and  otherwise  spent  more  for  wed 
ding  toggery  than  was  commonly  ex 
per.ded. 

Several  direct  descendents  of  Vir- 
ginia John  Lincoln  are  still  resi 
dent  on  parts  of  the  original  Vlr 
ginia  land  of  the  family.  They  in 
elude  J.  N.  Swank  and  Miss  Kate 
Pennybacker.  The  Lincoln  burying 
ground,  where  are  buried  many  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  including  the  ■ 
founder  of  the  Virginia  branch,  is 
located  in  the  centre  of  a  section 

of  the  original  farm  which  is  now 
owned  by  Miss  Pennybacker.  A  few 
years  ago  she  enclosed  the  cemetery 
"plot  within  a  decorative  iron  fence. 

It  was  one  of  Miss  Pennybacker's 
forebears,  Mary  Lee  Pennybacker, 
who  erected  a  stone  in  the  family 
burial  plot  to  mark  the  graves  of 
Uncle  Ned  and  his  wife  Queen,  the 
last  of  the  Lincoln  slaves. 
BECOMING  A  SHRINE 

The  burying  ground  has  become 
something  of  a  shrine  since  it  be- 
came known  that  many  of  the  Great 
Emancipator's  ancestors  are  buried 
there  Farmer  Renalds  does  the  best 
he  can,  along  with  his  farm  chores, 


to  keep  the  plot  presentable  but  more 
often  than  not  it  is  overgrown  with 
weeds.  A  visit  to  the  cemetery  ne- 
cessitates a  walk  of  several  hundred 
feet  across  open  farm  land. 

The  present  homestead,  which  is 
beautifully  preserved  by  its  present 
owner,  embodies  the  home-making 
instincts  of  two  generations  of  the 
family.  The  part  built  by  John  Lin-  i 
coin  is  now  the  rear  section  of  the 
house.  The  front  part  was  added  by 
his  son  Jacob  shortly  before  1800. 
Nearby  are  the  ruins  of  the  old  Lin- 
ville  Baptist  Church,  centre  of  the 
religious  activities  of  the  region  in 
Colonial  days.  The  foundations  mark 
ihe  original  site  of  the  place  of  wor- 
ship on  a  section  that  was  originally 
a  part  of  the  Lincoln  holdings. 

Young  Renalds  and  his  charming 
Virginia  wife  grfcet  thousands  of  vis- 
itors to  the  homestead  every  year 
and  the  old  farmhouse  is  becoming 
one  of  the  major  attractions  for 
the  thousands  of  tourists  who  pass 
through  the  Valley  of  Virginia  in 
steadily  increasing  numbers. 

Renalds  is  hopeful  that  Virginia 
of  today,  forgetting  the  hatreds  of 
the  Civil  War  days,  will  soon  move 
to  establish  the  Lincoln  acres  as 
a  national  shrine  and  give  care  to 
the  burying  ground  where  are  en- 
tombed many  of  the  martyred  Presi- 
dent's ancestors.  The  place  is  easily 
accessible  to  tourists. 


_  /  '> 
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lome  of  Lincoln's  Southern  Forbearers 

.cot  H 


1527  Virginia  Park  , 
Detroit  ,  Michigan. 
March  10,  1939. 


Mr.  M.  A.  Cook,  Librarian, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne  ,  Indiana. 

Dear  Mr.  Cook: 

I  h>ve  your  letter  of  February  8th  -d  Bulletin  1.^1^  ^ 
Lincoln  Kinsman,  sent  me  at  the  suggestion  01  «<* 

I  rote  Mr.  Starr  mentioned  to  you  my  remarks  ^■^^n^Sk. 
in  the  John  Rimel-Rebecca  Lincoln  lineage  in  the  waiao  Lin 

John  Rimel-     died  before  2/11/1828  ,  Greene  Co^  '^Rebecca^F  lower  Morris 
Rebecca  Lincoln-  youngest  child  of  J ohn,^c°i?  *  9/18/1840  Greene  Co.  , 
born  4/18/1767  Rockingham  Co.  ,  Va.  ,  died      ™*      it5/ xo 
Tenn.-  married  4/26/1786  Rockingham  Co      Virginia.  (men 
Their  children  -  bom  i^^reene  Co   ,  len r-         Bi  d  &  Seth  B abb  , Bonds 

SfiS° —iWwasKon  Co.) 
iillL.  in. 4/50/1816  Jacob  Seaton 

itiS-  m.9/9/1819  Kezia  WlllulM 

m      when?         Jacob  Miller 
Z  10/17/1835  Christina  Willhoite 
John-  m. 7/27/1835  Sally  Williamson 

Dorcas-  m. 7/27/1825  John  Williamson 

George-  m.    when?  whom? 

This  list  is  made  up  from  Rebecca  Lincoln g»Vn  ^Ire^lly" 

ffi^'Jrri^*5a"SiS^Si  Belief  wire  ,  and  Jacob  Cod. 
I  think  John  Good,  Betsy  (Good)  Fellers    Delilah  Bailey,  afjJacob 
Good  must  be  grandchildren .    I  ©/x/xsfl .    I  also  found. a 

Fellers  &  Betsy  Good  in  Greene  Co.  as  o.  a  for  Jacob  Good  in 

carriage  record  for  John  Good  in  Greene  Co^  a         marriage  record 

but  could  not  locate  this. 

^l^ArieW  iec^ra-r  II  the  (ime  of  the 
death  of  Rebecca  Lincoln  Rimel. 

waldo  Lincoln  included  Abraham  and  Ellas  Rimel  ae  ohildr ^ofjo^ 
Rimel  &  Rebecca  Lincoln  ,  but  *%™tDname  from  the  marriage 

name.    He  seems  to  have  taken  all  of  th at  n am  ^ 
records,  as  for  example  -  he  states  °»  Pa#"  ~      Vr>  Bird. 
married  1st  on  9/25/1822  Samuel  Bwatzel  ,  later  a  -  r. 


I  kr.ow  positively  this  is  untrue,  for  Polly  Rimel  and  John  Bird,  Jr. 
are  my  g. g. grandparents  ,  and  their  marriage  bond  is  filed  in  the 
Courthouse  at  Greeneville  ,  Tennessee.    Polly  Rimel  was  married  only 
once,  and  John  Bird,  Jr.  was  the  father  of  her  fourteen  children. 

There  were  other  Rimel  families,  contemporary  with  John  Rimel,  in 
both  Greene  and  Washington  Counties,  and  one  of  them  did  marry  a 
Swatzei  -  another  Polly  Rimel,  but  not  the  daughter  of  John  niml . 
Waldo  Lincoln  must  have  missed  the  marriage  bond  of  John  Bird  & 
Polly  Rimel,  in  listing  them.     I  am  very  sorry  this  error  was  made 
in  the  Waldo  Lincoln  book. 

I  note  my  John  Rimel-Rebeoca  Lincoln  included  in  your  fifth  generation 
of  the  Colonial  Lincolns  ,  and  also  note  that  only  the  male  lines  are 
continued.    Do  you  not  intend  to  carry  through  on  the  female  lines? 

I  am  much  interested  in  data  relating  to  John  Lincoln  1716-1788, 
No.adaa  on  your  chart.    "Any  information  you  could  pass  on  to  me 
would  be  greatly  appreciated,  especially  that  relating  to  any  oivii 
Service  rendered,  the  furnishing  of  supplies  or  money  for  the 
Continental  troops,  the  signing  of  an  Oath  of  Allegiance  or  anything 
which  would  prove  he  was  a  loyal  patriot  during  the  Revolutionary 
War  period.      Have  you  any  such  data? 

I  would  be  glad  to  have  your  comments  on  the  various  points  brought 
out  in  this  letter,  and  thanking  you  for  the  Bulletin  sent  me,  oeg 
to  remain 

Very  truly  yours , 


February  19,  19-iO 


Dr.  Jenning  8«  Lincoln 
140  v/at chine  Ave. 
Monte  lair,  He?;  Jorsey 

Dear  Dr.  L'.ncoln: 

Upon  a  recent  visit  to  Montclair  I 
learned  that  you  are  in  possession  of  a  letter 
written  by  Abraliam  Lincoln  to  one  of  your  rela- 
tives. 

I  wonder  if  you  would  be  willing  to 
send  bis  a  copy  of  the  letter  as  wo  are  anxious 
to  note  any  correspondence  which  Lincoln  may 
hove  had  with  reference  to  his  family. 

Sincerely  yours, 


LA":v/ee  Director 
Lincoln  National  life  Foundation 


THE  LAWRENCE VILLE  SCHOOL 
LA  WHENCE  V  ILI,E ,  NEW  JERSEY 


Department  of  Guidance 


February  29,  1940 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


My  dear  Mr.  Warren: 


I  am  very  glad  to  enclose  copies 
of  the  Lincoln  letters  which  are  my  personal 
property.     I  happen  to  have  photostatic  negatives 
of  these  letters,  3x5  in  size.     I  should  be  glad 
to  lend  you  these  negatives  in  case  you  wish  to 
have  enlarged  reproductions  made. 

Sincerely  yours, 


ALL: GIG 
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March  11,  l$bO 


Dr.  Jennings  J.  Lincoln 
1$0  Watching  At®. 
Montolair,  lew  Jersey 

My  dear  Dr.  Lincoln: 

Back  from  an  extended  speaking  Itinerary  I  find 
your  letter  of  February  29  vlth  the  enclosure  containing 
copies  of  your  letters  from  Abraham  Lincoln  to  David  Lincoln* 

We  would  "be  very  pleased  indeed  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  make  copies  from  the  negatives  If  you 
would  be  willing  to  forward  them  and,  of  course,  ve  would 
be  glad  to  take  care  of  any  expense  Involved. 

We  are  quite  familiar  with  the  contents  of  the 
letters  &s  they  are  two  of  the  very  fine  family  Inquiries 
which  Lincoln  is  known  tohave  written  but  we  do  not  recall 
ever  having  seen  them  in  facsimile. 

We  will  be  pleased  Indeed  to  send  you  a  subsequent 
issue  of  "The  Lincoln  Kinsman*  in  which  these  two  letters 
are  to  appear  along  with  other  letters  written  to  Lincoln 
kinsman. 

Very  truly  yours, 


UW:HT 

L.  A.  Warren 


Director 


Mr.  David  Lincoln 


ton,  March  24th  1848 


Dear  Sir: 


me  your  name  and^ddrlssl  Inf  Vmf  f^hef  ''Lowell  has  given 

whence  his  father,  Abraham  wAooln  £  !&J  b°rn  in  R<**ingmim,  from 

1782,  I  have  conoiudSlTa^s  you  tf  ^o'ertaif  ^  ^  y8ar 
the  same  family  -  T  shall  i™*     , ascertain  whether  we  are  not  of 

you,  in  any  way,  know  SttSnTSf  ^»V^7°U  WU1  Write  me'  whet^ 
to  him,   and  so  on  -  Ti  ™ 7        g      ,    7  £randfather,  what  relation  you  are 

they  settled  L  Vi^a,'  tracS,  ?hlm  ha'  k*  7°7  ^  **™>  ^en 

extends  -  '     ^  nia'  zraGlm  them  hack  as  far  as  your  knowledge 


Very  respectfully 
A,  Lincoln 


Washington,  April  2nd  1848 


Dear  Sir 
letter  o 


 ^^l/^T^f^  ?7  -ceiving  «*  —ding  your 

uncle  Abraham,  and  my  grandfather  was  th«  ^  d°Ubt  that  ^our 

in  Washington  county!  Kentucky     i^Z?  J        ^  m&n  "  His  fami1^  did  reside 
2  -    The  oldest  sonf  unc?e  Mo?decaf  S&7  7°U  •f°Und  thera  in  1801  °r 

Kentucky  to  Hancock' county,  TlTiTols    wSere    wiLf^8  *g0'  rGm°Ved  from 
he  died,  and  where  his  su^kving  ehfidren  now  ^  °T  two  afte^rd, 

now  are  Abraham  and  Mordecai;  and  their  Po"?!of      P"-Hl?TtW°  S°?S  there 
Josiah,  farther  back  than  m  recol   e     L    !  6  18    La  HarP""  Uncle 

in  Indiana  -  I  haye  not  Lard  from  hi™  ?n' o  Kentucky  to  Blue  Riyer 

he  is  still  living  i  cannot  II      ,5!  lr\  ?  gf?at  man7  years>  and  whether 
that  he  has  several  dau^?ers  5i recollection  of  what  I  have  heard  is, 

is  Corydon,  Harrison  CouSt'  lSSLSa  I  ^  ^  "  Th*±T  ^st-office 

in  the  V^Tearo/Sr^e1!  Ss^o^fic^rS3  fT*  ^ 
I  am  his  only  child  -  T  am  now  in  nZlntl  Charleston,  Coles  Co.  Ill  - 

Sangamon  county,   Illinois^  ThlT  ±7  t^Ji^  '  1  liVe  in  Springfield, 

in  the  West  -  ^o±s      This  is  the  outline  of  my  grandfather's  family 

Isaac  lacobf  Sh^anf  T^T^fs^^t^  ^father  had  four  brothers, 
I  am  quite  sure  that  Isaac  resided  of  w k™  any  °f  thera  alive? 
join;  and  that  he  has  been  t  ,  T ;  f        a  P°int  where  Tennessee 

Abo„t  ^t^ffL^s^ssr  ?;c^Lt^^^T%aw^hVior•nf ; * 

San  y^hSfa?ner%family  <~  ~  *  »«™  £  M^X^B 

hear  frofyou  agalT-^  SsteTfwfl  ?°  7??'  1  Sha11  be  muoh  Plea3^  *° 
bring  me  near  you  -  T  shall  °al1  0n  you'   should  anything  ever 

ar  you      I  shall  glVe  yourrespects  to  Gov-  McDowell,  as  you  desire- 

Very  truly  yours  - 
A,  Lincoln 


'1     -  ^U<4  £9-/fS3j 


June  11,  19te 


Laths  Jeynss 

1903  East  North  St. 

Victoria ,  Tax. 

My  clear  Ma  data: 

I  regret  exceedingly  ve  cannot  be  of  service  to  you 
In  appraising  the  Lincoln  letter   In  your  possession   but  we 
are  absolutely  forbidden  to  make  any  appraisal  In  this 
Foundation.    Possibly  you  could  learn  from  some  autograph  dealer 
what  it  Bight  be  worth. 

If  you  will  let  us  know  the  highest  price  you  have 
been  offered  for  It,  we  will  advise  you  whether  or  not  we  would 
care  to  acquire  it. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Director 


\ 


September  lS,  19^2 


Virginia  L.  0wink 

China  Grove,  Borth  Carolina 

Hjt  dear  Madaai 

We  Have  bean  advi«ed  by  Uaher  L« 
that  you  have  three  Lincoln  nanuaeript  ^»  f 
to  thi  Lincoln  family  that  are  t or j»le.   Will  you 

pScT^wa  .eparately  and  the  three  aa  a  group, 

Tory  truly  youra, 


LaA*ttarre& 


Jttreotor 


UN  COIN 


hooks  m  Bhsamrma  m  johk  likcolm 

John  Lincoln,  great  uncle  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  ;.™  *n 
land,  and  during  the  American  Revolution  was  t^Ttnn 
as  one  of  hie  cidef  mirveyore.    He  me  co^inSi™e^ 

a  survey  of  the  ocean  route  via  Greenland  in  SS^tT^^S^t^JSfw 
a  safe  ro  te  for  the  shlpoant  of  goods  from  1*mZ.     publish,  ii  possible, 

Lewis  ^  52f  to  tha 

*as    uried  at  ^banon/ohio,       ^  ^  °hi°  an  n°W  *******  * 

J*?5  left  a  note  60011  ^  ^ie  own  iiandwritinp  sfticb  is  in  a« 
unpublished  text  on  surveying.    This  book  is  a^nTloUo  in         a^d  if 
done  in  beauUful  penmanship  and  with  such  exactness  S  £  Srorfa  ear 
It  is  as  legible  as  any  penmanship  book  can  be  uZZ  X      °  3 oar* 

calf  withoat  boards  and  CT?lSf^  ***  18  COVOrod  111  fuU 

Isaac  Lincoln,  son  of  John  IJjicoln,  lived  with  hi*  f a***.  r«„l. 

possible  neater  of  ^ords  and  no  ™rd  tVLSttat  ?!  !£  J^,*"  S JeB3t 
the  meaning.  This  book  is  si-ilar  in ^ttaTLf^iLSttf^S1^  *° 
Lincoln  book.    It  beers  the  tote  1810.  «x*on»ation  to  the  John 

in  thoee  day*  in  the  school,  ofthe  eo£Sy!   8tatenent  of  P">blens  used 

acquire  iXE'S  S^^Sl^Sq^*  «* 
M,  natural*  throu  h  a  long  Z^^S^S^^**  to 

these  books  „ey  SSOTir"2SSSS;  toTtr.lnt0re8ted  *" 


BSHKR  U  ORDICI 
CHELTENHAM,  WARYL  ND 


,0 


September  2**,  191*2 


Virginia  L.  By  Ink 
China  Oroye,  If.C. 

My  deer  Madam! 


^-      T.     P8**  ?ou  for  your  letter  with  reference  to  your 
toe*  Lincoln  hooks  but  I  regret  to  adviee  you  that  ve  are 
not  allowed  to  appreiee  Lincoln  tteae  heref    If  yo,  vill\ell 
w  now  ^  you  .ant  for  them  we  .ill  let  you  Lowhethe^ 
or  not  V9  care  to  acquire  them. 


Very  truly  yours, 


IAW:EB 


Director 


April  3,  19*7 


8*9.  V.H.  Garrets  on 
1212  Gilbert  Street 
Beaumont,  Texas 

Dear  Mrs.  Garrets  on: 

I  suggested  during  our  conversation  at  Beeuaont  tnat 
I  vould  try  and  find  out  vhat  had  becosse  of  tbe  Jeese  Lincoln 
letter,    mm  last  reference  T  find  to  it  suggests  it  was  preserved 
in  the  Lincoln  family  of  Chattanooga."  Aether  or  not  this  nay 
help  you,  I  do  not  mmm9  but  I  era  sealing  it  far  iftat  it  is  worth. 

Very  truly  yours, 


EJSftSB 


director 


9nm  Wank  nntt  fct  Vompmy, 


ORGANIZED  IN  190 


CAPITAL  &  SURPLUS  $100,000.00 


BEREA  BANK  BUILDING 


Jki, 


arch  25,  1948 


SAFETY  VAULT 


Dp.  Louis  a.  Warren, 
fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

D ear  Dr.  Warren: 

Thanks  for  thp 
*V  letter  of  January  20th  Ju^t  received  answering 

John  Dean  was  a  brother      \  relationship  said 

and  narried  a  We.    They 'kSL°™^  ^^nt's  father, 

the  sister  of  Sarah,  2    e      "  T  ^  °'  ^  Lln°°ln 
in  1792.  settled  m  Fayette  County,  Ky. 

»rote  you  ^"see^f^he^oulXf^  ln,  harrodsburg  when  I 
-Mtory.    she  called  John  w    „  \     *  "7ald0  L1™°In      °  1 

-Virginia  that  ^«ir^r 

the  win  and  other  n«n«r>o  62  but  a  °°Py  of 

-  a  suit  betweert£Pheirr^  ^ /ugustfoounty 
have  a  receipt  signed  by  John  Dean  for  *****     ^  6Ve" 
due  barah  Lincoln.  r  money  that  was 

Thanking  you  again  for  ycur  helD  in 

*        ^eip  in  the  matter, 


Sincerely  yourf; 


I 


C.  WILLIAM  FRANK 


Real  Estate  Broker 

306  First  National  Bank  Building 
Harrisonburg,  Va. 


February  19,  1955. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 
Lincoln  Nat'l  Life  Ins.  Co, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  "Warren: 

Our  community  is  hopeful  that  someone  will  buy  this, 
furnish  it  in  keeping  with  times  in  which  the  Lincoln's 
occupied  it,  and  "open"  it  to  the  public.    The  house  is  in 
good  state  of  preservation  inside  and  out.    It  is  of  great 
historic  interest. 

The  price  of  24.8  acres  and  all  buildings  is  *62,000. 
That  is  $250  per  acre.    If  interested  only  in  dwelling  and 
about  10  acres  (to  include  cemetery),  I  can  easily  sell  land. 
There  are  three  (3)  permanent  springs  over  the  farm,  and  it 
is  really  good  pasture. 


CVFtJAMcD. 


February  24,  1955 


Hr»  C«  Williaaa  teak 

306  First  National  Bank  Building 

Harrisonburg,  Virginia 

Bear  Mr.  Jraakt 

X  wish  to  acknowledge  your  recent  latter  with  Its 
enclosures  addressed  to  Dr.  Warren  relative  to  the  Liner in  Homestead 
en  MariHe  Creek,  near  Most*  Virginia.    As  Or.  Warrea  i»  eat  of 
the  office  on  his  animal  speaking  Itinerary  at  the  present  ti»e» 
I  will  bring  your  letter  to  his  attention  upon  his  return. 

Sincerely  yours. 


•>  v.e  w       \*8P£in£a  JfcaM? »  #fi( 
Margaret  Koellering 
Seeretary  to  23r.  Warren 


March  22,  1955 


Mr,  C  William  Prank 

306  First  National  Bank  Building 

Harrisonburg ,  Va. 

My  dear  Mr.  Franki 

It  was  very  thoughtful  of  you  indeed  to  let  us  know 
about  the  availability  of  the  Lincoln  farm  at  Linville  Creek 
once  occupied  by  the  Lincolns. 

Once  before  I  took  up  with  our  Investment  Department 
the  ad  disability  of  purchasing  a  Lincoln  site,  the  home  where 
Mary  Todd  Lincoln  lived  in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  but  there  seewd 
to  be  a  negative  attitude  towards  such  an  acquisition  and  I  am 
sure  the  same  would  be  true  with  respect  to  the  Virginia  home. 

However,  as  opportunity  presents  itself  I  will  be 
^leased  to  call  attention  to  its  availability  and  trust  someone 
may  be  found  who  will  at  least  acquire  the  ten  acres,  the 
cemetery  and  the  house* 

Thanking  you  again  for  your  interest,  I  am 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAVtVMC 


Director 


THF  LINCOLN  HOMESTEAD 
8  miles  north  of  Harrisonburg  Virginia  on  route  A2 

t^t  of  Ateta.  the  f^K«d^sSt§"j™xiiei hlM'  1rudlns 

each  successive  herd  o^  the  Tln~nir»  frS  I  J  {    e-JVc.ro.    For  five  generations 
another,  and  died  in  ^'^1^^^^ ge°-  .  —led  in 

f„ww^  Born  Married  Died 

Jordecai  Massachusetts  New  Jersey  Pennsylveni- 

John  New  Jersey  Peiin^vltr-n^  ^ennsylvenie 

Abraham  Pemavlwn*P  Pennsylvania  Virginia 

Thomas  Pennsylvania  Virginia  Kentucky 

1  nomas  Virginia  '-Centnckv  -m  •  7 

Kentucky  £££  ^SSS  of  Col™*, 

count  p^^^fc^T^rinr- r  rrer  *- 

year  1768.    with  him  came  his  f-mliv    J!!  i  «         BocKin  ham  County  in  the 

ha.,  the  grandfather  of  ou^  preSdent.  3    ^  S0n8'  °ne  °f  «hOT  *»  Abre- 

»*  *5"JZ£  toSSJSrrig^f  Rockingham  County,  ,„d  lived  herein  until 

age.    The  grandfather  Saf^sMUed^ *gk™  In^T^  ^  *****  °f 
and  all  his  land,  which  was  said  to  l»«  w„  !  86,    Hc  dled  ""bout  a  will 

:«ordecai.    This  was  accordinglo  a  I^'StaSJ."""'  *  *•  eldest  son» 

«. ^e^^^s1^^  Cre*  in  Virginia, 

before  the  entire  house^c^ed*^*  tte'd^ffe       V  *  ^ 
his  sons,  captain  Jacob  Lincoln  built  the  front  wrtS  ?L  £     Llnooln.  <* 
to  live  here  and  after  his  death    in  la  To    I,      P       ?     he  house'    He  continued 
dent)  remained  here.    This  Abrch'n  It  d'in  S&'TS  H?"^  ("  C°USin  to  the  presi— 
Lincoln  lived  until  187/      .  fw         >    ^   fw4        hlS  Kldow»  known  63  "5™t  Polly" 
o-.«ed  it  for  more  than  lio  years  vSa^imS,         ***  ^  Lln°°ln  Vhioh  h^d 

Owners  since  that  time  htve  been  as  follows: 

1874  -  1919    _    ssnuel  Bowman 

1919  -  1930    -    «.  s.  Miller 

1930  -  1947    -    Henry  M.  Henkel  cnd  heirs. 

*>*X%  ofsitpi„  5  j«  - -  - 

Although  there  has  been  no  advertising       ™,kv  ** 
erty,  the  register  that  the  LnaSffaMlv  Lf Civen  to  this  historic  prop- 
erty, shovs  visitors  from  every  stetetn  fh        • Gpt  they  purchc  sed  the  P^ool 
bia,  Africa  and  Cuba.    1%  £  t    1  1           t™'  Canada,  British  Colum- 
shrine  ,nd  preserve  it  for  oosterUy?          pUr°h8Se  this  ?nd  *  museum  or 


VOL.  58.  NO.  106. 


Lincoln  Homestead  Offered  For  Sale 


A  ROCKINGHAM  LANDMARK,  the  old  Lincoln  Homestead  on  Linville  Creek  north  of  Edom  is 
being  offered  for  sale.  The  brick  house  contains  twelve  rooms  and  five  fire  places  and  has  been  visited 
by  thousands.  It  is  said  that  "Virginia  John'*  Lincoln,  great  grandfather  of  President  Abraham 
Lincoln  may  have  resided  in  the  bouse.  The  estate  includes  248  acres. 


LINCOLN  FARM 

FOR  SALE 
Pres.  Lincoln's  Forebearer's  Home 

248  acres  good  strong  land  on  Houte  42  near  Edom. 
Large  brick  house  with  lights,  water  in  kitchen,  drilled  well 
at  house.  3  permanent  springs  on  farm.  Pair  line  fence,  small 
tenant  house  with  lights.. 

Good  bank  bam  50'xlOO'  with  8-stall  dairy,  new  milk  house. 

This  is  considered  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Linville  Creek 
section. 

Price  $250.00  per  acre.  Can  be  financed.  Reasonable  pos- 
session. 

NOTE:  Will  consider  selling  dwelling  and  10  acres  (which  in- 
cludes cemetery)  separately  from  balance  of  farm.  2-19-24C 

C.  Wm.  Frank  S£  Robt.  L.  Frank 


Lincoln  Home  In 
County  For  Sale 

Ancestral  Homeplace 
On  Linville  Creek 
Historic  Landmark 

The  Lincoln  home,  said  to  have 
been  started  by  "Virginia  John" 
Lincoln,  the  great  grandfather  of 
President  Lincoln,  has  been  of- 
fered for  sale.  Realtor  William 
Prank  said  yesterday.  He  said 
the  property  was  not  listed  with 
him  until  Thursday. 

The  property  contains  248 
acres. 

John  Lincoln  made  place  for 
the  home  and  built  the  rear  of 
the  house,  according  to  some 
historians.  He  came  to  Virginia 
from  Berks   county.   Pa.,  and 

then  a  very  small  boy.  The 
frlndfather.  Abraham,  was  tatt- 

of  land 

17The  Lincoln  ancestral  home  in 
Rockingham  was  competed  by 
Capt    Jacob  Lincoln  after  the 
Seathof  his  father.  There  are  12 
rooms  in  the  brick  house  and 
five  fire  places.  It  long  has  been 
an  object  of  historical  Interest 
in  Rockingham. 
,  ,    After  the  death  of  Jacob  Lm- 
it,  coin  in  1822.  his  son  Abraham,  a 
is-  cousin  of  the  President,  remained 
ng  at  the  home.  This  Abraham  Lin- 
iat  com  died  in  1854  and  his  widow, 

My     (Continue<LQn-P*ge  »•  O*-  8) 

ins  

—       j  "  page  O0*>' 

10°  yeaI!'  since  then  WJ.  v,.  s. 
C-vroers  !Snan  181*"191?;  Ben- 

'  B-**35S&  %  and 

,  filler ,  W  «     ^30-lS*1-  »  .  ttt0 

1  M«-  ^aL„  home  »  1»»  g  [m. 

came  *  p  ,5  aCres  °y?;rg.  Ren- 

|Twy  ?^and  «r-  and  of  v  slt«» 
Lincoln  lana  of  v> 


ft.  Petersburg  Tires,  Florida 

February  1°.  l'}5$ 


On  this  148th  anniversary  of  the  birthday  of  our  16th  presi- 
dent, t<he  name  "Lincoln"  probably  Will  be  spoken  more  often 
in  a  cozy  home  on  Ninth  Avenue  Nerth  than  anywhere  else 
in  St.  Petersburg.     , . 

For  here  with  hef  husband,  a  retired  Methodist  minister, 
lives  Mrs.  W.  T.  Walters  who  has  been  a  lifelong  friend  of 
members  of  the  Lincoln  family,  and  whose  most  treasured 
■possession  is  a  very  old  (about  100  years)  sepia  photograph 
of  a  fine  portrait  of  "Honest  Abe." 
The   Richards   family,  into 


which  Mrs,  Walters  was  born, 
is  steeped  sin  the  traditions  of 
historic  Virginia,  being  truly 
ohe  of  the  "FFV's"  (First  Fam- 
iles  of  Virginia), 
i  The  first  of  the  Richards  to 
settle  in  the  Old  Dominion 
State  was  John  who  in  1735 
"headed  the  second  emigration 
from  Devonshire,  England  to 
Virginia."  The  family  later  be- 
came identified  with  Winches- 
ter Va.,  where  Mrs.  Walters' 
grandfather,  James  Richards, 
built  the  town's  first  brick 
house  which  still  stands.  The 
names  of  the  original  owner  and 
his  wife  still  may  be  seen  on 
the  glass  of  the  front  door 
where  they  were  scratched  by 
Mrs.  Richards  with  her  engage- 
ment diamond  when  she  came 
there  as  a  bride. 

A.  B.  Richards,  son  of  James 
and  father  of  Mrs.  Walters, 
was  one  of  the  first  commer- 
cial apple  growers  of  the  Win- 
chester, Va.  area.  Among  his 
six  sons  are:  Nelson  F.  Rich- 
ards, instrumental  in  starting 
the  now-famous  Winchester  Ap- 
ple Festival;  Boyd  R.  Richards, 
a  Virginia  state  senator  for  sev- 
eral terms  and  now  a  resident 
of  Melbourne,  Fla.;  Roy  W. 
Richards,  an  aviation  associate 
of  Charles  A.  Lindbergh;  and 
L.  Adolph  Richards  of  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  a  noted  historian. 
\*  V 

MRS.  WALTERS  dates  her 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
Lincoln  family  ^back  to  girl- 
hood, when  one  of  her  great 
friends  was  Dr.  Liggett  Lincoln 
of  New  York.  Liggett  Lincoln 
is  the  son  of  the  late\Dr.  J.  E. 
Lincoln  of  Lacy  Springs,  Va., 
which  is  near  the  birthplace  of 
Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of 
"Abe"  and  his  older  sjster 
Sarah.  y 

Followihg  their  marriage,  the 
Walters  became  well-acquaint- 
ed with  the  elder  Dr.  Lincoln, 
his  brother  Sam  and  their  fam- 
ilies, who  attended  a  Lacy 
Springs  church  Served  by  Dr. 
Walters,  5' 

As  interested  in  Lincoln  lore 
as  L.  Adolph  Richards  who  has 
written  many  articles  on  the 
family.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Walters 
take  pride  in  the  comparative- 
ly recent  discovery  that  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  associated 
with  the  Methodist  Church.  (Dr. 
Walters  was  20  years  pastor  of 
Methodist  churches  in  Florida, 
and  immediately  prior  to  re- 
tirement served  in"  Montverde, 
Fla.) 


Some  six  or  seven  years 
ago,  they  related,  the  following 
certificate  was  published  in  a 
Richmond,  Va.  '  Methodist 
church  bulletin: 
V 

"THIS  CERTIFIES  that 
Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States  ...  is  consti- 
tuted a  Life  Director  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by 
the  payment  of  One  Hundred 
and  Fifty  Dollars."  (Signed) 
E.  S.  James,  president;  David 
Terry,  secretary. 

According  to  Mrs.  Walters, 
until  the  discovery  of  the  cer- 
tificate, all  Lincoln  biograph- 
ers agreed  "the  President  had 
never  joined  a  church."  The 
certificate  was  discovered  by 
biographer  William  H.  Town- 
send. 

Mrs.  Walters  is  proud  of  the 
fact  that  her  brother  Adolph, 
who  is  publisher  of  the  book- 
lets known  as  "Illustrated  His- 
torical Articles,"  has  included 
in  his  writings  "many  little- 
known  facts." 

In  the  Winchester  Evening 
Star,  June  21,  1958,  he  stated: 
"Very  little  history  has  been 


written  about  this  wonderful 
mountain,  girl  X Abe's  mother, 
Nancy  Hanks,  llorn  in  the  West 
Virginia  Mountains)  but  we  can 
read  what  her  famous  son 
Abraham  has  said  about 
her . . . 

\*  v*  V 

"NANCY  HANKS  was  a  re- 
ligious girl  and  respected  the 
Word  of  God.  She  encouraged 
her  son  to  get  an  education 
even  if  he  did  have  to  use  char- 
coal for  a  pencil  and  the  back 
of  a  coal  shovel  on  which  to  do 
his  ciphering  .  .  . 

"When  Abraham  (born  Feb. 
12,  1809  in  a  log  cabin  on 
Nolin  Creek  near  Hodgesville, 
Ky.)  was  only  five  years  old  the 
Lincolns  pulled  up  stakes  and 
left  this  barren  soil  and  set  out 
for  Indiana,  where  they  settled 
in  a  rich  and  fertile  forest 
near  Little  Pigeon  Creek,  a 
mile  and  a  half  east  of  Gentry- 
ville  ...  Twenty  years  later 
Abe  Lincoln  composed  a  poem 
descririg  this  location.  It 
reads  as  follows: 

"When  first  my  father  set- 
tled here, 
'Twas    then   the  frontier 
line; 

The  panther's  scream  filled 

the  night  with  fear 
And  bears  preyed  on  the 

swine." 

L.  Adolph  Richards  conclud- 
ed this  article: 

"The  unbroken  line  of  this 
Lincoln  family  can  be  traced 
back  through  Virginia,  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  Jersey  to  Sam- 
uel Lincoln  who  emigrated  to 
Hingham,  Mass.,  in  1637,  but 
beyond  that  the  lineage  cannot 
be  traced."  \ 


By  NANpy  OSGOOD 


UIl  uuu 


I, 


"a 


Conpressionul  Record 


which  county  Rockingham  was  detached 
and  organized  In  1777. 

"Prior  to  this  date— 1777— all  transfers 
or  real  estate  in  the  county  now  comprising 
Rockingham  County  were  recorded  In  the 
clerk's  office  of  Augusta  County  at  Staunton, 
the  county  seat.  The  records  of  this  office 
disclose  the  fact  that  on  the  16th  day  of 
of  VIRGINIA  August  1768  there  was  recorded  a  deed  from 

tii<»  iiph-<;  nf  Robert  MoKay  to  John  Lincoln 
IN  THE  SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES   ^^^^  ^1  otYoO  acres  situate  on 


The  Lincoln  Family  in  Virginia 

EXTENSION  OF  REMARKS 

OF 

HON.  HARRY  FLOOD  BYRD 


wu'i  »  «-j  »»»D  

LinvlU's  Creek  in  the  county  of  Augusta, 
now  In  the  county  of  Rockingham. 

"This  tract  of  600  acres  was  a  portion  of 
1  asK  Ullilllimuua  cunsan  iu  navL-  [jiiu»v,u  a  very  extensive  body  of  land  patented  to 
in  the  Appendix  of  the  RECORD  an  ex-  McKay  and  others  as  early  as  1739,  and  war- 
_,«»>,«,  h-.,  inhn  T1  Wor-ris    j.„kficc  vacrnrriprt  then,  as  It  unauestion 


Monday.  February  22,  1960 
Mr  BYRD  of  Virginia.   Mr.  President. 
I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  have  printed 


Cellent  article  writen  bv  John  T.  Harris,  doubtless  regarded  then,  as  It  unquestion- 
Jr.,  of  Harrisonburg  in  March  1887,  with  ably  is  now,  as  among  ot 
respect  to  the  history  of  the  Lincoln  ^n^rtde  — ^v,r. 
family  in  Virginia.  ,  la  b    Jonn  Lincoln,  it  may  certainly  be 

I  feel  this  is  of  interest,  particularly  °  ded  as  settled  that  he— the  great-grand- 
at  this  time  when  we  have  only  recently  fatner  of  the  president— located  in  what  now 
observed  the  birthday  of  Abraham  constitutes  Rockingham  County.  Va.,  as 
Lincoln.  early  as  1768. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  article     -Messrs.  Nicolay  and  Hay  intimate  in  the 

™» «*-  i  te  »™<* «»  *™»'  ^X^*'ZF2&P?£ 

as  follows:  tannica,'  that  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob,  Thom- 
The  Lincoln  Family  in  Virginia  as_  and  j0hn,  sons  of  John  Lincoln,  were  born 
Adversity  has  its  compensations.   The  Su-  in'  Virginia.    Unless  it  can  be  shown  that 
preme  Court  decision  of  1954  did  more  than  Jonn  Lincoln  located  in  Virginia  a  consid- 
disrupt  interracial  evolution  in  the  South.  erable  time  prior  to  the  year  1768,  it  may 
It  awakened  thoughtful  Americans  every-  ^  fairly  assumed  that  his  sons  Just  named 
where   to  a  gradual  realization   that   the  were  an  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  accom- 
Constitution  will  always  be  imperiled  by  well  panied  their  father  to  Virginia  upon  his  set- 
organized,  clamorous  balance-of-power  mi-  tlement  in  that  State.    This  idea  receives 
norities  able  to  convince  the  political  ap-  corroboration  from  certain  conveyances  to 
pointees  on  the  high  bench,  that  "the  end  his  sons  made  by  John  Lincoln, 
justifies  the  means"  even  when  those  means  "On  the  11th  of  August  1773  only  5  years 
violate  clearly  prescribed  restrictions  of  the  after  the  date  of  the  conveyance  from  the 
»t- 4-i  —  •„  v,.,^.-,  iam  n/foWc.c  ty->  .Tnhn  Lincoln,  he  with  his  wife, 


acknowledgment  of  Bersheba  Lincoln,  grand- 
mother of  Abraham  Lincoln,  that  she  had 
signed  the  said  deed  of  her  own  free  will, 
without  any  threats,  force,  or  compulsion  of 
her  said  husband,  was  complete,  and  with  it, 
doubtless,  passed  all  remaining  material 
interest  of  the  President's  grandparents  In 
Virginia. 

"Lincoln  himself  states  that  his  grand- 
father settled  in  Kentucky  about  1782,  and 
this  privy  examination  certainly  shows  that 
his  grandmother  was  still  in  Virginia  as  late 
as  September  24,  1781. 

"If  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  pioneer,  re- 
moved to  Kentucky  prior  to  this  date — Sep- 
tember 1781 — his  wife  did  not  accompany 
him.  and  it  may  be  reasonably  supposed,  con- 
sidering the  difficulties  and  dangers  attend- 
ing travel  at  that  time,  that  his  wife  and 
children  did  not  migrate  until  the  spring 
following." 

John  T.  Harris,  Jr. 

Harrisonburg,  Va.,  March  1887. 


Nation's  basic  law. 

Another  beneficial  effect  of  the  Warren 
Myrdal  decision  was  that  it  revived  interest 


McKays  to  John  Lincoln,  he  with  his  wife, 
•Rebekah  R.,'  transferred  to  their  son  Isaac 
215  acres  of  the  original  600-acre  tract,  and 


Myrdal  decision  was  mat,  u  reviveu  musico!,  ai5  acres  oi  me  oiigmai  uu^-^v-ic  u.^^v,   

in  our  history,  and— after  almost  a  century  on  the  17th  day  of  August  1773  they  also 
of  bitter  prejudice — reminded  Southerners  COnveyed  to  their  son  Abraham — the  grand- 
that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  not  a  malevolent  fa-  father  of  the  President — 210  acres  of  this 
natic,  determined  to  free  and  enfranchise  sarne  tract. 

the  largely  illiterate  Negro — but  was  con-  "At  what  time  did  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
cerned  basically  with  the  preservation  of  the  grandfather  of  the  President,  remove  from 
Union.  Virginia  to  Kentucky?    Messrs.  Nicolay  and 

Thanks  to  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  Hay  nx  the  date  as  1780.  The  date  of  the 
the  essentially  conservative  South  remained  land  warrants  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  4th 
as  a  check  against  the  Marxist  demagoguery  of  March  1780,  and  the  subsequent  entries 
of  the  North's  big  city  "liberals"  and  thereby  of  the  land  in  Kentucky  thereunder  certainly 
has  fortified  national  resistance  against  the  confirm  the  time  of  his  leaving  Virginia  as 
invasion  of  Soviet  ideology.  being  as  early  as  1780.  but  the  statement  by 

The  North  long  ago  recognized  the  heroic  Messrs.  Nicolay  and  Hay  'that  he  took  his 
stature  of  Robert  E.  Lee.  wife  and  five  children  with  him'  at  this  time 

The  South,  I  believe,  will  in  time  arrive  at  is  not  borne  out  by  record  evidence  in  Rock- 
a  less  distorted  image  of  the  Civil  War  Pres-  ingham  County. 

ident  born  151  years  ago  today.  "There  is  still  in  existence  the  original 

Quite  by  chance  I  came  upon  a  letter  (in  deed  from  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Bersheba, 
the  same  old  Century  magazine  of  March  njs  wjfe,  to  one  Michael  Shanks,  dated  the 
1887)  by  John  T.  Harris,  Jr.,  of  Harrisonburg,  18th  of  February  1780,  whereby,  'in  consid- 
delineating  the  prerevolulionary  Virginia  eration  of  the  sum  of  5,000  pounds  current 
background  of  the  Lincoln  family.  money  of  Virginia  in  hand  paid,'  they  granted 

The  following  excerpts  from  that  letter  and  conveyed  to  Shanks  a  tract  of  250  acres, 
may  prove  interesting  to  the  historically  consisting  of  the  200  acres  received  from 
minded:  John  Lincoln,  his  father,  and  another  tract 

"The  early  ancestors  oi  Lincoln  lived  in  of  aDOut  40  acres  obtained  from  one  Munsey. 
Berks  County,  Pa.,  and  moved  thence  to  "There  can  scarcely  be  any  reasonable 
Virginia.  doubt  that  this  was  the  sale  of  Abraham 

"The  records  belonging  to  the  Lincoln  Lincoln's  real  estate  preparatory  to  his  emi- 
family  during  their  residence  in  Rockingham  gration  to  Kentucky.  The  deed  was  recorded 
County,  Va.,  were  destroyed  by  the  Federal  on  june  17,  1780,  but  without  the  privy  ex- 
Army  during  the  Civil  War,  but  fortunately  animation  of  Bersheba,  his  wife,  attached  to 
there  are  yet  in  existence  certain  official  and  the  transfer.  Consequently,  in  order  to  rem- 
indisputably  authenticated  documents,  only  edy  this  defect  in  the  conveyance,  there  was 
discovered  upon  a  recent  search,  which  the  issued  on  September  8,  1781,  by  the  county 
torch  of  war  did  not  touch.  court  of  Rockingham,  a  commission  of  privy 

"In  the  year  1768  that  portion  of  the  examination  of  his  wife  Bersheba,  she  being 
Shenandoah  Valley,  Va.,  now  contained  uuable  to  travel  to  our  said  county  court  of 
within  the  county  of  Rockingham  consti-  Rockingham  to  be  privily  examined  apart 
tutcd  a  part  ul  Vhe  county  of  Augusta,  from  from  her  husband  whether  she  is  willing  to 

relinquish  her  right  of  dower  in  the  land  in 
the  said  deed  mentioned,  as  the  law  in  that 
case  directs.  This  coirunission  was  executed 
by  the  commissioners  named  therein  on 
September  24,  1781,  returned  to  the  county 
court,  and  recorded  the  same  day;  and  the 


Collectors 
scheme  for 
autographs 

Nixon  resignation  note 
would  sell  for  $25,000 

By  Joseph  Egelhof 

Chicago  Tribune  Press  Service 

NEW  YORK  —  There  was  cheering 
news  in  the  White  House  mail— a  baby 
named  after  Gerald  Ford!  The  Presi- 
dent responded  with  a  charming  note. 
Back  came  a  request  that  Ford  write 
something  to  give  the  infant  on  his  21st 
birthday. 

He  did— a  beautiful  letter  on  the  future 
of  America.  Then  a  tragic  epilog— little 
Jerry  had  died!  A  touching  reply  was 
sent  by  Ford. 

Charles  Hamilton,  the  noted  autograph 
dealer,  told  of  the  "Baby  Jerry"  corre- 
spondence during  an  interview  with  The 
Tribune. 

Hamilton  wasn't  weeping.  He  was  hop- 
ping mad.  He  can't  stand  collectors  who 
go  to  such  lengths,  to  get  autographs. 
"Baby  Jerry"  was  a  fake,  he  said,  in- 
vented by  an  autograph  seeker  simply 
to  spark  personal  correspondence  from 
the  President. 

"I'm  revolted  by  it.  I  wouldn't  touch 
that  kind  of  letter,"  he  said. 

DECEPTION  TO  GET  signed  missives 
out  of  wary  celebrities  has  been  prac- 
ticed for  decades.  A  collector  once  delib- 
erately drove  his  auto  over  two  of  Rud- 
yard  Kipling's  trees  and  left  a  note  with 
his  name  and  address,  saying  he'd  pay 
for  them.  The  collector  gladly  paid  after 
receiving  two  letters  written  by  the  au- 
thor, one  threatening  legal  action. 

Only  a  small  minority  of  autograph 
fiends  have  enough  money  to  seriously 
practice  the  sophisticated  hobby.  Hamil- 
ton estimated  that  among  the  nation's  2 
million  collectors,  10,000  spend  real 
money  to  gather  "letters  of  historical, 
musical,  or  artistic  interest." 

Valuable  autographs  are  still  turning 
up  in  attics,  but  there's  an  omen  that 
the  stock  of  the  commercially  undiscov- 
ered may  be  playing  out. 

THE  BICENTENNIAL  should  be 
bringing  out  previously  unknown  auto- 
graphs of  Revolutionary  figures,  Hamil- 
ton said— "but  they  don't  seem  to  be 
turning  up." 

However,  Hamilton,  who  runs  the 
Charles  Hamilton  Galleries,  Inc.,  recent- 
ly announced  "a  fabulous  discovery"  of 
Lincolniana. 

He  said  it  is  the  only  known  autograph 
of  Rebecca  Lincoln,  great-grandmother 
of  the  President.  Documents  signed  with 
an  "X"  by  Rebecca  have  been  found  by 
James  T.  Hickey,  the  Lincoln  expert  of 
the  Illinois  Historical  Library,  but  this 
one,  he  said,  has  the  name  written  out— 
"Rebeckah  R.  Lincoln." 

Hamilton  said  there  are  other  in- 
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stances  of  historic  figures  signing  some- 
times with  an  "X"  and  sometimes  by 
writing  their  names.  In  this  case,  he 
explained,  there  appears  to  have  been  a 
reason.  The  document  is  a  second  ver- 
sion of  a  quitclaim  originally  drawn  up 
Aug.  6,  1773. 

THE  REMAKING  five  days  later  of 
the  first  document  [of  which  a  tran- 
script exists]  could  have  been  done  to 
cover  all  contingencies,  specifically  Re- 
becca's claim  to  the  210  acres  being 
transferred. 

In  the  land  indenture,  John  and  Re- 
becca Lincoln  conveyed  to  their  son, 
Abraham,  the  President's  grandfather,  a 
tract  on  Linvil's  Creek  in  Augusta  Coun- 
ty. Va. 

Hamilton  said  he  is  keeping  the  own- 
er's name  confidential,  but  will  offer  the 
item  at  his  September  auction.  Hamil- 
ton's usual  commission  is  35  per  cent, 
but  when  material  is  hard  to  prepare 
for  sale  [such  as  a  large  bundle  of  pen- 
ciled letters  by  some  semiliterate  sol- 
dier] he  may  charge  45  per  cent. 

Historically,  the  two  big  threats  to  the 
business  have  been  forgery  and  theft. 
Expert  forgers  of  autographs  and  letters 
have  been  around  for  hundreds  of  years. 
Sometimes  sharpies  try  to  sell  Hamilton 
stolen  documents,  perhaps  lifted  from 
archives. 

"I'M  IN  WHAT  SEEMS  to  be  a  very 
sedentary,  placid  occupation,  and  I  must 
look  like  any  easy  mark,"  he  said.  "But 
I've  sent  12  thieves  to  prison,  and  I  never 
know  when  I'm  going  to  add  another." 

One  advantage  of  autograph  collections 
is  that  they  may  be  less  appealing  to 
burglars  than  coins  and  stamps,  which 
are  commonly  stolen. 

Also  he  said,  autographs  aren't  as 
conspicuous  as  great  art. 

"If  you  put  money  into  a  Renoir  and 
you  fall  on  bad  economic  circumstances 
and  have  to  sell  it,  everybody  who 
comes  to  your  home  says,  'What  hap- 
pened to  that  Renoir?'  " 

Hamilton  said  the  art  market  has 
"buckled,"  but  "many  autographs  have 
gone  way,  way  up  in  value." 

"IN  THE  LAST  THREE  years  there's 
been  a  tremendous  increase  in  Nazi  ma- 
terial, American,  and  English  literary 
autographs,  and  scientific  and  musical 
manuscripts,"  he  said.  He  attributed  the 
bidding  up  of  Nazi  autographs  to  hu- 
manity's perennial  fascination  with 
scoundrels. 

A  letter  from  Adolf  Hitler  would  range 
in  price  from  $175  to  $200  for  a  routine 
award  of  a  medal  or  commission,  Ham- 
ilton said,  to  $1,000  or  more  for  a  good 
typewritten  letter  on  a  major  subject, 
much  as  rallying  Germany  to  battle.  A 
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handwritten  letter  would  bring  much 
more,  he  said. 

THE  VALUE  OF  AN  autograph  sky- 
rockets or  plummets  depending  on  what 
the  letter  or  document  says,  according 
to  Hamilton.  As  a  result,  huge  price 
spreads  for  signatures  of  important  per- 
sons are  common.  For  example: 

John  F.  Kennedy— A  routine  typed  let- 
ter while  he  was  a  senator,  $125  to  $150; 
a  handwritten  letter  while  he  was  Presi- 
dent dealing  with  dramatic  events  such 
as  the  Cuban  crisis,  $10,000  to  $20,000. 

D wight  D.  Eisenhower— From  $75  to 
$3,000. 

Richard  M.  Nixon— A  routine  letter 
while  he  was  in  Congress,  $50  to  $75;  a 
handwritten  letter  as  President  on  a  ma- 
jor topic,  $5,000.  If  Nixon's  letter  of  res- 
ignation as  President,  consisting  of  two 
typed  lines  and  his  signature,  ever  came 
on  the  market,  Hamilton  said,  "I  would 
guarantee  to  get  at  least  $25,000  for  the 
owner." 

THE  UPCOMING  Bicentennial,  he 

said  has  been  stimulating  interest  in  the 
autographs,  letters,  and  documents  of 
the  founding  fathers.  "This  is  especial- 
ly noticeable  in  the  skyrocketing  values 
of  letters  of  the  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  long  neglected  be- 
cause of  the  difficulty  of  completing  a 
full  set  of  the  56  signers." 

He  explained  that  the  autographs  of 
two  of  them— Button  Gwinnett  and 
Thomas  Lynch  Jr.— are  unobtainable,  or 
obtainable  only  at  between  $2,000  to 
$3,000  each. 

He  figures  there  are  only  about  80 
Gwinnetts,  of  which  some  50  are  known, 
and  puts  Lynch  in  about  the  same  class. 
There  is  only  one  known  handwritten 
letter  by  Lynch  and  two  by  Gwinnett. 
They  would  bring  $50,000  to  $100,000 
each,  perhaps  more. 

IT  WAS  HAMILTON  who  charged  that 

former  President  Nixon  probably  didn't 
sign  the  two  controversial  letters  to  for- 
mer South  Vietnamese  President  Nguy- 
en Van  Thieu.  One  letter  warned  Thieu 
that  American  aid  would  be  cut  off  if  he 
didn't  sign  the  Paris  peace  agreement 
with  the  Reds.  The  other  promised  that 
the  U.S.  would  use  "full  force"  to  pun- 
ish any  violations  by  North  Viet  Nam. 

Hamilton  found  that  the  signatures 
didn't  conform  to  legitimate  Nixon  auto- 
graphs made  during  his  Presidency 
which  omit  the  second  "R"  of  "Rich- 
ard" and  the  "O"  of  "Nixon."  But  they 
were  like  Nixon  signatures  affixed  to 
routine  correspondence  and  photos  in 
1963  and  1972,  said  Hamilton; 

"Those  letters  to  Thieu  were  probably 
dictated  by  Kissinger  and  signed  by 
Rose  Mary  Woods,  and  God  knows  if 
Nixon  even  saw  them." 


THE  SOUTHWEST  CORNER 

Lincoln's 
Forebears 

By  COODRIDGE  WILSON 

A  small  stream  in  Rocking- 
ham County,  Va.,  called  Lin- 
ville  Creek,  is  sometimes  men- 
tioned in  histories  because  cer- 
tain small  events  that  led  to 
large  events  and  certain  ob- 
scure people  who  were  connect- 
ed with  famous  people  were  as- 
sociated with  it. 

When  the  shadows  were 
growing  Ions  and  the  sun  was 
slipping    down    towards  the 
western  horizon  on  a  Septem- 
ber day  in  1737,  John  McDow- 
ell,   Scotch    Irish  immigrant 
from  Pennsylvania  leading  a 
small  group  of  his  kinfolks  to 
the  home  site  he  had  selected 
in  the  Virginia  wilderness,  made 
camp  on  the  bank  of  Linville 
Creek.    After  a  while  a  lone 
traveler,  attracted  by  the  camp 
fire,  came  up,  introduced  him- 
self, and  asked  permission  to 
join  the  party  for  the  night. 
The    traveler   was  Benjamin 
Borden,  holder  of  a  large  grant 
of  land  on  James  River  waters 
that  he  was  on  his  way  to  f  ind. 
Beside  the  campfire  that  night 
a  deal  was  made  for  John  Mc- 
Dowell  to  locate   and  survey 
Bordc.i's  land,  so  it  came  about 
that  he  opened  up  what  is  now 
Rockbridge  County  to  settle- 
ment  and    became    a  leader 
among  the  pioneers  of  that  re- 
gion. His  grandson,  Ephraim 
McDowell,  was  a  pioneer  phy- 
sician on  the  Kentucky  frontier 
whose  achievements  are  writ- 
ten large  in  medical  annals. 
•    •  * 

SOMEWHAT  LATER  in  the 

1700's  John  Lincoln  moved  from 
Pennsylvania  to  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley  in  Virginia  and 
made  his  home  on  land  he  had 
purchased  alone;  Linville  Creek. 
In  the  year  1782  John  Lincoln  s 
son  Abraham,  left  Linville 
Creek  to  make  his  way  to  Ken- 
tucky as  a  pioneer  settler  in  its 
eastern  parts.  His  grandson 
and  namesake  was  born  theie 
on  Feb.  12,  1809,  and  grew  up 
to  make  the  name  Abraham 
Lincoln  loom  large  on  the  pages 
of  history. 

John  Lincoln  hardly  had  a 
roof  over  his  head  on  Linville 
Creek  before  old  friends  and 
neighbors   began   stopping  to 
visit  with  him  from  time  to 
time  on  their  way  southward 
in  search  of  new  home  sites.  In 
1750  his  friend  Squire  Boone, 
from  Berks  County.  Pennsyl- 
vania, with  his  wife  Sarah  Mor- 
gan   and  their  younger  chil- 
dren  visited  John  Lincoln  on 
Linville  Creek  for  nearly  a  year, 
before   moving   on   to  North 
Carolina.  With  them  was  their 
16-year-old  son.  Daniel  Boone, 
who  was  to  become  a  mighty 
hunter  and  the  foremost  among 
all  the  Kentucky  pioneers. 


The  McDowells  took  root  in 
,.i  Kentucky  and  prospered,  mak- 
ing a  family  name  associated  in 
that  state  with  wealth  and  dis- 
tinction. Daniel  Boone  late  in 
life  left  Kentucky  for  a  new 
frontier  in  what  is  now  Mis- 
souri and  his  last  years  were 
cushioned  sparsely  with  this 
world's  goods.  The  first  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  had  only  about 
two  years  In  Kentucky  before 
he  was  killed  there  by  Indians. 
His  son  Thomas  took  his  grand- 
son out  of  the  state  to  new 
frontiers  north  of  the  Ohio 
River,  whence  the  second  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  went  by  way  of 
Springfield,  Illinois,  to  the 
White  House,  and  to  a  place 
of  immortal  eminence  in  his- 
tory. 

»    •  * 

THE  ENCYCLOPAEDIA  Brl- 

tannica  in  a  footnote  to  its 
article  on  Abrahm  Lincoln 
has  this  to  say  about  the  de- 
scent in  America  of  the  six- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States:  "Samuel  Lincoln 
(c. 1619-1690),  the  president's 
first  American  ancestor,  son 
of  Edward  Lincoln,  gent.,  Hing- 
ham,  Norfolk,  emigrated  to 
Massachusetts  in  1637,  as  ap- 
prentice to  a  weaver  and  set- 
tled with  two  older  brothers  in 
Hingham,  Mass.  His  son  and 
grandson  were  iron  founders; 
the  grandson  Mordecai  (1686- 
1736)  moved  to  Chester  Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania.  Mordicai's 
son  John  (1711-C.1173),  a 
weaver,  settled  in  what  is  now 
Rockingham  County,  Va.,  and 
was  the  President's  great- 
grandfather." 

In  his  history  of  Rockingham 
County  Dr.  John  W.  Wayland. 
said  that  John  Lincoln  of  Lin- 
ville Creek  had  five  sons,  Abra- 
ham, John,  Jacob,  Thomas,  and 
Isaac,  and  that  Jacob,  a  militia 
captain,  was  the  only  one  who 
remained  in  Virginia.  Captain 
Jacob  Lincoln  Punt  a  sub- 
stantial dwelling  on  land  in- 
herited from  his  father  and 
lived  in  it  until  his  death  in 
1822. 

«.        Close  kin  of  President  Lin- 
coln's mother  may  have  been 
among  former  Pennsylvania 
friends  and  acquantances  who 
visited  John  Lincoln  on  Lin- 
■    ville  Creek.  A  recent  document- 
ed biography  of  Daniel  Boone, 
In  commenting  on  the  sojourn 
of  the  Boone  family  there,  lists 
others    who    probably  visited 
that  hospitable  home,  among 
them     so  m  e    people  named 
Hanks,  but  points  out  that  their 
relationship  to  Nancy  Hanks, 
mother  of  the  President,  is  not 
*     known.   They  were  most  likely 
of  the  same  family  connection. 
Nancy's   folks   moved  from 
Pennsylvania  about  that  time. 
They  lived  for  some  time  in 
Hampshire   County,   over  the 
/     line  in  West  Virginia.  Then 
they  moved  to  what  is  now 
Carroll  County,  in  the  Fancy 
Gap  neighborhood.    Local  tra- 
dition in  Carroll  says  she  was 
born  there.    Stronger  evidence 
points  to  a  locality  in  Hamp- 
shire County  as  her  birthplace. 
In  any  event  a  part  of  her  girl- 
hood   was    spent   in  Carroll, 
where  her  people  were  living 
when  she  married  Thomas  Lin- 
coln in  1806. 

The  "  coins  of  Marion,  while 
not  of  the  Linville  Creek 
branch,  come  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts family.  The  late  A.  T. 


Lincoln's  Kin  Prosperous 
Landholders  in  Virginia 


By  GERALD  FRANKLIN 

HAKK1SONBUKG,  Va  .-  Con- 
trary to  popular  belief,  President 
Lincoln's  forbears  were  not  poor 
and  shiftless,  but  were  influential 
and  prosperous  Virginians  who 
lived  in  a  handsome  old  brick  Co- 
lonial home  which,  in  a  fine  stale 
of  preservation,  is  still  standing, 
with  the  Lincoln  family  cemetery 
and  slave  burying  ground  nearby 

The  Lincoln  homestead  is  near 
the  liltle  village  of  Ldom,  Va.,  not 
Car  from  the  Caverns  of  Melrose, 
and   is   reached   by    turning  west 


trom  highway  U.  S.-ll  at  these 
caverns,  six  miles  north  of  Harri- 
sonburg. Visito-s  are  welcome  at 
this  homestead  Feb.  12,  birthday 
anniversary  of  (he  president.  There 
are  many  callers.  Exact  directions 
as  to  how  to  reach  the  homestead 
can  be  obtained  at  Melrose  cav- 
erns. 

Thomas  Lincoln,  father  of  Presi- 
dent  Lincoln,    was    born    in  this 
nouse.  John  Lincoln,  great-grand-  ] 
father    of     the    president,  moved 


with  his  family  into  Virginia  in 
1768  and  settled  near  Melrose  cav- 
erns, where,  as  an  influential  pi- 
oneer, he  built  the  first  brick  unit 
of  the  beautiful  Colonial  home. 
The  rest  of  this  classic  Virginia 
manor  was  added  before  1800  by 
Jacob  Lincoln,  great-uncle  of  the 
president. 

John  Lincoln  was  known  as 
"Virginia  John."  Abraham  Lincoln, 
his  eldest  son  and  grandfather  of 
the  president,  lived  in  this  home- 
stead and  was  captain  of  a  Vir- 
ginia company  during  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

Capt.  Abraham  Lincoln,  with  his 
son  Thomas  (father  of  the  presi- 
dent) moved  to  Kentucky  in  1782, 
leaving  Jacob  Lincoln,  a  brother 
of  Capt.  Lincoln,  in  the  Virginia 
homestead.  Many  Lincolns,  des- 
cendants of  Jacob  and  other  sons 
and  daughters  of  "Virginia  John," 
now  live  near  Melrose  caverns,  in 
Harrisonburg  and  elsewhere  in 
Kockingham  County. 
*  On  Feb.  24,  1829,  when  Melrose 
caverns  were  known  as  "Harrison's 
cave,"  Franklin  Lincoln,  grandson 
of  Jacob  and  a  cousin  of  President 
Lincoln,  entered  the  caverns  ana, 
by  the  light  of  torches  or  candles, 
carved  his  name  and  the  dare. 

Also  in  these  caverns,  is  carved 
the  name  of  John  Lincoln,  possibly 
John  Lincoln,  Jr.,  who  was  one  of 
Jacob's  four  brothers,  or  perhaps 
"Virginia  John"  the  pioneer,  great- 
grandfather of  the  president.  There 
is  no  date  carved  by  the  name  ot 
John  Lincoln. 

In  April,  1862,  during  the  Civil 
war,  a  Federal  soldier  drew  a 
rough  portrait  of  President  Lin- 
coln with  charcoal  upon  a  wall  fur- 
ther back  in  the  caverns.  These 
Lincoln  signatures  and  this  crude 
portrait  can  be  distinctly  seen  in 
Melrose  caverns  by  visitors  today. 


Jim 


Ross  Valentine 


The  Lincoln  Family  in  Virginia 


ADVERSITY  HAS  ITS  COMPEN- 
SATIONS. The  Supreme  Cour*  de- 
cision of  1954  did  mora  than  disrupt 
inter-racial  evolution  in  the  South. 

It  awakened  thoughtful  Americans 
everywhere  to  a  gradual  realization 
that  tflt  Conititution  will  always  be 
imperiled  by  well  organized,  clamor- 
ous balanot-of -power  minorities  able 
to  convince  the  political  appointees 
on  the  high  bench,  that  "the  end 
justifies  the  means"  even  when  those 
means  violate  clearly  prescribed 
restrictions  of  the  nation's  basic  law. 

Another  beneficial  effect  of  the 
Warren-Myrdal  decision  was  that  it 
revived  interest  in  our  history,  and 

 after  almost  a  century  uf  bitter 

prejudice  -  reminded  Southerners 
that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  not  a  male- 
volent fanatic,  determined  to  free 
and  enfranchise  the  largely  illiterate 
Negro— but  was  concerned  basically 
with  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 

Thanks  to  the  preservation  of  the 
Union  the  essentially  conservative 
South'  remained  es  a  check  against 
the  Marxist  demagoguery  of  the 
North's  big  city  "liberals-  and  there- 
by has  fortified  national  resistance 
against  the  invasion  of  Soviet  ide- 
ology. , 
The  North  long  ago  recognized 
the  heroic  stature  of  Robert  E.  Lee. 

The  South,  I  believe,  will  in  time 
arrive  at  a  less  distorted  image  of 
the  Civil  War  President  born  151 
years,  ago  today. 

Quite  by  chance  I  came  upon  a 
letter  (in  the  same  old  Century 
MagaMn*  of  March.  1887)  by  John 
T  Harris  Jr.  of  Harrisonburg  de- 
legating the  pre-Revolutlonary  Vir- 
ginia background  of  the  Lincoln 

family.  ... 

The  following  excerpts  from  tnat 
letter    may   prove    interesting  to 

the  historically  minded: 


★    ★  ★ 

"THE  EARLY  ANCESTORS,  of  Lin- 
coln lived  in  Berks  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  moved  thence  to  Vir- 
ginia. 

'"The  records  helonpirip  to  iht>  Lin- 
coln family  during  their  residence 
in  Rockingham  county,  Virginia, 
were  destroyed  by  the  Federal  army 
during  the  civil  war,  but  fortunately 
there  are  yet  in  existence  certain 
official  and  indisputably  authenti- 
cated documents,  only  discovered 
upon  a  recent  search,  which  the 
torch  of  war  did  not  touch. 

"In  the  year  1768  that  portion  of 
the  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia, 
now  contained  within  the  county  of 
Rockingham  constituted  a  part  of 
the  county  of  Augusta,  from  which 
county  Rockingham  was  detached 
and  organized  In  1777. 

"Prior  to  this  date  -1777— ^11  trans- 
fers of  real  estate  in  the  county  now 
comprising  Rockingham  county  were 
recorded  in  the  clerk's  office  of  Au- 
gusta county  at  Staunton,  the  coun- 
ty seat.  The  records  of  this  office 
disclose  the  fact  that  on  the  16th 
day  of  August,  1768  there  *  m  re- 
corded a  deed  from  the  hetra  *r 
Robert  McKay  to  Joha  Lincoln  cojv 
veying  a  tract  of  six  hundred  acres 
situate  on  Linvill's  Creek  In  the 
county  of  Augusta,  now  in  the  county 
of  Rockingham. 

"This  tract  of  six  hundred  acres 
was  a  portion  of  a  very  extensive 
body  of  land  patented  to  McKay 
and  others  as  early  as  1739,  and  was 
doubtless  regarded  then,  as  it  un- 
questionably Is  now,  as  among  the 
finest  tracts  «>f  land  in  lh*  fertile 
Shenandoah  Valley. 

'  In  view  of  this  purchase  of  land 
In  Virginia  by  John  Lincoln,  it  may 
certainly  be  regarded  as  settled  that 
he-  the  great-grandfather  of  the 
President— located  in  wh*t  nrm  con- 
stitutes Rockin2h»-n  county,  Vir- 
ginia, as  early  as  .768  j 
"Messrs.  Nicolay  atvl  May  'tit;-* 
mate  In  the  Lincoln  history  «ndl  Mr 
Nicolay  states  in  his  articie  on  Lin- 
coln in  the  'Encyclopedia  Bntan- 
mca,'  that  Abraham  Isaac,  Jacob, 
Thomas,  and  John,  ^ons  of  John  Lin- 
coln, were  born  in  Virginia.  Unless 


The  McDowells  took  root  In 

T/-«„*..-l  '   -J 


Eoanoke  Va.  Times 


It  can  be  shown  that  John  Lincoln 
ocSed    n  Virginia  a  considerabla 
le  prior  to  the  y«r  1768.  it  mav 
fairly  assumed  that  his  boos  just 
named  were  all  born  in  Pennsylvania 
and  accompanied  their  father  to  Vir- 
ginia "P™  his  »*ttlement  ln  *hat 
ISte  This  idea  receives  corrobora- 
tion from  certain  conveyances  to  his 
»on*  made  by  John  Lincoln. 

.•On  the  Hth  of  August,  im  only 
five  year,  after  the  date  of  the 
^fnce  from  the  McKays  to^ohn 

Lincoln,  he  with  h,s  wife .  J^kah 
R.,'  transferred  to  their  son  Isaac 
two  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of  the 
original  six-hundrcd-aere  tract,  and 
on  the  17th  day  of  August.  1773,  they 
b?so  conveyed  to  their  son  ADrariam 
^-the  grandfather  of  the 
twp  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  this 
same  tract. 

"At  what  time  did  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, the  grandfather  of  the  Presi- 
dent, remove  from  Virginia  to  Ken 
tucky?  Messrs.  Nicolay  and  Hay  fix 
the  date  as  1780.  The  date  of  the 
and  warrants  to  Abraham  Lincoln, 
the  4th  of  March.  1780.  and I  the  sub- 
sequent entries  of  the  land  in  Ken- 
Sy  thereunder  certainly  confirm 
tZ  time  of  his  leaving  Virginia  a* 
oeing  as  early  as  1780,  but  the  state- 
men;   bv  Messrs.  Nicolay  and  Hay 
•that  he  took  his  wife  and  five  ch 
dren  with  him'  at  this  tune  is  not 
borne   out   by   record   evidence  in 
Rockingham  county. 


★    *  * 

'THERE  IS  STILL  IN  EXISTENCE 

the  original  deed  from  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  Bersheba  hii  wife,  to  one 
Michael  Shanka,  dated  the  18th  of 
February,  1780,  whereby,  'In  consid- 
eration of  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
pounds  current  money  of  Virginia 
In  hand  paid,'  they  granted  and  con- 
veyed to  £h?nks  a  tract  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres,  consisting  of  the 
two  hundred  acres  received  from 
John  Lincoln,  his  father,  and  another 
tract  of  about  forty  acres  obtained 
from  one  Munsey. 

"There  can  scarcely  be  any  reason- 
able doubt  tnat  tnis  was  the  »ai« 
of  Abraham  Lincoln's  real  estate  pre- 
paratory to  his  emigration  to  Ken- 
tucky. The  deed  was  recorded  on 
the  17th  of  June,  1780,  but  without 
the  privy  examination  of  'Bersheba,' 
his  wife,  attached  to  th?  transfer. 
Consequently,  in  order  to  remedy 
this  defect  In  the  conveyance,  there 
was  issued  on  the  8th  of  September, 
1781,  by  the  county  court  of  Rock- 
Ingham,  a  commission  of  privy  ex- 
amination of  his  wife  'Bersheba,'  'she 
being  unable  to  travel  to  our  said 
county  court  of  Rockingham  to  be 
privily  examined  apart  from  her 
husband  whether  she  is  willing  to 
relinquish  her  right  of  dower  in  th'* 
land  in  t he  said  deed  mentioned  as 
the  law  in  that  case  < i ; .  ~  - 1 s  Tin* 
commission  was  executed  b$  the 
enmissioners  named  {herein  >n  [he 
iii'n  of  September,  1781.  relume  1 
to  the  county  con  I  ,  . 1  :  '<  d 
thp  aam*  '  «ud  the  acknowled^- 
meni  of  "su  .-■;•:„%  '  .-,  ^;-.<  ri- 
av>*b0r  >f  Abraham  Lincoln,  that 
'had  sigrie*.  'he  said  deed  of  her  u^n 
free  will,  v\iihoi  •  e-  'rreats,  force, 
or  eumpu'  ,ion  of  ...  r  r  shanil, 

was  complete.'  and  w  ith  it,  douoiltas, 
passed  all  remaining  material  inter- 
est of  the  President's  grandparents 
in  Virginia. 

"Lincoln  himself  states  that  h;s 
grandfather  settled  in  Kentucky 
about  1782,  this  privy  examina- 
tion certainly  shows  ih*t  his  grand- 
mother was  still  in  Virginia  as  late 
as  September  'J4  17S1 

"If  Abraham  Llpcoln,  the  pioneer, 
removed  to  Kentucky  prior  to  this 
date — September  1781— his  wife  did 
not  accompany  him,  and  It  may  be 
reasonably  supposed,  considering  the 
difficult  lea  and  danger*  attending 
tr»v«l  at  that  time,  that  his  wife 
and  children  did  not  migrate  until 
the  apring  following." 

.TO] f N"  T   HARP"-    tn  ' 
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Si^uati.'-*-  t>f  Lincoln's  Grandparents  in  Virginia  Records 


IN  iHETLTFE  OF 

—  BY   WILLIAM   H.  TOWNSEND 


In  1780  the  Lincoln  family  first  became  Kentuck- 
ians  In  that  year,  Abraham  Lincoln,  grandfather  of 
the  President,  left  his  home  in  Rockingham  county, 
Virginia  and  followed  westward  the  footsteps  of  his 
oldgand 'intimate  friend,  Daniel  Boone.  With  bis  wife 
two  daughters  and  three  sons,  Mordecai  Josiah,  and 
Thomas  he  settled  on  Floyd's  Fork,  in  Jefferson  coun- 
ty Ky„  where  he  was  killed  by  Indians  m  1784 
V'  The  pioneer's  younger  brother,  Thomas  Lincoln, 
moved  to  Kentucky  some  years  later  and  on  Novem 
ber  14  1792  purchased  from  Lewis  Craig  290  acies  ot 
land  in  Payette  county  on  the  waters  of  Shannons 
Hun  of  South  Blkhorn,  "about  live  miles  trom  Lexing- 
ton." Shannon's  Run  crosses  the  Versailles  pike  di- 
viding Woodford  and  Payette  counties  and  this  faim 
lav  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Springs.  The  deed  is  re 
corded  in  Deed  Book  3,  at  page  149,  Fayette  oowJJ 
clerk's  office,  and  the  certificate  ot  the  clerk,  Levi  PBdd, 
grandfather  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  recites  that  the 
original  record  was  destroyed  when  the  court  house 

bUnAt  this8°t'ime,  Thomas  Lincoln  was  a  prosperous 
man  with  a  family  of  eight  children  Margaret  Cath- 
erine, Abraham,  George,  John,  David,  Hannah  and  Eliz- 
abeth, and  he  continued  so  until  domestic  discord  ap- 
peared in  the  Lincoln  household.  Just  what  the  trouble 
was  is  not  known,  but  on  January  17,  1809,  he  executed 
a  deed  of  separation  to  a  trustee  for  the  use  and  bene- 
fit of  Mrs.  Lincoln,  reciting  that  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
had  "come  to  a  final  determination  to  reside  with  her 
husband  no  longer,"  and  he  conveys  to  her,  anions 
other  things,  "one  Negro  man,  named  Major;  one ,  Negro 
girl,  named  Charlotte,  and  one  Negro  boy  named  Mor- 
ris One  brown  horse  and  a  saddle  and  bridle  and  a 
brindle  cow  that  gives  milk."  This  co nyeyance  is  re- 
corded in  Deed  Book  D,  at  page  98,  Payette  county 
clerk's  office. 

Went  Steadily  Downward 

Thomas  Lincoln  never  recovered  from  this  rupture 
of  the  marital  relation  and  went  steadily  downward  to 
insolvency  and  death.  He  lost  his  cattle,  slaves  and 
land,  and,  on  July  3,  1815,  Deed  Book  Z,  at  page  306 
the  sheriff  of  Fayette  county  sold  his  lite  estate  in  the 
last  acre  of  real  property  that  he  owned,  the  deed 
stating  that  no  personalty  existed  out  of  which  the 
judgment  for  debt  could  be  satisfied 

It  is  not  certain  when  Thomas  Lincoln  died,  but 
it  was  probably  in  the  latter  part  of  1820,  as  an  order, 
relating  to  his  children,  appears  in  County  Court  Oidei 
Book  4  page  504,  dated  December  11,  1920,  which  re- 
fers to  "Thomas  Lincoln,  deceased."  He  is  buried  m 
an  unmarked  grave  in  one  of  the  several  'neglected 
burial  plots  of  the  Port  Springs  neighborhood,  but  the 
exact  location  is  unknown.  :n„„1r,/ 

In  this  Payette  county  kinsman,  President  Lincoln 
seemed  to  take  an  unusual  interest,  mentioning  bun  fre- 
quently  in  correspondence  with  relatives  While  a 
member  of  Congress,  Mr.  Lincoln,  in  a  letter  dated 
April  2  1848,  said  of  this  great-uncle,  tor  whom  his 
lather  was  named:  "Thomas  removed  to  Kentucky, 
near  Lexington,  where  he  died  a  good  while  ago. 
Links  in  Proof  as  to  Parentage 

The  records  in  the  office  of  the  Fayette  county 
clerk  are  especially  important  in  one  respect.  They 
are  additional  links  in  the  chain  of  proof  as  to  the  par- 
entage of  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  writer  owns  two 
books,  one  entitled  "The  Sad  Story  of  Nancy  Hanks 
and  the  other  "The  Genesis  of  Lincoln,  in  which  ef- 
forts are  made  -to  discredit  bis  origin,  denying  that 
•"Abraham"  was  a  family  name  of  the  Lincolns  and 
'charging  that  biographers  bad  falsely  given  this  name 
to  the  President's  ancestors.  The  deed  records  in  Jef- 
lerson  county  'show  beyond  dispute  that  his  grand- 
father bore -the  name  of  "Abraham"  and  the  records 
here  show,  not  only  that  this  was  a  family  name,  but 
that  it  was  a  custom  of  the  Lincolns  to  hand  down  to 
their  children  the  names  of  elder  kinsmen  Thomas 
inamed  a  son  for  his  brother,  Abraham,  and  Abraham 
mamed  his  youngest  son  for  Thomas,  and  ,in  that  son  s 
offspring  the  old  pioneer's  name  has  been  made  im- 
mortal. 


In  the  spring  of  1831,  Abraham  Lincoln  met  a  citi- 
zen of  Lexington  who,,  as  one  biographer  has  expressed 
it,  was  "destined  to  exert  no  little  influence  in  the 
shaping  of  Lincoln's  fortunes."  His  uamo  was  Denton 
,  Offutt,  described  as  "an  adventurous  and  discursive 
|  sort  of  merchant  with  more  irons  iu  the  fire  than  be 
could  well  manage."  Lincoln,  having  begun  to  shift 
for  himself,  had  just  finished  making  "three  thousand 
rails  for  Major  Waraick,"  when  Offutt  engaged  him 
and  his  cousin,  John  Hauks,  at  a  daily  wage  of  fifty 
cents  and  sixty  dollars  between  them,  to  take  a  boat 
load  of  stock  and  provisions  down  the  river  to  New 
Orleans.  It  was  while  on  this  trip  that  Lincoln  wit- 
nessed for  the  first  time  and  probably  the  only  time  the 
horrors  of  the  slave  market.  In  the  words  ot  John 
Hanks,  "Slavery  ran  the  iron  into  him  then  and  there," 
and  it  was  on  this  occasion  that  Lincoln  exclaimed: 
"If  I  ever  get  a  chance  to  hit  that  thing,  I'll  hit  it  hard." 
Offutt  Ardent  Champion 
In  August,  1831,  Lincoln  returned  to  New  Salem, 
Illinois,  and  Offutt,  having  become  warmly  attached 
to  him,  purchased  a  stock  of  goods  for  a  store  and. 
rented  the  mill  of  Rutlcdge  and  Cameron,  placing  Lin-! 
coin  in  charge  of  the  whole  business.  In  his  effusive 
land  impulsive  way,  Offutt  was  the  ardent  champion 
lof  the  lank,  friendless  and  penniless  rail-splitter  and; 
'boasted  of  Lincoln's  physical  prowess  and  intellectual 
(attainments.  He  loudly  asserted  that  "Abe  know  more 
than  any  man  in  the  United  States";  that  "he  would 
some  day  be  President  of  the  United  States";  and  that 
"he  could  at  that  present  moment  out-run,  whip  or 
throw  down  any  man  in  Sangamon  county,"  and  he 
offered  to  back  bis  judgment  with  all  the  money  any 
skeptic  would  take. 

His  employer's  attitude  embarrassed  Lincoln  very 
much  and  it  was  not  long  before  several  stalwart  and 
reckless  young  men,  known  as  the  "Clary  Grove  boys," 
called  upon  him  to  make  good  Offutt's  boast.  This  he 
came  so  near  doing  in  such  a  quiet,  unobtrusive  but 
effective  fashion  that  he  at  once  became  a  favorite  in 
that  rough  and  ready  community. 

Altho  Offutt's  many  enterprises  soon  failed  and 
the  bluff,  hearty  character  sank  out  of  sight  to  be  heard 
from  no  more,  it  is  certain  that  he  had  in  his  own  pe- 
culiar way  rendered  invaluable  assistance  to  Lincoln. 
Thus  Lexington  furnished  to  Lincoln  his  earliest  spon- 
sor and  patron,  thru  whom  bis  conception  of  slavery 
'became  vividly  and  permanently  fixed  and  that  popu- 
larity achieved  which  started  bini  early  on  the  road 
to  fame. 

Of  Lincoln's  first  visit  to  Lexington,  little  is  known, 
except  the  approximate  date.  Joshua  P.  Speed  was 
Lincoln's  most  intimate  friend.  His  family  lived  at 
Parmington,  on  the  Bardstown  turnpike  out  of  Louis- 
ville, and,  in  the  early  summer  of  1841,  Lincoln  accom- 
panied Speed  to  Kentucky  from  Springfield  and  spent 
several  months  at  the  old  homestead.  In  a  letter  to 
Speed,  written  January  1,  lSi2,  Lincoln,  teasing  him 
about  a  very  ardent  courtship,  says:  "After  you  and  I 
had  once  been  at  the  residence,  did  you  not  go  and  take 
me  all  the  way  to  Lexington  and  back,  for  no  other  pur- 
pose but  to  get  to  see  ber  again?" 
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WILD  UREEROM  LINCOLN. 

Nephew  of  the  Great  Emancipator  Was 
a  Terror  to  the  Federal  Army. 

RICHMOND,  Va.,  March  18. -The  widely 
Si  article  recently  published  in 
The  Sunday  Record-Herald  in  regard 
10  tne  Virginia  Kin  of  President  Abraham 
Lincoln  has  created  no  more  Interest  any- 
where than  in  Virginia.  A  ^^sZ 
oran  who  knew  the  Lincolns  well,  tela  the 
f°„rUowh'g  incident  of  one  of  the «  I£colnS  of 
Lacv  Springs.  Rockingham  County.  Va;, 
Where  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  cousin  of  the 
■President,  now  Uvea. 

Captain  Al  Lincoln,  a  nephew  of  the  pres- 
ent Abraham  Lincoln,  commanded  a  cavalry 
company  in  the  confederate  army,  operating 
mainly  in  rear  of  the  federals  as  they  ad- 
vanced up  the  valley.  In  consequence  of 
We  repeated  capture  of  men.  wagons  and 
horses  he  became  a  "holy  terror  to  them 
so  much  so  that  a  large  reward  was  offered 
for  his  capture  dead  or  alive.  Upon i  one  oc- 
casion he  had  been  located  at  the  house  ot 
his  uncle,  Abraham  Lincoln.,  In  the  quiet 
hours  of  the  night  the  house  was  surrounded 
vT  a  company  of  federal  cavalry. 
*  Th  federals,  sure  of  their  prey,  immedi- 
ately built  their  fires,  preparatory  to  cook- 
fne  their  supper,  concluding  to  wait  until 
davl  gh  to  make  the  arrest.  The  captain 
took  *n  the  situation  in  a  moment,  and  hay- 
ing a  "yankee"  blue  overcoat,  he  donned  it. 
and  coming  out  unnoticed  through  a  cellat 
door,  walked  boldly  up  to  a  Are.  and  kicking 

the  rails  about,  said:     *'  -at,  would  jou 

cum  the  man's  house  down?"  and.  quietly 
walking  to  the  shrubbery,  disappeared.  In 
The  morning  a  cavalryman's  horse  was  miss- 

'"captain  Lincoln  was  of  the  "bravest  of  the 
brave,"  and  met  a  violent  death  in  Colorado 
years  after  the  war,  where  every  "hip  pock- 
et" bore  a  "handy  thing." 

David  Lincoln  was  a  first  cousin  of  Pres. 
ldent  Lincoln's  father,  and  among  his  pa- 
pers after  his  death  were  found  two  letters 
from  Abraham  Lincoln,  then  a  member  ot 
Congress,  inquiring  about  his  relations  in 
Rockingham  County,  Virginia.  Those  let- 
ters are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  present 
Abraham  Lincoln  of  Lacy  Springs,  Va. 

The  President's  grandfather,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  emigrated  from  Rockingham  Coun- 
ty Virginia,  with  Daniel  Boone  to  what  is 
now  Washington  County,  Kentucky,  in  1781, 
and  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  17S7,  leaving 
two  sons.  Nordecai  and  Thomas,  the  latter 
the  father  of  the  President.  Nordecai,  a 
bov  of  U,  killed  an  Indian  as  he  was  scalp- 
ing his  father.  His  rifle  is  still  in  possession 
Of  the  family. 


A  NEW  BOOK  ANNOUNCED 

"TENTH  LEGION  TITHABLES" 

TITHABLES  FOR  ROCKINGHAM  COUNTY, 

VIRGINIA 
1792 

A  list  of  all  the  males  above  16,  in  Rockingham  County  in  1792,  thor- 
oughly indexed. 


With  this  volume  is  folded  a  map  locating  the  tithables  in  the  Coun- 
ty, together  with  many  other  historical  features.  This  map  is  a  valuable 
asset  to  the  volume. 

80  pages,  map  12  by  12  inches,  price  $3.00,  limited  edition,  by  Harry 
M.  Strickler,  1930. 

(This  book  will  be  mailed  on  approval) 

Address:  Harry  M.  Strickler,  Luray,  Va. 

(See  other  side  for  sample  page) 


OTHER,  BOOKS  BY  SAME  AUTHOR 

"MASSANUTTEN"  A  sketch  of  the  first  settlement  in  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley.  $2.00. 

"FORERUNNERS"  A  history  of  the  Strickler  family  and  other 
kindred  families,  including  2,000  different 
family  names.  $10.00. 

"MARRIAGES"  of  Rockingham  County,  Va.,  prior  to  1816. 
$4.00. 
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No.  6 


CAPT.  JACOB  LINCOLN'S  COMPANY  (Present  west  portion  Linville  Dfet.) 


5N 


boy 


Chris.  16-false 
to  prove  false 


Linville  Creek 
way— Green  Hill— Round 
Jacob  Lincoln's  home. 
10-Crisman,  Geo.  2s  Jno.  &  Chas 
7-Green,  Joe  &  James 
1-Porsythe,  Abrm. 

3 -  Brooks,  James 
1-OBryan,  Dennis 

4-  Reece,  Lewis 

1-  Lewis,  Joe. 

2-  Ralston,  Wm. 

4-  Gum,  Jehue,  and  a  bound 
app.  18 

0-  Smith,  Jno.  removed  away 

5-  Custard,  Jacob 

2-Miller,  Jno.  Peery  (or  it  may  be 
John  Peery,  miller) 
Peery  (see  above) 

1-  Peery,  Jacob  (Beery) 
0-Rode,  Anth.  no  P. 
7-Beam,  Gabriel,  Is 

list. 

2-  Taylor,  Peter,-also 
list. 

0-  Lear  Catherine-IN 

3-  Preezner,  Jno.  Is  Henry 

2-  Thomas,  Jacob 

6-  Rife,  Jacob 

1 -  Snider,  Peter 

0-  Rupert,  Jno.  no  P. 

1 -  Snider,  Jon.  1C 

7 -  Bowman,  Benj.  &  Mik.  Hoe  app.  16 

3 -  Bowman,  Jacob 

6-  Whistler,  Jno.  Is  Henry 
5-Bowers,  Laurence,  Is  Henry 
5-Cleek,  Margt.  Is  Jno.  200  A. 

7-  J-Howman,  Cutlip 

4-  Crist,  Andrew 

0-Crist,  Andrew,  Jr.  &  Jno.  app.  16 

no  p. 

3 -  Struck,  Joshua 

2-  Bryant,  Cornelius. 

4-  Rust,  Phil.  &  Jno.  Stover  app.  16 

2-  Show,  waiter,  Oolery  Is.  Joe  (both 
names  separated)        ...   •  „ 

0-Show,  waiter,  Blacksmith-no  P. 

3-  Garber,  Abrm.  &  Bro.  Joe.  lo 
2-Plory,  Jno. 
2-Trizle,  David 
2-Johnston,  Peter 
2-Funk,  Henry  (this 

2  also) 

4-  Orebough,  Jacob 

0-  Miller,  Anth.  no  p 

1 -  Miller,  Jno. 


name  is  in  No. 


2-  Thomas,  Jno.  2s  Jno.  &  Abram. 
5-Thomas,  Reece 

3 -  Ford,  Arnold 
3 -Shoemaker,  Sam. 
0-Hoover,  Henry 

0-Miller,  Abrm.  moved  away  to  ttea- 

0-MiSer,  Jacob,  moved  to  Brocks  Gap 
?.-Shoemaker,  Peter 
3-Shoemaker,  Martin  &  Jno.  Furlow 

named  Jacob  rwhitp- 

0-  Whitehouse,  Jno.  no  p.  (White 

2-  Whitehead,  Jacob  &  a  bound  boy 
Martin  Higgins. 

3-  Peery,  Nicholas,  Jr. 

1-  Beard,  Jno. 

2-  Davies,  Wm. 

1-Davies,  Wm.  Jr.  , 
1-Davies,  Jno.    (this  item  marked 

thru) 
1-Ford,  Mik. 
5-Clough,  Jno. 

3 -  Terry,  Jno. 
3-Casner,  Geo.  In 
1-Painter,  Leonard 

1-  Vance,  Jno. 

2 -  "Wiseman,  Isaac  Is  Aoner 
0-Wiseman,  Sam.  no  p. 

2:IS?Wma2sbab.  16  (not  named) 

0-  Bailey,  Wm.  no  p. 

1-  Peery,  Jno. 

3-  Wiseman,  Jno. 
6-CoSman,  David 

i  l-Sidle,  Cris. 
5-Shank,  Henry 

2-  Bryant,  Jno. 
1-Rode,  Cris. 

1-  Show,  waiter,  Chris. 

0-  Bogs,  Jno.  no  p. 

3-  Shank,  Adam  Is  Mik. 

2-  Stewart,  Jno. 

1-  Leary,  Jno. 

2-  Bell,  Jno. 

2-Bym"l,  Elias      father  Phu 

an  orphan  andrew  M 
13-Spears,  Geo.  Is  David, 
l-Show,walter,  Volentme 
5-Burkholder,  Peter 

1-  Bear,  Jacob 

2-  MiUer,  Susanna 


21  cz 
call  16 
IS  Jno.  4N 


** 


** 


X 

LiwcoLM 

X 
X 

Two  TuFa*** 

X 

go**  £«*^ 


X 


X 


**  Headstones 
Placed  at  a  Later 
Date 


x 


X  .  X 
JoHw  Li*^*"    T)o*cA5  LimcoIm 


y75/  -  /Pii 


X  X    .       X  A  A  A  A 

if^.lPU  Jgj55  ^u***  Afrt>  Q*. 


X 


X 


X 


X 


(Pit  -  /">05 


(P3T  -  \?Si> 

X 


Q 
tf 
< 

W 
> 
< 
tf 
O 


S5 
.J 
O 

o 


w 
tf 

H 


o 


tf 

o 
< 


The  Lincoln  family  was  among  the  early  settlers 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.    'Virginia  John"  Lincoln, 
born  in  Freehold,  New  Jersey,  in  1717,  brought  his 
entire  family  to  the  Linville  Creek  area  in  1767.  His 
eldest  son,  Abraham,  was  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  the  President,    Of  Virginia  John's  nine  children 
most  of  his  sons  moved  from  the  area  —  Abraham 
(Kentucky,  1781),  Issac  (Tennessee,  1782),  John 
(Ohio,  1819)  and  Thomas  (Kentucky,  1792).  How- 
ever, his  second  son,  referred  to  as  Captain  Jacob, 
remained  in  the  area.   Captain  Jacob  was  a  signer 
of  Thomas  Jefferson's  Dissenters  Petition  and  it 
was  he  who  built  the  main  part  of  the  house  on  U.  S. 
42  near  the  site  of  the  family  graveyard  in  which 
Virginia  John  and  his  wife,  Rebekah  Flowers  Lin- 
coln, are  buried.    Of  Captain  Jacob's  eleven 
children,  his  eldest  son,  David,  ran  the  Lincoln 
Tavern  (there  is  a  marker  on  U.  S.  11  in  Lacy 
Springs  indicating  the  spot).    During  the  Civil 
War  the  Lincolns  in  Virginia  were  mostly 
Southern  sympathizers.    In  fact,  John  Lincoln, 
a  second  cousin  to  Abraham,  expressed  a  desire 
to  shoot  the  President  after  his  barn  had  been 
burned  by  the  Yankees  in  1864. 

Numerous  decendents  are  buried  in  this 
area  either  in  the  family  graveyard  on  U.  S. 
42  near  Linville  Creek  or  in  the  Lacy  Springs 
cemetary.   Further  information  may  be  found 
at  the  Public  Library  in  Harrisonburg  and  the 
book  The  Lincolns  in  Virginia  by  John  Wayland. 
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indicates  its  character  POLICYHOLDERS  SERVICE  DEPARTMENT 


Policy  No. 

^closed  1,  a  Policy  Loan  Note  which  »ay be filled  in  for 
^^Ai^r,  ft  .  the  full  loan  value, 

any  amount  not  exceeding  $  » 

Tn  the  interest  of  both  Policyholder  and  Beneficiary  it 
„  sugge5ted  Z^t  loan  -  foLlesLr  ;r  ;1 
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%MONTICELLO 


Norfolk,  Virginia 


CHARLES  S.  CROCKER,  Manager 


c/1  ffiliated 
NATIONAL 
H  OTELS 

Al.bim, 
Birmingham 
HOTEL 
THOMAS  JEFFERSON 
Mobile 

HOTEL  ADMIRAL  SEMMES 
★ 

Dhhicl  oJ  Columbia 
Wellington 
HOTEL  WASHINGTON 

Indiinapoln 
HOTEL  CLAYPOOL 

★ 

Lovhianm 
Ntw  Orlrini 
HOTEL  JUNG 
HOTEL  DE  SOTO 

★ 

Omaha 
HOTEL  PAXTON 

★ 

Nrw  Mexico 
Qovil 
HOTEL  CLOVIS 

★ 

OUlhomt 
Wtwoka 
HOTEL  ALDRIDGE 


HOTEL  EDSON 
Brovnwood 
HOTEL  BROWNWOOD 
Dillii 
HOTEL  SANGER 

El  Piio 
HOTEL  CORTEZ 
Fori  Worth 
HOTEL  TEXAS 
Gilraton 
HOTEL  BUCCANEER 
HOTEL  GALVEZ 
HOTEL  JEAN  LAFITTE 
CORONADO  COURTS 
JACK  TAR  COURT  HOTEL 
MIRAMAR  COURT 
HOTEL  CAVALIER 
Laredo 
HOTEL  PLAZA 
Lubbock 
HOTEL  LUBBOCK 
Marlin 
HOTEL  FALLS 
Sin  Angtlo 
HOTEL  CACTUS 

Sin  Antonio 
HOTEL  MENGER 
ANGELES  COURTS 

★ 

V/rg/„(. 

Mountain  Like 

HOTEL 
MOUNTAIN  LAKE 
Norfolk 
HOTEL  MONTICELLO 


★ 


l^cj^  l^o— 


^eb^  w   wi_  Sc^rfl^z, 


 1 — ^wITw^^ 


In  the  Shenandoah  Valley  you  will  find 


"SC.  -  it«  ar*- 

S6a'  The  full  length  to  be  one  continuous  stretch  of  upland,  rolling  blue  grass  and  alluvial  plain. 

A  Federal  Re-mount  Station  at  Front  Royal. 
Three  National  Forest  Reservations. 
The  Birth-places  of  Thos.  Lincoln,  father  of  Ab- 
raham Lincoln,  and  Woodrow  Wilson,  the  eighth 
President  Virginia  gave  the  Nation. 

The  ancestral  residences  of  Geo.  Washington's 
brothers.  The  last  resting  places  of  the  immortal 
Jackson  and  Lee. 


The  largest  apple  and  peach  orchards  in  the 
east. 

Outstanding  poultry  and  dairy  enterprises. 
Six  mysterious  under-world  caverns  of  unchal- 
lenged variety,  beauty  and  character. 

Twelve  standard  colleges  and  fifteen  prepara- 
tory schools. 

More  historic  battlefields  per  square  mile  than 
can  be  found  elsewhere  in  the  U.  S.,  such  as  Winches- 
ter, Cedar  Creek,  Fishers  Hill,  New  Market,  Port  Re- 
public and  others. 

Agricultural  and  grazing  farms-whose  poten- 
tialities have  been  as  yet  untouched-once  the  Gran- 
ary of  the  Confederacy." 


Numerous  historic  spots. 

Gateways  to  the  proposed  Shenandoah  National 
Park  in  the  Blue  Ridge.  ( 

Withal,  a  genial  climate,  a  short  winter,  a  happy 
people,  and  an  inviting  and  profitable  tour,  with  an 
abundance  of  good  water,  food  and  modern  hostelries. 
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